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DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS 

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT 

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS 

SUBTITLE B—NAVY PROGRAMS 

Section 111—Contract Authority for Ford Class Aircraft Carrier Program 

This section would authorize the procurement of two Ford class aircraft 
carriers and allow for the use of incremental funding to make payments under the 
contract. 

Section 112—Contract Authority for Columbia Class Submarine Program 

This section would allow the Secretary of the Navy to enter into a contract 
for up to five Columbia class submarines and utilize incremental funding to make 
payments under the contract. 
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Section 113—Authority for Advance Procurement of Certain Components to 
Support Continuous Production of Virginia Class Submarines 

This section would authorize the Secretary of the Navy to utilize continuous 
production authority for specific components required on Virginia class submarines. 

Section 114—Multiyear Procurement Authority for Yard, Repair, Berthing, and 
Messing Barges 

This section would provide multiyear procurement authority for Yard, 
Repair, Berthing, and Messing barges. 

Section 115—Vessel Construction Manager for Follow-On Ships of the Landing Ship 
Medium Program 

This section would require the Secretary of the Navy to utilize a vessel 
construction manager for the contracting of the next eight Landing Ship Medium 
after the start of construction on the non-developmental lead ship.  

Section 116—Limitation on Construction of Modular Attack Surface Craft 

This section would require the Secretary of the Navy to certify that a design 
for a Medium Unmanned Surface Vessel will be designed and constructed for the 
primary purpose of autonomous operation before the start of construction. 

Section 117—Inclusion of Amphibious Warfare Ship Spares and Repair Parts as a 
Separate Line Item in Navy Budget Justification Materials 

This section would require the Secretary of the Navy to include separate 
line items for spare and repair parts specifically for Amphibious warships within 
the budget of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code. 
This requirement would begin with the budget request for fiscal year 2027. 

Section 118—Strategy for Navy Investment in and Support for the Maritime 
Industrial Base 

This section would require the Secretary of the Navy to develop and 
implement a strategy for direct investment in the maritime industrial base to 
address cost and schedule challenges for shipbuilding programs. Additionally, the 
strategy would be required to include considerations for data collection as well as 
the use of artificial intelligence for supply chain monitoring. No later than 210 days 
after enactment, the Secretary of the Navy would also be required to provide a 
report to the congressional defense committees on relevant details of the required 
strategy and implementation. 
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SUBTITLE C—AIR FORCE PROGRAMS 

Section 121—Modification of Minimum Inventory Requirements for Air Refueling 
Tanker Aircraft 

 This section would raise the air refueling aircraft floor to 504 by fiscal year 
2027. 

Section 122—Extension of Requirements Relating to C–130 Aircraft 

 This section would keep the C-130 total aircraft inventory at 271 with a 
sunset date of October 1, 2026. 

Section 123—Preservation of Certain Retired KC-10 Aircraft 

 This section would keep the retired KC-10 aircraft in flyable condition as an 
air refueling aircraft. 

Section 124—Limitation on Procurement of KC-46 Aircraft Pending Certification on 
Correction of Deficiencies 

 This section would limit delivery of the KC-46 aircraft until the Secretary of 
Defense submits to the congressional defense committees certain corrective action 
plans for all Category 1 deficiencies. 

Section 125—Requirements Relating to Executive Airlift Aircraft 

 This section would direct an Analysis of Alternatives to recapitalize the 
Executive Airlift Fleet, clarify the authorized user prioritization list, and task 
oversight of service executive airlift programs to a current senior executive service 
civilian.            

TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS 

SUBTITLE B—NAVAL VESSELS 

Section 1011—Limitation on Use of Funds in the National Defense Sealift Fund to 
Purchase Certain Used Foreign Constructed Vessels 

 This section would amend section 2218 of title 10, United States Code, to 
allow the Secretary of the Navy to purchase more than 10 used, foreign-constructed 
vessels if the Secretary meets certain conditions. To use the authority to buy more 
than 10 used, foreign-constructed vessels, the Secretary would have to procure two 
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new vessels constructed in the United States for each used, foreign-constructed 
vessel after a tenth vessel is procured. Further, section 2218 of title 10, United 
States Code, would be amended to prohibit the procurement of used, foreign-
constructed vessels that were constructed in the People's Republic of China or a by 
a Chinese military company. 

Section 1012—Requirements for Amphibious Warfare Ship Force Structure 

 This section would require the Department of the Navy to adjust 
maintenance schedules and repair actions to maintain the minimum number of 
available amphibious warships needed to meet operational requirements. An 
available amphibious warship would be defined as an  amphibious assault ship 
(general purpose) (LHA), an amphibious assault ship (multi-purpose) (LHD), an 
amphibious transport dock (LPD), or a dock landing ship (LSD) that does not have a 
temporary critical limiting restriction, is not in a maintenance phase, is not in post-
delivery testing, and is not in the process of decommissioning.  

Section 1013—Navy Senior Technical Authority 

 This section would require the Senior Technical Authority to report directly 
to the program executive officer for each vessel class. Further, the Senior Technical 
Authority would be responsible for determining that all design requirements are 
directly related to the capability development document for the vessel class and 
may not approve any design requirements that are unnecessary. 

Section 1014—Alternative Contracting Authority for United States Naval Ships 

 This section would allow the Secretary of the Navy to utilize a Vessel 
Construction Manager for vessels to be designated as a United States Naval Ship 
and operated by civilian or commercial mariners. 

Section 1016—Metrics for Basic and Functional Design for Ship Construction 

 This section would require the Secretary of the Navy to select a metric to 
measure the progression of basic and functional design completion as required in 
section 8669c(1) of title 10, United States Code. 

Section 1017—Sense of Congress Regarding Naming of Vessel for Battle of Dai Do 

 This section would express a sense of Congress that the Secretary of the 
Navy should name an amphibious or expeditionary class vessel for the Battle of Dai 
Do (Vietnam war). 

SUBTITLE E—REPORTS 
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Section 1051—Mobility Capability Requirements Study 

This section extends the due date of the Mobility Capability Requirements 
Study. 

SUBTITLE F—OTHER MATTERS 

Section 1072—Extension of the National Commission on the Future of the Navy 

The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 
118-159) extended the deadline for the Navy commission to January 1, 2026.
Because of the recent vacancy and lack of appropriation the commission has not
begun working on its recommendations. This section would extend the deadline by 1
year.

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL 
SECURITY AUTHORIZATIONS AND OTHER 

AUTHORIZATIONS 

TITLE XXXV—MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS 

SUBTITLE A—MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 

Section 3501—Authorization of Appropriations for Maritime Administration 

This section would authorize funds for the Maritime Administration. 

SUBTITLE B—MARITIME INFRASTRUCTURE 

Section 3511—Clarification regarding Use of Port Infrastructure Development 
Program Funds to Replace Chinese Port Crane Hardware or Software 

This section would amend section 54301 of title 46, United States Code, to 
clarify that projects to remove port crane hardware or software from the People's 
Republic of China are eligible for grants under the Port Infrastructure Development 
Program. 

Section 3512—Clarification of Certain Authorities Relating to Deepwater Ports 

This section would amend several sections in chapter 29 of title 33, United 
States Code, to make the Department of Transportation the lead agency under the 
Deepwater Ports Act for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 
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1969. It would also allow the Secretary of Transportation to issue regulations for 
such purposes and provisions. 

Section 3513—Eligibility of Shore Power Projects under Port Infrastructure 
Development Program 

This section would extend the eligibility of cruise vessels for grants to fund 
shore power projects under the Port Infrastructure Development Program through 
fiscal year 2026. 

SUBTITLE C—REPORTS 

Section 3521—Report on Use of Commercial Contracting Agent for Crewing and 
Operation of Military Sealift Command Vessels 

This section would require the Secretary of the Navy to provide a report to 
the congressional defense committees on the potential use of contracted commercial 
mariners for the operation of vessels for Military Sealift Command. 

SUBTITLE D—OTHER MATTERS 

Section 3532—Cargoes Procured, Furnished, or Financed by United States 
Government 

This section would amend section 55305 of title 46, United States Code, to 
make changes to cargo preference requirements for cargoes procured, financed, or 
otherwise obtained for the Department of Transportation. The Secretary of 
Transportation or the recipient of such financing would be required to take 
necessary and practicable steps to ensure that 100 percent of the gross tonnage of 
that cargo is transported on privately-owned vessels of the United States. 

Section 3533—Treatment of the University of Louisiana Maritime Academy as a 
State Maritime Academy 

This section would allow the University of Louisiana Maritime Academy to 
be provisionally treated as a State Maritime Academy under chapter 515 of title 46, 
United States Code. 
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3 

Subtitle B—Navy Programs 1

SEC. 111 øLog 82765¿. CONTRACT AUTHORITY FOR FORD 2

CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIER PROGRAM. 3

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the 4

Navy may enter into one or more contracts for the pro-5

curement of not more than two Ford class aircraft car-6

riers. 7

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT AND 8

ECONOMIC ORDER QUANTITY.—The Secretary of the 9

Navy may enter into one or more contracts for advance 10

procurement, advance construction, and material and 11

equipment in economic order quantities associated with 12

the procurement of the Ford class aircraft carriers for 13

which contracts are authorized under subsection (a). 14

(c) USE OF INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—With respect 15

to a contract entered into under subsection (a) or (b), the 16

Secretary of the Navy may use incremental funding to 17

make payments under the contract. 18

(d) LIABILITY.—Any contract entered into under 19

subsection (a) or (b) shall provide that— 20

(1) any obligation of the United States to make 21

a payment under the contract is subject to the avail-22

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and 23

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government 24

for termination of any contract entered into shall be 25
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limited to the total amount of funding obligated to 1

the contract at time of termination. 2
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SEC. 112 øLog 82780¿. CONTRACT AUTHORITY FOR COLUM-1

BIA CLASS SUBMARINE PROGRAM. 2

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the 3

Navy may enter into a contract, beginning with fiscal year 4

2026, for the procurement of up to five Columbia class 5

submarines. 6

(b) INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—With respect to a con-7

tract entered into under subsection (a), the Secretary of 8

the Navy may use incremental funding to make payments 9

under the contract. 10

(c) FUNDING AND LIABILITY.—Any contract entered 11

into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 12

(1) any obligation of the United States to make 13

a payment under the contract is subject to the avail-14

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and 15

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government 16

for termination of any contract entered into shall be 17

limited to the total amount of funding obligated to 18

the contract at time of termination. 19
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SEC. 113 øLog 82766¿. AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCURE-1

MENT OF CERTAIN COMPONENTS TO SUP-2

PORT CONTINUOUS PRODUCTION OF VIR-3

GINIA CLASS SUBMARINES. 4

(a) IN GENERAL.— The Secretary of the Navy may 5

enter into one or more contracts, prior to ship authoriza-6

tion, for the advance procurement of covered components 7

for Virginia class submarines, including procurement of 8

such components in economic order quantities when cost 9

savings are achievable. 10

(b) FUNDING AND LIABILITY.—Any contract entered 11

into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 12

(1) any obligation of the United States to make 13

a payment under the contract is subject to the avail-14

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and 15

(2) the total liability to the Federal Government 16

for termination of the contract shall be limited to 17

the total amount of funding obligated for the con-18

tract at the time of termination. 19

(c) BUDGET REQUESTS.—In the budget justification 20

materials submitted in support of the budget of the De-21

partment of Defense (as submitted with the budget of the 22

President under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States 23

Code) for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal year thereafter, 24

the Secretary of the Navy shall include a separate budget 25

display identifying the amounts requested pursuant to this 26

VerDate Nov 24 2008 12:02 Jun 23, 2025 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\USERS\BJGALLAGHER\APPDATA\ROAMING\SOFTQUAD\XMETAL\11.0\GEN\C\T1.XM
June 23, 2025 (12:02 p.m.)

G:\CMTE\AS\26\H\TITLE PACKAGES\T1.XML

g:\V\F\062325\F062325.006.xml           (998702|3)
13



7 

section set forth by the specific program, project, or activ-1

ity under the Virginia class submarine program for which 2

such funds are requested. 3

(d) COVERED COMPONENTS DEFINED.—In this sec-4

tion, the term ‘‘covered components’’ means the following 5

components for Virginia class submarines: 6

(1) Propulsion plant equipment. 7

(2) Diesel Systems and associated components. 8

(3) Castings, forgings, and tank structures. 9

(4) Air flasks. 10

(5) Payload tubes. 11

(6) Major Valves And Associated Components. 12

(7) Hatches. 13

(8) Steering and drive components. 14

(9) Major Pumps And Motors. 15

(10) Snorkel mast and components. 16

(11) Torpedo tubes. 17

(12) Atmosphere control equipment. 18
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SEC. 114 øLog 82424¿. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-1

ITY FOR YARD, REPAIR, BERTHING, AND 2

MESSING BARGES. 3

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT.— 4

Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, 5

the Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more 6

multiyear contracts, beginning with the fiscal year 2026 7

program year, for the procurement of Yard, Repair, 8

Berthing, and Messing Barges and associated material. 9

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The 10

Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more con-11

tracts, beginning in fiscal year 2026, for advance procure-12

ment associated with the barges for which authorization 13

to enter into a multiyear procurement contract is provided 14

under subsection (a), which may include procurement of 15

economic order quantities of material and equipment for 16

such barges when cost savings are achievable. 17

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS AND TERMINATION LI-18

ABILITY.—Any contract entered into under subsection (a) 19

shall provide that— 20

(1) any obligation of the United States to make 21

a payment under the contract is subject to the avail-22

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and 23

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government 24

for termination of the contract shall be limited to 25
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the total amount of funding obligated to the contract 1

at the time of termination. 2
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SEC. 115 øLog 82361¿. VESSEL CONSTRUCTION MANAGER 1

FOR FOLLOW-ON SHIPS OF THE LANDING 2

SHIP MEDIUM PROGRAM. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—After the construction of the lead 4

ship of the Landing Ship Medium program has com-5

menced, the Secretary of the Navy shall seek to enter into 6

an agreement with an appropriate vessel construction 7

manager pursuant to which the vessel construction man-8

ager shall seek to enter into one or more contracts for 9

the construction of not more than 8 additional landing 10

ships under the program. 11

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL SHIPS.—The 12

additional landing ships authorized to be constructed 13

under subsection (a), shall be nondevelopmental items con-14

structed using a design that is— 15

(1) the same as the design of the lead ship; or 16

(2) derived from such design. 17

(c) LEAD SHIP DEFINED.—In this section, the term 18

‘‘lead ship’’ means the first landing ship procured as a 19

commercial or nondevelopmental item as authorized under 20

section 128(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act 21

for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159). 22
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SEC. 116 øLog 82761¿. LIMITATION ON CONSTRUCTION OF 1

MODULAR ATTACK SURFACE CRAFT. 2

The Secretary of the Navy may not enter into a con-3

tract or other agreement that includes a scope of work, 4

including priced or unpriced options, for the construction, 5

advance procurement, or long-lead material of the lead 6

ship of the Modular Attack Surface Craft program until 7

the Secretary certifies to the congressional defense com-8

mittees that such ship will be designed and constructed 9

for the primary purpose of operating autonomously. 10
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SEC. 117 øLog 82423¿. INCLUSION OF AMPHIBIOUS WAR-1

FARE SHIP SPARES AND REPAIR PARTS AS A 2

SEPARATE LINE ITEM IN NAVY BUDGET JUS-3

TIFICATION MATERIALS. 4

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the budget justification mate-5

rials submitted to Congress in support of the Department 6

of the Defense budget for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal 7

year thereafter (as submitted with the budget of the Presi-8

dent under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States 9

Code), the Secretary of the Navy shall include one or more 10

dedicated line items for spare parts and repair parts for 11

amphibious warfare ships in the budget display for other 12

procurement, Navy. 13

(b) AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE SHIP DEFINED.—In this 14

section, the term ‘‘amphibious warfare ship’’ has the 15

meaning given that term in section 8062(h) of title 10, 16

United States Code. 17
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SEC. 118 øLog 82208¿. STRATEGY FOR NAVY INVESTMENT IN 1

AND SUPPORT FOR THE MARITIME INDUS-2

TRIAL BASE. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the 4

date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 5

Navy shall develop and implement a strategy for investing 6

in and supporting the maritime industrial base to address 7

cost and schedule challenges for surface and submarine 8

shipbuilding programs. 9

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy under subsection (a) 10

shall— 11

(1) focus on ensuring reliable supplies of se-12

quence critical components for submarine and sur-13

face shipbuilding programs; and 14

(2) include measures— 15

(A) to identify key performance indicators 16

to measure return on investment; 17

(B) to centralize data collection to support 18

further analysis of maritime industrial base per-19

formance; and 20

(C) to apply artificial intelligence to mon-21

itor and predict potential supply chain chal-22

lenges, including potential disruptions, material 23

shortages, delivery delays, and other such fac-24

tors. 25

VerDate Nov 24 2008 12:02 Jun 23, 2025 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\USERS\BJGALLAGHER\APPDATA\ROAMING\SOFTQUAD\XMETAL\11.0\GEN\C\T1.XM
June 23, 2025 (12:02 p.m.)

G:\CMTE\AS\26\H\TITLE PACKAGES\T1.XML

g:\V\F\062325\F062325.006.xml           (998702|3)
20



14 

(c) REPORT.—Following completion of the strategy 1

required under subsection (a), but not later than 210 days 2

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 3

of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense com-4

mittees a report on the strategy. The report shall in-5

clude— 6

(1) a summary of the strategy; 7

(2) timelines for implementation of the strat-8

egy; and 9

(3) an explanation of how the strategy is ex-10

pected to address cost and schedule challenges for 11

surface and submarine shipbuilding programs. 12
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Subtitle C—Air Force Programs 1

SEC. 121 øLog 82176¿. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM INVEN-2

TORY REQUIREMENTS FOR AIR REFUELING 3

TANKER AIRCRAFT. 4

(a) MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—Section 5

9062(j) of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 6

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘a total air-7

craft inventory of air refueling tanker aircraft of not 8

less than 466 aircraft’’ and inserting ‘‘a total air-9

craft inventory of air refueling tanker aircraft— 10

‘‘(A) of not less than 466 aircraft during 11

the period ending on September 30, 2026; 12

‘‘(B) of not less than 485 aircraft during 13

the period beginning on October 1, 2026, and 14

ending on September 30, 2027; and 15

‘‘(C) of not less than 504 aircraft begin-16

ning on October 1, 2027.’’; and 17

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘below 466’’ 18

and inserting ‘‘below the applicable level specified in 19

paragraph (1)’’. 20

(b) PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF KC–135 AIR-21

CRAFT IN PMAI OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS.— 22

(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-23

ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise 24

made available for fiscal year 2026 for the Air Force 25
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may be obligated or expended to reduce the number 1

of KC–135 aircraft designated as primary mission 2

aircraft inventory within the reserve components of 3

the Air Force. 4

(2) PRIMARY MISSION AIRCRAFT INVENTORY 5

DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘primary 6

mission aircraft inventory’’ has the meaning given 7

that term in section 9062(i)(2)(B) of title 10, 8

United States Code. 9
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SEC. 122 øLog 82187¿. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENTS RE-1

LATING TO C–130 AIRCRAFT. 2

(a) EXTENSION OF MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIRE-3

MENT.—Section 146(a)(3)(B) of the James M. Inhofe Na-4

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 5

(Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2455), as amended by 6

section 145(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act 7

for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is amended 8

by striking ‘‘2025’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’. 9

(b) EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF 10

C-130 AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED TO NATIONAL GUARD.—Sec-11

tion 146(b)(1) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense 12

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117– 13

263; 136 Stat. 2455), as amended by section 145(b) of 14

the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 15

2025 (Public Law 118–159), is amended by striking 16

‘‘2025’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’. 17
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SEC. 123 øLog 82247¿. PRESERVATION OF CERTAIN RETIRED 1

KC–10 AIRCRAFT. 2

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections (b) and (c), 3

the Secretary of the Air Force shall preserve each KC– 4

10 aircraft that is retired by the Secretary during a period 5

in which the total inventory of air refueling aircraft of the 6

Air Force is less than 504. 7

(b) MANNER OF PRESERVATION.—The retired KC– 8

10 aircraft preserved under subsection (a) shall be pre-9

served such that each aircraft— 10

(1) is stored in flyable condition; 11

(2) can be returned to service as an air refuel-12

ing aircraft (which shall include retaining the air re-13

fueling boom on the aircraft); and 14

(3) is not used to supply parts to other aircraft 15

unless specifically authorized by the Secretary of De-16

fense upon a request by the Secretary of the Air 17

Force. 18

(c) AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE OF PRESERVED AIR-19

CRAFT.—A KC–10 aircraft preserved under subsection (a) 20

may be disposed of in accordance with chapter 5 of title 21

40, United States Code. 22
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SEC. 124 øLog 82770¿. LIMITATION ON PROCUREMENT OF 1

KC–46 AIRCRAFT PENDING CERTIFICATION 2

ON CORRECTION OF DEFICIENCIES. 3

(a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of Defense may not 4

accept or take delivery of covered KC–46 aircraft in excess 5

of the maximum quantity specified in subsection (c) until 6

the Secretary— 7

(1) certifies to the congressional defense com-8

mittees that the Secretary has developed and is im-9

plementing a plan of corrective actions and mile-10

stones to resolve all Category 1 deficiencies identi-11

fied with respect to KC–46 aircraft; and 12

(2) submits such plan to such committees, 13

which shall include— 14

(A) an estimate of the total amount of 15

funds required to complete implementation of 16

the plan; 17

(B) realistic event-driven schedules to 18

achieve the objectives of the plan; and 19

(C) a schedule risk assessment to a min-20

imum of 80 percent confidence level. 21

(b) FORM.—The plan described in subsection (a)(2) 22

shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may contain 23

a classified annex. 24
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20 

(c) MAXIMUM QUANTITY.—The maximum quantity 1

of covered KC–46 aircraft specified in this subsection is 2

183 aircraft. 3

(d) COVERED KC–46 AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In this 4

section, the term ‘‘covered KC–46 aircraft’’ means new 5

production KC–46 aircraft the procurement of which is 6

fully funded by the United States. 7
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SEC. 125 øLog 82177¿. REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO EXECU-1

TIVE AIRLIFT AIRCRAFT. 2

(a) ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVES.— 3

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air 4

Force shall conduct an analysis of alternatives to 5

identify potential solutions for the recapitalization of 6

the executive airlift aircraft fleet of the Air Force. 7

In conducting such analysis, the Secretary shall seek 8

to identify aircraft solutions that have capabilities 9

comparable to the capabilities of commercial pas-10

senger aircraft in terms of range. 11

(2) TIMELINE.—The Secretary of the Air Force 12

shall— 13

(A) initiate the analysis of alternatives re-14

quired under paragraph (1) not later than 30 15

days after the date of the enactment of this 16

Act; and 17

(B) complete such analysis not later than 18

April 1, 2026. 19

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 20

completing the analysis of alternatives required 21

under paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Air Force 22

shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services 23

of the Senate and the House of Representatives a 24

report on the results of the analysis. 25
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(b) PRIORITIZATION STANDARDS.—Not later than 1

December 1, 2025, the Secretary of the Air Force shall 2

establish standards for prioritizing access to executive air-3

lift aircraft among authorized users of such aircraft within 4

the Federal Government. 5

(c) PERSONNEL.— 6

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1, 7

2026, the Secretary of Defense shall assign a career 8

appointee (as that term is defined in section 3132(a) 9

of title 5, United States Code) in the Senior Execu-10

tive Service at the Department of Defense to coordi-11

nate— 12

(A) the efficient tasking of executive airlift 13

aircraft; and 14

(B) compliance with rules, regulations, 15

policies and guidance relating to such aircraft, 16

including the prioritization standards developed 17

under subsection (b). 18

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The career appointee 19

assigned under paragraph (1) shall, as determined 20

by the Secretary, have knowledge and experience re-21

lating to executive airlift aircraft, including famili-22

arity with the executive airlift fleets of the Armed 23

Forces and knowledge of policies and procedures for 24

the prioritization of executive airlift users. 25

VerDate Nov 24 2008 12:02 Jun 23, 2025 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\USERS\BJGALLAGHER\APPDATA\ROAMING\SOFTQUAD\XMETAL\11.0\GEN\C\T1.XM
June 23, 2025 (12:02 p.m.)

G:\CMTE\AS\26\H\TITLE PACKAGES\T1.XML

g:\V\F\062325\F062325.006.xml           (998702|3)
29



7 

Subtitle B—Naval Vessels 1

SEC. 1011 [Log 82205]. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS IN 2

THE NATIONAL DEFENSE SEALIFT FUND TO 3

PURCHASE CERTAIN USED FOREIGN CON-4

STRUCTED VESSELS. 5

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2218 of title 10, United 6

States Code, is amended— 7

(1) in subsection (f)— 8

(A) in paragraph (3)— 9

(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting 10

‘‘(other than an excluded vessel)’’ after 11

‘‘any used vessel’’; 12

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting 13

‘‘(other than an excluded vessel)’’ after ‘‘a 14

used vessel’’; 15

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C) and 16

inserting the following new subparagraph 17

(C): 18

‘‘(C) The Secretary may only use the authority under 19

this paragraph to purchase more than 10 foreign-con-20

structed vessels if, for each such vessel so purchased after 21

the tenth vessel, the Secretary purchases two vessels under 22

paragraph (4).’’. 23
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(iv) in subsection (D), by striking 1

‘‘subparagraph (A)’’ and inserting ‘‘this 2

paragraph’’; 3

(v) by striking subparagraph (E) and 4

redesignating subparagraphs (F) and (G) 5

as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respec-6

tively; and 7

(B) by adding at the end the following new 8

paragraph (4): 9

‘‘(4) A vessel purchased under this paragraph is a 10

vessel— 11

‘‘(A) purchased using funds in the National De-12

fense Sealift Fund 13

‘‘(B) constructed in a ship yard located in the 14

United States; and 15

‘‘(C) the construction of which is managed by 16

a commercial vessel construction manager.’’; and 17

(2) in subsection (k), by adding at the end the 18

following new paragraph: 19

‘‘(6) The term ‘excluded vessel’ means a vessel 20

that was— 21

‘‘(A) constructed or substantially modified 22

by an entity located in the People’s Republic of 23

China; or 24
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‘‘(B) constructed by a Chinese military 1

company, as such term is defined in section 2

1260H(d)(1) of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-3

berry National Defense Authorization Act for 4

Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 5

U.S.C. 113 note).’’. 6

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Section 2218 of title 7

10, United States Code, as amended by subsection (a), 8

is further amended— 9

(1) in subsection (c)(1)(D), by striking ‘‘section 10

11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 (50 11

U.S.C. 4405)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 57100 of title 12

46’’; 13

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘section 14

1424(b) of Public Law 101–510 (104 Stat. 1683)’’ 15

and inserting ‘‘section 1424(b) of the National De-16

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1991 (Pub-17

lic Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 8661 note)’’; 18

(3) in subsection (k)— 19

(A) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘sec-20

tion 1424 of Public Law 101–510 (104 Stat. 21

1683)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 1424 of the Na-22

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 23

Year 1991 (Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 24

8661 note)’’; and 25
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10 

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking ‘‘sec-1

tion 11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 2

(50 U.S.C. 4405)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 3

57100 of title 46’’. 4
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SEC. 1012 [Log 82513]. REQUIREMENTS FOR AMPHIBIOUS 1

WARFARE SHIP FORCE STRUCTURE. 2

Section 8062 of title 10, United States Code, is 3

amended— 4

(1) in subsection (e)— 5

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 6

the end; 7

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the pe-8

riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 9

(C) by adding at the end the following new 10

paragraph: 11

‘‘(4) the Navy adjusts scheduled maintenance 12

and repair actions to maintain the minimum number 13

of available amphibious warfare ships to meet oper-14

ational requirements.’’; and 15

(2) by amending subsection (h) to read as fol-16

lows: 17

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 18

‘‘(1) The term ‘amphibious warfare ship’ means 19

a ship that is classified as an amphibious assault 20

ship (general purpose) (LHA), an amphibious as-21

sault ship (multi-purpose) (LHD), an amphibious 22

transport dock (LPD), or a dock landing ship 23

(LSD). 24

‘‘(2) The term ‘available’, with respect to an 25

amphibious warfare ship, means that the ship— 26
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‘‘(A) does not have a temporary critical 1

limiting restriction preventing the conduct of 2

training and operations; 3

‘‘(B) is not in a maintenance phase; 4

‘‘(C) is not conducting post-delivery test 5

and trials; and 6

‘‘(D) is not preparing to decommission.’’. 7
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SEC. 1013 [Log 82207]. NAVY SENIOR TECHNICAL AUTHOR-1

ITY. 2

Section 8669b of title 10, United States Code, is 3

amended— 4

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by amending subpara-5

graph (B) to read as follows: 6

‘‘(B) reports directly to the program execu-7

tive officer.’’; and 8

(2) in subsection (b)— 9

(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘Each Sen-10

ior’’; and 11

(B) by adding at the end the following new 12

paragraph: 13

‘‘(2) Each Senior Technical Authority shall also be 14

responsible for the determination that all design require-15

ments for a vessel class are directly related to a key per-16

formance parameter or key system attribute established 17

in the capability development document for the vessel 18

class. Any requirements that the Senior Technical Author-19

ity determines are unnecessary to meet a key performance 20

parameter or key system attribute shall not be approved.’’. 21
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SEC. 1014 [Log 82211]. ALTERNATIVE CONTRACTING AU-1

THORITY FOR UNITED STATES NAVAL SHIPS. 2

Chapter 863 of title 10, United States Code, is 3

amended by adding at the end the following new section: 4

‘‘§ 8698. Alternative contracting authority for United 5

States Naval Ships 6

‘‘(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the Navy may 7

enter into an agreement with an appropriate vessel con-8

struction manager, other than the Department of the 9

Navy, under which the vessel construction manager shall 10

enter into a contract for the construction of a vessel to 11

be designated as a United States Naval Ship and operated 12

by civilian or commercial mariners. 13

‘‘(b) DESIGN STANDARDS AND CONSTRUCTION PRAC-14

TICES.—To the maximum extent practicable, the Sec-15

retary of the Navy shall ensure that a vessel constructed 16

pursuant to this section is constructed using commercial 17

design standards and commercial construction practices.’’. 18
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SEC. 1016 [Log 82217]. METRICS FOR BASIC AND FUNC-1

TIONAL DESIGN FOR SHIP CONSTRUCTION. 2

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the 3

date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 4

Navy shall select a metric to measure the progression of 5

basic and functional design with respect to the construc-6

tion of ships. 7

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 45 days after the selec-8

tion of a metric under subsection (a), the Secretary of the 9

Navy shall submit to the congressional defense committees 10

a report on such metric that includes the justification for 11

the selection of the metric. 12

(c) BASIC AND FUNCTIONAL DESIGN.—In this sec-13

tion, the term ‘‘basic and functional design’’ has the mean-14

ing given such term in section 8669c(1) of title 10, United 15

States Code. 16
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SEC. 1017 [Log 82838]. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 1

NAMING OF VESSEL FOR BATTLE OF DAI DO. 2

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of the 3

Navy should name an amphibious or expeditionary class 4

vessel for the Battle of Dai Do. 5
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Subtitle E—Reports 1

SEC. 1051 [Log 82188]. MOBILITY CAPABILITY REQUIRE-2

MENTS STUDY. 3

Section 1068 of the Servicemember Quality of Life 4

Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act for 5

Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159) is amended— 6

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘one year7

after the date of the enactment of this Act’’ and in-8

serting ‘‘December 23, 2025’’; and 9

(2) in subsection (c)—10

(A) in paragraph (1)—11

(i) in the paragraph headling, by12

striking ‘‘BRIEFING’’ and inserting ‘‘BRIEF-13

INGS’’; and 14

(ii) by inserting ‘‘and not later than15

six months after the date of the enactment 16

of the National Defense Authorization Act 17

for Fiscal Year 2026’’ after ‘‘this Act’’; 18

and 19

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘one20

year after the date of the enactment of this 21

Act’’ and inserting ‘‘December 23, 2025’’. 22
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SEC. 1072 [Log 82422]. EXTENSION OF THE NATIONAL COM-1

MISSION ON THE FUTURE OF THE NAVY. 2

Section 1092(a)(4) of the James M. Inhofe National 3

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public 4

Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2809), as amended by section 5

1083 of the Service Member Quality of Life Improvement 6

and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 7

2025 (Public Law 118–159), is further amended by strik-8

ing ‘‘January 15, 2026’’ and inserting ‘‘January 15, 9

2027’’. 10
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2 

Subtitle A—Maritime 1

Administration 2

SEC. 3501 [Log 82427]. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-3

TIONS FOR MARITIME ADMINISTRATION. 4

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appro-5

priated to the Department of Transportation for fiscal 6

year 2026, for programs associated with maintaining the 7

United States Merchant Marine, the following amounts: 8

(1) For expenses necessary to support the 9

United States Merchant Marine Academy, 10

$201,500,000, of which— 11

(A) $101,500,000 shall be for Academy 12

operations; 13

(B) $50,000,000 shall be for facilities 14

maintenance and repair and equipment; and 15

(C) $50,000,000 shall be for the develop-16

ment of a design-build plan for the phased re-17

habilitation, modernization, and construction of 18

facilities and infrastructure at the United 19

States Merchant Marine Academy in accord-20

ance with the Campus Modernization Plan re-21

quired by section 51329 of title 46, United 22

States Code, as added by ølog 82452¿. 23

(2) For expenses necessary to support the State 24

maritime academies, $58,800,000, of which— 25
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3 

(A) $4,800,000 shall be for the Student 1

Incentive Payment Program; 2

(B) $13,000,000 shall be for direct pay-3

ments for State maritime academies; 4

(C) $12,000,000 shall be for training ship 5

fuel assistance; 6

(D) $4,000,000 shall be for offsetting the 7

costs of training ship sharing; and 8

(E) $25,000,000 shall be for maintenance 9

and repair of State maritime academy training 10

vessels. 11

(3) For expenses necessary to support the Na-12

tional Security Multi-Mission Vessel program, in-13

cluding funds for construction and necessary ex-14

penses to construct shoreside infrastructure to sup-15

port such vessels, $75,000,000. 16

(4) For expenses necessary to support Maritime 17

Administration operations and programs, 18

$105,500,000, of which— 19

(A) $15,000,000 shall be for the maritime 20

environmental and technical assistance program 21

under section 50307 of title 46, United States 22

Code; 23

(B) $15,000,000 shall be for the United 24

States marine highway program, including to 25
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4 

make grants authorized under section 55601 of 1

title 46, United States Code; 2

(C) $2,000,000 shall be for the Office of 3

Environment and Compliance, including to as-4

sist in the environmental review of grant and 5

permit programs administered by the Maritime 6

Administration; and 7

(D) $73,500,000 shall be for headquarters 8

operations expenses. 9

(5) For expenses necessary for the disposal of 10

obsolete vessels in the National Defense Reserve 11

Fleet of the Maritime Administration, $6,000,000. 12

(6) For expenses necessary to maintain and 13

preserve a United States flag merchant marine to 14

serve the national security needs of the United 15

States under chapter 531 of title 46, United States 16

Code, $390,000,000. 17

(7) For expenses necessary to maintain and 18

preserve a United States flag merchant marine to 19

serve the national security needs of the United 20

States under chapter 534 of title 46, United States 21

Code, $122,400,000. 22

(8) For expenses necessary for the loan guar-23

antee program authorized under chapter 537 of title 24

46, United States Code, $33,700,000, of which— 25
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5 

(A) $30,000,000 may be used for the cost1

(as such term is defined in section 502(5) of 2

the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 3

U.S.C. 661a(5)) of loan guarantees under the 4

program; and 5

(B) $3,700,000 may be used for adminis-6

trative expenses relating to loan guarantee com-7

mitments under the program. 8

(9) For expenses necessary to provide assist-9

ance to small shipyards and for maritime training 10

programs authorized under section 54101 of title 46, 11

United States Code, $105,000,000. 12

(10) For expenses necessary to implement the13

port infrastructure development program, as author-14

ized under section 54301 of title 46, United States 15

Code, subject to the limitation under subsection (b), 16

$550,000,000, to remain available until expended. 17

(b) LIMITATION.—18

(1) IN GENERAL.—No funds may be obligated19

or expended for the port infrastructure development 20

program pursuant to subsection (a)(9) to make a 21

grant to be used for the purchase of fully automated 22

cargo handling equipment that is remotely operated 23

or remotely monitored with or without the exercise 24

of human intervention or control, if the Secretary of 25
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6 

Transportation determines such equipment would re-1

sult in a net loss of jobs within a port or port ter-2

minal. 3

(2) REPORT.—If the Secretary makes a deter-4

mination pursuant to paragraph (1), not later than 5

three days after the date on which such determina-6

tion is made, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-7

mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 8

the Senate and the Committee on Transportation 9

and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives 10

a report that includes the data and analysis used by 11

the Secretary in making such determination. 12
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7 

Subtitle B—Maritime 1

Infrastructure 2

SEC. 3511 [Log 82629]. CLARIFICATION REGARDING USE OF 3

PORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 4

PROGRAM FUNDS TO REPLACE CHINESE 5

PORT CRANE HARDWARE OR SOFTWARE. 6

Section 54301(a)(3)(A)(ii)(III) of title 46, United 7

States Code, is amended— 8

(1) by striking ‘‘including projects to improve 9

port resilience;’’ and inserting ‘‘including—’’; and 10

(2) by adding at the end the following new 11

items: 12

‘‘(aa) projects to improve 13

port resilience; and 14

‘‘(bb) projects to upgrade or 15

replace port cranes or parts of 16

port cranes (including hardware 17

and software) that— 18

‘‘(AA) were installed or 19

provided by the People’s Re-20

public of China or any de-21

partment, ministry, center, 22

agency, or instrumentality of 23

the Government of the Peo-24

ple’s Republic of China; or 25
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8 

‘‘(BB) are maintained, 1

controlled, or sponsored by 2

the People’s Republic of 3

China or any department, 4

ministry, center, agency, or 5

instrumentality of the Gov-6

ernment of the People’s Re-7

public of China;’’. 8
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9 

SEC. 3512 [Log 82635]. CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN AU-1

THORITIES RELATING TO DEEPWATER 2

PORTS. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5(a) of the Deepwater 4

Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1504(a)) is amended by 5

striking the first sentence and inserting ‘‘Notwithstanding 6

section 888(b) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 7

U.S.C. 468(b)), the Secretary shall have the authority to 8

issue regulations to carry out the purposes and provisions 9

of this Act, in accordance with the provisions of section 10

553 of title 5, United States Code, without regard to sub-11

section (a) thereof.’’. 12

(b) NEPA COMPLIANCE.—Section 5 of the Deep-13

water Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1504) is amended by 14

striking subsection (f) and inserting the following: 15

‘‘(f) NEPA COMPLIANCE.— 16

‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF LEAD AGENCY.—In this 17

subsection, the term ‘lead agency’ has the meaning 18

given the term in section 111 of the National Envi-19

ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4336e). 20

‘‘(2) LEAD AGENCY.— 21

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For all applications, 22

the Department of Transportation shall be the 23

Federal lead agency for purposes of the Na-24

tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 25

U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 26
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10 

‘‘(B) EFFECT OF COMPLIANCE.—Compli-1

ance with the National Environmental Policy 2

Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) in accord-3

ance with subparagraph (A) shall fulfill the re-4

quirement of the Federal lead agency in car-5

rying out the responsibilities under the National 6

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 7

4321 et seq.) pursuant to this Act.’’. 8

(c) REGULATIONS.—9

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months10

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 11

Commandant of the Coast Guard shall transfer the 12

authorities provided to the Coast Guard in part 148 13

of title 33, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect 14

on the date of the enactment of this Act), except as 15

provided in paragraph (2), to the Secretary of 16

Transportation. 17

(2) RETENTION OF AUTHORITY.—The Com-18

mandant shall retain responsibility for authorities 19

pertaining to design, construction, equipment, and 20

operation of deepwater ports and navigational safe-21

ty. 22

(3) UPDATES TO AUTHORITY.—As soon as23

practicable after the date of enactment of this Act, 24

the Secretary of Transportation shall issue such reg-25
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11 

ulations as are necessary to reflect the updates to 1

authorities prescribed by this subsection. 2

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sec-3

tion, or the amendments made by this section, may be con-4

strued to limit the authorities of other governmental agen-5

cies previously delegated authorities of the Deepwater 6

Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) or any other 7

law. 8

(e) APPLICATIONS.—Nothing in this section, or the 9

amendments made by this section, shall apply to any ap-10

plication submitted before the date of the enactment of 11

this Act. 12
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SEC. 3513 [Log 82628]. ELIGIBILITY OF SHORE POWER 1

PROJECTS UNDER PORT INFRASTRUCTURE 2

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—In making port infrastructure de-4

velopment grants under section 54301 of title 46, United 5

States Code, for fiscal year 2026, the Secretary of Trans-6

portation shall treat a project described in subsection (b) 7

as— 8

(1) having met the requirements of paragraph 9

(1) and (6)(A)(i) of section 54301(a) of such title; 10

and 11

(2) being an eligible project under section 12

5430l(a)(3) of such title. 13

(b) PROJECT DESCRIBED.—A project described in 14

this subsection is a project to provide shore power at a 15

port that services both of the following: 16

(1) Passenger vessels described in section 17

3507(k) of title 46, United States Code. 18

(2) Vessels that move goods or freight. 19
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13 

Subtitle C—Reports 1

SEC. 3521 [Log 82362]. REPORT ON USE OF COMMERCIAL 2

CONTRACTING AGENT FOR CREWING AND 3

OPERATION OF MILITARY SEALIFT COM-4

MAND VESSELS. 5

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than April 1, 2026, the 6

Secretary of the Navy, in consultation with the Adminis-7

trator of the Maritime Administration, shall submit to the 8

Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House 9

of Representatives a report on the use of a commercial 10

contracting agent for the crewing and operation of mili-11

tary sealift command vessels. 12

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under sub-13

section (a) shall contain each of the following: 14

(1) An assessment of whether the crewing and 15

operation of military sealift command vessels 16

through the use of a commercial contracting agent 17

would mitigate the shortage of civilian mariners and 18

increase availability of military sealift command ves-19

sels. 20

(2) Any examples of operations within the Mili-21

tary Sealift Command being carried out through a 22

contract, as of the date of the enactment of this Act. 23

(3) An identification of potential cost savings24

associated with the crewing and operation of military 25
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14 

sealift command vessels through the use of a com-1

mercial contracting agent. 2

(4) An identification of specific military sealift3

command vessels or missions that may be suitable 4

for crewing or operation through the use of a com-5

mercial contracting agent. 6
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SEC. 3532 [Log 82630]. CARGOES PROCURED, FURNISHED, 1

OR FINANCED BY UNITED STATES GOVERN-2

MENT. 3

Section 55305 of title 46, United States Code, is 4

amended— 5

(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘‘When the 6

United States Government’’ and inserting ‘‘Except 7

as provided in subsection ( c), when the United 8

States Government’’; 9

(2) by redesignating subsections (c) through (f) 10

as subsections (d) through (g), respectively; and 11

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-12

lowing: 13

‘‘(c) EXCEPTION.—When the Department of Trans-14

portation procures, contracts for, or otherwise obtains for 15

its own account, or provides financing in any way with 16

Federal funds or advances funds or credits, for the fur-17

nishing or obtaining of the equipment, materials, or com-18

modities, the Secretary of Transportation or recipient of 19

such financing shall take steps necessary and practicable 20

to ensure that 100 percent of the gross tonnage of the 21

equipment, materials, or commodities (computed sepa-22

rately for dry bulk carriers, dry cargo liners, and tankers) 23

which may be transported on ocean vessels is transported 24

on privately-owned commercial vessels of the United 25

States, as provided under subsection (b), to the extent 26
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19 

such vessels are available at fair and reasonable rates for 1

commercial vessels of the United States, in a manner that 2

will ensure a fair and reasonable participation of commer-3

cial vessels of the United States in those cargoes by geo-4

graphic areas.’’. 5
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SEC. 3533 [Log 82626]. TREATMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 1

LOUISIANA MARITIME ACADEMY AS A STATE 2

MARITIME ACADEMY. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the require-4

ments of section 51506 of title 46, United States Code, 5

and except as provided in subsection (b), during the two- 6

year period beginning on the date of the enactment of this 7

Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall treat the Uni-8

versity of Louisiana State Maritime Academy in the same 9

manner as a State maritime academy under chapter 515 10

of title 46, United States Code. 11

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not apply after 12

the date on which the University of Louisiana is fully rec-13

ognized as a State maritime academy under chapter 515 14

of title 46, United States Code. 15
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DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS 

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT 

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, ARMY 

Items of Special Interest 

Fixed Wing Requirement 

The committee understands Army operational support airlift fixed wing 
capability is important within the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command area of 
responsibility. The aircraft provide aerial transport for partner building, personnel 
and cargo movement, medevac support and other missions in remote and austere 
areas. The committee directs the Secretary of the Army to provide a briefing to the 
House Committee on Armed Services by December 1, 2025. The briefing should 
include current requirements for Army operational support airlift in remote areas 
that support transportation for personnel, cargo and casualty evacuation in a 
contested logistics environment. The brief should also include a plan for 
recapitalization of current Army fixed-wing aircraft. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, ARMY 

Items of Special Interest 

Army Watercraft 

The committee understands that the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) recently completed a report on Army watercraft. The report has four 
recommendations for the Secretary of the Army. First, is to develop a mitigation 
plan addressing challenges to the watercraft fleet, reducing risks, mitigating gaps 
in capability and capacity to meet current and near-term mission and campaign 
plan requirements in the Indo-Pacific theater. Second, is to assess the costs and 
benefits of potential courses of action to improve the ability of Army watercraft to 
meet current and near-term mission requirements. Third, to ensure the Army 
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Watercraft Governance Board develops and issues a government framework that 
reflects GAO's leading practices for effective governance. Fourth, to ensure that the 
Army Watercraft Governance Board take actions to develop integrated strategies 
that identify, analyze, and respond to persistent maintenance challenges, including 
significant and unanticipated maintenance delays, fully capturing maintenance 
data within Army enterprise-wide system, and ensuring that maintenance manuals 
are issued in a timely manner. The committee directs the Secretary of the Army to 
provide a briefing for the House Committee on Armed Services by February 1, 2026, 
that addresses the Army's implementation plan for the four GAO recommendations.  

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Propeller Blade Comparison Briefing 

 The committee understands the propeller retrofit across the legacy Navy 
and Air Force programs has increased safety, ensuring the most reliable and higher 
performing propellers across multiple platforms. The committee also understands 
the Air Force will finish retrofitting the entire C-130H fleet this year with an 8-
bladed propeller system, while the C-130J variants currently operates with a 6-
bladed propeller system. The committee directs the Secretary of the Navy, in 
coordination with the Secretary of the Air Force, to provide a briefing to the House 
Committee on Armed Services by December 1, 2025, comparing: 
 (1) the mean time between failure and mean time between removal of 6-
bladed propeller and 8-bladed propeller systems; 
 (2) maintenance costs, both dollars and man-hours, to maintain each 
propeller system; 
 (3) quantification of mission aborts due to propeller system issues for both 
systems; and 
 (4) any other relevant data or analysis relevant for a comparative analysis. 

WEAPONS PROCUREMENT, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Alternative Manufacturer Qualification for SM-6 Solid Rocket Motors 

 The committee recognizes the Standard Missile-6 (SM-6) is a versatile, 
long-range missile that is integral to the United States Navy's air and missile 
defense capability as well as anti-surface warfare. Despite increasing demand from 
combatant commanders, production and sustainment of the missile is hampered by 
supply chain shortfalls for solid rocket motors. The Navy has awarded at least six 
contracts to validate and mature alternative sources for Mk-72 and Mk-104 rocket 
motors, but this effort must progress quickly to inform future production decisions. 
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 The committee understands that second source vendors for Mk-72 and Mk-
104 rocket motors must be qualified by 2029 to support the increased production 
rate needed for future demand. Because of the timeline challenges, the committee 
seeks additional information on Department of the Navy efforts to meet critical 
demand for the SM-6 by rapidly qualifying alternative sources for Mk-72 and Mk-
104 rocket motors. Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to 
submit a report to the House Committee on Armed Services by March 1, 2026, 
detailing current efforts to qualify alternative sources. This report should include 
information on the status of the prototyping contracts, relevant timelines for 
qualification, transition plans for qualified providers of Mk-72 and Mk-104 rocket 
motors, and resource requirements to meet planned production schedules. 

Ballistic Shielding for Crew Served Weapon Stations 

 The committee is aware that next-generation ballistic shielding is being 
fielded for crew served weapons aboard aircraft carriers. These crew served 
weapons are a critical piece of shipboard force protection systems common across 
many ship classes in the surface fleet. To better understand requirements for 
ballistic shielding on crew served weapons and efforts to install this capability 
across the surface fleet, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a 
briefing to the House Committee on Armed Services by March 1, 2026. This briefing 
should include information on the requirement for ballistic shielding on crew served 
weapons, relevant information on current plans for installation on existing ships, as 
well as design requirements for new ship construction. 

SHIPBUILDING AND CONVERSION, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Auxiliary Oceanographic Research Vessel Procurement 

 The construction of Navy Global Class research vessels is vital to U.S. Navy 
research objectives and control of the ocean battlespace. Navy-owned oceanographic 
research vessels have the unique ability to advance knowledge in Department of 
Defense relevant disciplines. There is an urgent need to expand research vessel 
availability, as other nations, particularly China, rapidly expand their own 
oceanographic research fleets. An overall fleet recapitalization strategy is essential 
to maintaining a balanced research fleet that meets growing national and scientific 
demands.  From a strategic and national security standpoint, China’s rapid 
expansion of its oceanographic fleet poses challenges to U.S. maritime research 
leadership. Navy Global Class research vessels play a crucial role in worldwide deep 
water undersea research, oceanographic observations, and naval operations, 
directly supporting U.S. national security interests. Therefore, the committee 
directs the Secretary of the Navy to submit a report to the congressional defense 
committees by July 1, 2026, on a strategy for the oceanographic research vessel 
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fleet. The report should include information on sustainment plans for the current 
oceanographic research vessel fleet, operational requirements for the fleet, and a 
strategy for future construction plans. 

Submarine Safety Program Contracting 

 The committee notes the importance of the Submarine Safety Program 
(SUBSAFE), maintained by the Navy, that is a quality assurance program to 
maintain submarine hull integrity. Work that impacts hull integrity requires 
SUBSAFE certification for design, material, fabrication, and testing. Further, the 
committee is concerned, given the current structure of SUBSAFE contract 
solicitation, that smaller, qualified companies are not able to perform the entire 
package of work and thus unable to bid on the package. With fewer companies able 
to bid on packages, the committee notes the risk of overload at shipyards and 
increased delays in maintenance timelines. The committee believes that there may 
be benefits to disaggregating SUBSAFE work into smaller task orders to foster 
increased participation from contractors. Therefore, the committee directs the 
Secretary of the Navy to provide a briefing to the House Committee on Armed 
Services by March 1st, 2026 on efforts to increase competition for SUBSAFE 
contracts. This briefing should include information on the scope of work for contract 
solicitations and efforts to increase participation from small and emerging defense 
contractors for SUBSAFE work. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Attritable Autonomous Unmanned Surface Vessels 

 The committee notes that the Department of Defense’s use of the term 
“attritable autonomous unmanned surface vessels (AUSVs)” or “autonomous surface 
vessels (ASVs)” remains ambiguous. While the classification of AUSVs or ASVs as 
expendable or attritable may vary depending on operational scenarios, the 
committee is concerned that the Department is pursuing systems that do not align 
with the cost-exchange ratio necessary to field unmanned vessels at the scale 
required for a protracted conflict.  
 The committee acknowledges the complexity of defining AUSVs or ASVs as 
expendable or attritable, given the range of sensor and munition configurations 
these platforms may carry and the situational factors that influence their 
operational use. However, the committee believes there is value in clarifying how 
the Department of Defense categorizes its AUSVs and ASVs in terms of 
attritability. 
 Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of Defense, in coordination 
with the Secretary of the Navy, to provide a briefing to the House Committee on 
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Armed Services not later than March 1, 2026, on how the Department of Defense 
categorizes AUSVs and ASVs as attritable. This report shall include: 
 (1) information on how a determination is made regarding “attritable” and 
what cost criteria are considered for small, medium, and large AUSVs or ASVs; and 
 (2) an explanation of how these determinations may vary based on payload 
configurations and mission-specific considerations. 

Extra Large Unmanned Underwater Vehicle Transition and Fielding 

 The committee remains supportive of the Navy’s efforts to integrate large 
diameter and extra large unmanned underwater vehicles (XLUUV) capable of 
executing high-value missions in contested environments. The National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118-159) included a provision 
that requires the U.S. Navy, in coordination with the Commander, United States 
Indo-Pacific Command, and in consultation with the Director, Defense Innovation 
Unit, to carry out a competitive demonstration of large and XLUUVs leveraging 
commercial solutions. The demonstration builds on the open competition directed by 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263) 
and held by the U.S. Navy and the Defense Innovation Unit in late 2023. This 
demonstration culminated in an award of three prototype agreements just months 
later in early 2024. The committee is pleased to note that the first large diameter 
unmanned underwater vehicle was delivered to a U.S. Navy operational unit for 
experimentation in late 2024 as a result of the 2023 competition. The committee is 
encouraged by the rapid delivery of these capabilities from prototype award to unit 
experimentation in only two years. 
 The committee encourages the Secretary of the Navy to continue leveraging 
commercial solutions to deliver large diameter and XLUUVs with accompanying 
support equipment, joint command and control (C2) software, and sustainment and 
support services. The committee recognizes the ability for XLUUVs to integrate a 
broad array of payloads and sensors and believes that the Secretary of the Navy 
should expedite the transition of capabilities down selected by the 2025 competition 
to deliver mission capable XLUUVs for operational testing, user training and fleet 
integration. 
 Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a 
briefing to the House Committee on Armed Services by March 1, 2026, on the 
concept of operation for XLUUVs and how this technology can improve U.S. Navy 
capabilities. 

Multi-Mission Capabilities of Unmanned Surface Vessels for the Navy and Marine 
Corps 

 The committee supports the U.S. Navy on their ongoing research, 
development, test and evaluation of prototypes for multi-mission small unmanned 
surface vessels (sUSVs). However, the committee is concerned that the requirement 
is limited to only one mission set. 

64



 Current gaps in maritime maneuver may be suitable for sUSVs, including 
non-kinetic missions in contested maritime environments. Therefore, the committee 
encourages the U.S. Navy to closely collaborate with the Marine Corps and U.S. 
Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) to establish and implement multi-
mission performance requirements to support the procurement and sustainment of 
various sUSVs to meet Combatant Command and Fleet challenges. 
 To better understand plans to address capability gaps and support greater 
utilization for sUSVs, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to submit a 
report to the House Committee on Armed Services not later than March 1, 2026. 
The report shall include: 
 (1) information on the Navy’s progress in defining the common multi-
mission operational requirements in partnership with the U.S. Marine Corps and 
USSOCOM; 
 (2) the anticipated schedule for the delivery of various small and midsize 
autonomous vessels to the Combatant Commands and the Fleet; 
 (3) details on any features that may be incorporated, including open-
architecture requirements for components and payloads, including software-
agnostic attributes for modularity of advanced sensors and resilient 
communications; and 
 (4) identification of common features in the Doctrine, Organization, 
Training, Materiel, Leadership and Education, Personnel and Facilities between the 
Navy, U.S. Marine Corps and USSOCOM to ensure cost savings and shared 
capability baselines. 

Navy Unmanned Maritime Autonomy Architecture and Platform Autonomy 

 The committee is aware that the Navy is developing autonomy solutions in 
accordance with Unmanned Maritime Autonomy Architecture (UMAA), using both 
the government developed Autonomy Baseline (ABL) and dual-use commercial 
acquisition strategy for its autonomous systems. The Navy UMAA acquisition 
standard intends to produce an autonomous, artificial intelligence-based command 
and control system. 
 The committee encourages the Navy to pursue and prioritize commercially 
developed autonomy that meets the UMAA requirements, with emphasis on the 
modularity and interoperability of these systems with defense enterprise mission 
systems, which includes authorities in section 2377 of title 10, United States Code. 
The committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a briefing to the House 
Committee on Armed Services not later than April 1, 2026, on any efforts to utilize 
section 2377 of title 10, United States Code, for the acquisition of unmanned 
maritime systems. 

Nuclear Propulsion Plant Training 

 The committee recognizes the critical importance of training our Nuclear 
Propulsion Operators and believes there may be value in simulated training along 
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with moored training ships and other current methods. Advances in simulator 
technology now support full-scale immersive simulators that may provide greater 
availability and increase student throughput. To better understand the potential 
benefit of simulated training on nuclear propulsion, the committee directs the 
Secretary of the Navy to provide a briefing to the House Committee on Armed 
Services not later than March 1, 2026. The briefing shall include a feasibility 
assessment for the development of a nuclear propulsion training facility within the 
Navy's Center of Excellence for Nuclear Propulsion, information on how simulated 
training could augment current training capacity, and identification of potential 
cost savings. 

AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 

Items of Special Interest 

Bomber Bases 

 The committee is concerned with the number of bombers in the Air Force 
inventory. The Commander, U.S. Strategic Command has testified to multiple 
congressional defense committees that buying 100 B-21s will not be enough and 
that the buy should increase to 145 B-21s. Another concern of the committee are the 
difficult upgrades to the B-52. The committee directs the Secretary of the Air Force 
to provide a briefing for the House Committee on Armed Services by February 1, 
2026. The briefing should include a detailed assessment of the status of the B-52 
upgrades, the Air Force's backup plan should the B-52 upgrades fail and the 
feasibility of adding a main operating base four and five to the B-21 laydown. 

C-130J Simulator Training 

 The committee recognizes the strategic value of the C-130J Super Hercules 
aircraft in enabling rapid global mobility, tactical airlift, and agile combat 
employment across contested environments. As the Department of Defense prepares 
for large-scale combat operations with near peer adversaries, the ability of C-130J 
aircrews to operate effectively in degraded, denied, or austere environments is 
essential to meeting the demands of the National Defense Strategy. To ensure C-
130J pilots maintain peak combat readiness and mission effectiveness, the 
committee supports the expansion of immersive and scalable virtual training 
solutions, including the increased use of high-fidelity C-130J simulators. Simulator 
based training provides cost effective repetition of complex tactical scenarios, 
mission rehearsals, and joint force integration in a secure environment, while also 
preserving aircraft availability and reducing operational wear. Additionally, virtual 
training systems enable distributed and joint exercises with other air, land, and 
maritime components, improving interoperability and coordination in future 
contested theaters, particularly the U. S. Indo-Pacific theater. The committee 
directs the Secretary of the Air Force to provide a briefing to the House Committee 
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on Armed Services by March 1, 2026, on the Air Force's plan to expand C-130J 
virtual and simulator-based training. This briefing shall include:  
 (1) current delinquencies in currency for C130J pilots; 
 (2) an assessment of current and projected simulator utilization rates to 
enhance currency; 
 (3) the milestones for inclusion of datalink technologies for addressing the 
connectivity gaps of these assets in training mobility airmen; and 
 (4) a strategy to increase simulator training integration across total force 
and allied partner units in preparation for operations in contested environments. 

Increasing Bomber Production 

 The committee understands the B-21A Raider contractor is changing 
multiple manufacturing processes to potentially increase productivity. The bomber 
is an important capability and deterrence in the U.S. Indo-Pacific area of 
responsibility. The committee directs the Secretary of the Air Force to provide a 
briefing for the House Committee on Armed Services by December 1, 2025, 
updating the committee on the feasibility of increasing B-21A Raider production.  

Leveraging Aircraft Autonomy 

 The committee understands autonomous and remotely-piloted cargo 
aircraft can provide on-demand airlift capabilities throughout the U.S. Indo-Pacific 
region which is necessary to deter China. These technologies are advancing through 
the Federal Aviation Administration certification process enabling the Department 
of Defense to leverage dual-use aircraft automation. The committee believes that 
pairing dual use autonomy with commercially available aircraft is an efficient and 
cost effective method to meet on demand logistics needs in the U.S. Indo-Pacific 
region. The committee directs the Secretary of the Air Force, in coordination with 
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and Low-Intensity 
Conflict, to provide a briefing by June 1, 2026. The briefing shall review efforts 
related to the development of programmatic requirements and resource allocation to 
rapidly transition commercially available single-engine turboprops, or similar 
aircraft with dual-use autonomy into operational use by forces within the 
department.  

Oversize Cargo Airlift 

 The committee is concerned by the Department of Defense's current lack of 
outsized airlift capability for large, high-volume cargo, including cargo exceeding 
300 feet in length, which cannot be readily transported by existing commercial or 
military airplanes. The committee recognizes the importance of an airlift capability 
that can provide and supplement existing fixed-wing air cargo capacity for short 
and unpaved runways to enhance Department of Defense readiness and logistical 
needs in the Indo-Pacific. The committee recognizes that the development of a large 
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civilian aircraft that may service defense needs is ongoing and commends the work 
of the Department of Defense in establishing a Cooperative Research and 
Development Agreement to evaluate sufficient use cases.  The committee directs the 
Secretary of the Air Force to submit a report to the House Committee on Armed 
Services by February 1, 2026 on the feasibility of acquiring outsized airlift service 
capability. The report shall include, but is not limited to, an assessment of potential 
airplane platforms capable of transporting cargo exceeding 300 feet in length, an 
evaluation of the technical, operational, and financial feasibility of acquiring or 
developing such platforms, identification of any existing or emerging airplane 
solutions that could achieve U.S. federal civilian airworthiness by the end of 2034. 

Procure Commercial Derivative Aircraft 

 The committee notes the importance of readiness for the nation’s military 
aircraft fleet as well as the importance of finding cost-saving opportunities. The 
committee also notes that there may be affordable inventory that could be converted 
at a low cost to ensure aircraft availability for the Department of Defense. 
Purchasing used commercial aircraft can contribute to significant cost savings while 
retaining the same safety and reliability standards. The committee directs the 
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of the Air Force, to submit 
a report for the House Committee on Armed Services by December 1, 2025, on the 
feasibility and cost savings of purchasing used commercial aircraft for the 
Department instead of new aircraft. The report should include a market survey of 
available aircraft that could be modified for Department of Defense use, the total 
cost impact and any operational impact of such an action. 

Supersonic Aircraft for Airlift Missions 

 The committee understands that supersonic aircraft technology is 
maturing. In addition to providing faster travel, supersonic aircraft can provide a 
long-range transport capability for troop transport, special operations, aeromedical 
evacuation and critical cargo. Supersonic aircraft development will also drive 
innovation for aerospace manufacturing, materials science and engine technologies. 
The committee directs the Secretary of the Air Force to provide a briefing to the 
House Committee on Armed Services by December 1, 2025. The briefing should 
include potential benefits for future airlift.  

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Integration of Existing Offensive and Defensive Capabilities on Navy Platforms 
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 The committee is aware of existing capabilities developed for the 
Department of the Army that may be suitable for integration onto Department of 
the Navy vessels or platforms. Integration of the PAC-3 interceptor from the Patriot 
missile defense system with the U.S. Navy's Aegis Weapon System is underway, but 
further integration of proven systems may provide additional offensive and 
defensive capabilities to the naval fleet. Programs like the Advanced Precision Kill 
Weapon System (APKWS) may offer increased capability for small unmanned 
surface vessels being developed throughout the Department of the Navy. Similarly, 
the Coyote C-UAS system may offer increased capability to defeat unmanned 
aircraft system (UAS) threats and preserve more capable interceptors for larger 
threats to the surface fleet. To better understand how the Navy is considering the 
utility of proven systems for applications within the Department of the Navy, the 
committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a briefing to the House 
Committee on Armed Services not later than March 1, 2026. The briefing shall 
include information on current efforts to demonstrate integration of systems 
including the APKWS and Coyote C-UAS system, how these capabilities might be 
configured for integration on U.S. Navy vessels or platforms, and any potential 
capability gaps that could be addressed through proven systems from the 
Department of the Army. 

Unmanned Surface Vessel Testing Areas 

 The committee supports the Department of the Navy’s efforts to develop, 
test and evaluate autonomous technology prior to acquiring unmanned service 
vehicles (USVs). However, the committee is concerned that the Department does 
not have sufficient at-sea test ranges and is further being impeded by unnecessary 
constraints. Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a 
briefing to the House Committee on Armed Services not later than March 1, 2026. 
The briefing shall include the following elements:  
 (1) an overview of Navy’s existing authorities to test or support commercial 
testing of unmanned maritime technology critical to national security;  
 (2) an assessment of current access and any constraints to testing 
unmanned vessels at sea including collision regulations, insurance costs, lookout 
requirements, and chase boat requirements that could be mitigated in an open 
ocean unmanned vessel test area;  
 (3) a cost-benefit analysis of establishing year-round test and 
experimentation areas at sea; 
 (4) any precedent for establishing such test areas at sea;  
 (5) a description of any coordination with the United States Coast Guard for 
this purpose; and 
 (6) any immediate actions or recommendations that could be implemented 
to reduce barriers to testing unmanned vessels. 

TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
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ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

OTHER MATTERS 

Utilization of “As a Service” Model for Undersea Applications 

 The committee notes that "as a service" approaches have been successfully 
implemented in other domains, such as the U.S. Air Force’s use of contractor-owned, 
contractor-operated adversary air training services. These models have 
demonstrated the ability to provide cost-effective and flexible support to military 
operations while preserving high-end platforms for their most critical missions. 
 While this committee remains steadfast in its support for the goal of 
achieving the steady construction of one Columbia-class and two Virginia-class 
submarines a year, the committee recognizes the strain on the nuclear submarine 
fleet due to stagnant force structure levels as well as maintenance and sustainment 
challenges. To this end, the committee supports the consideration of novel 
approaches to address training, research, development, test, and evaluation 
(RDT&E), as well as other mission needs. The development of a “submarines as a 
service” model is one potential solution that would incorporate contractor owned, 
contractor operated, conventionally powered manned submarines into Department 
of Defense operations and capabilities. Such an approach could provide relief to the 
nuclear submarine fleet by ensuring that the nuclear fleet be available for high-
priority missions while providing the rest of the Department with alternative 
platforms to support a wide range of mission sets. 
 Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of Defense to provide a 
report to the congressional defense committees not later than March 1, 2026, on the 
potential utilization of the “as a service” model in support of undersea RDT&E, 
training, operations, and other possible mission areas. This report shall, at a 
minimum, include the following: 
     (1) potential uses of contractor owned, contractor operated, conventionally 
powered manned submarines to meet mission needs across the department for 
training, RDT&E, and other operational functions; 
     (2) potential benefits for the utilization of current nuclear-powered submarines 
for high-priority missions and the operational efficiency of these platforms; 
     (3) the military services, combatant commands, and other Department of 
Defense elements that could leverage this capability; 
     (4) analysis of the statutory, regulatory, and other authorities required to 
incorporate a “submarines as a service” capability into Department of Defense 
operations; and 
     (5) an assessment of the benefits to the U.S. domestic defense and maritime 
industrial base through domestic production. 
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DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT

Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations






Sec. 101 [Log 82252]. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle B—Navy Programs






Sec. 111 [Log 82765]. Contract authority for Ford class aircraft carrier program.
Sec. 112 [Log 82780]. Contract authority for Columbia class submarine program.
Sec. 113 [Log 82766]. Authority for advance procurement of certain components to support continuous production of Virginia class submarines.
Sec. 114 [Log 82424]. Multiyear procurement authority for Yard, Repair, Berthing, and Messing Barges.
Sec. 115 [Log 82361]. Vessel construction manager for follow-on ships of the Landing Ship Medium program.
Sec. 116 [Log 82761]. Limitation on construction of Modular Attack Surface Craft.
Sec. 117 [Log 82423]. Inclusion of amphibious warfare ship spares and repair parts as a separate line item in Navy budget justification materials.
Sec. 118 [Log 82208]. Strategy for Navy investment in and support for the maritime industrial base.

Subtitle C—Air Force Programs






Sec. 121 [Log 82176]. Modification of minimum inventory requirements for air refueling tanker aircraft.
Sec. 122 [Log 82187]. Extension of requirements relating to C–130 aircraft.
Sec. 123 [Log 82247]. Preservation of certain retired KC–10 aircraft.
Sec. 124 [Log 82770]. Limitation on procurement of KC–46 aircraft pending certification on correction of deficiencies.
Sec. 125 [Log 82177]. Requirements relating to executive airlift aircraft.

Subtitle D—Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters






Sec. 131 [Log 82574]. Amendments to prohibition on operation, procurement, and contracting related to foreign-made light detection and ranging.
Sec. 132 [Log 82224]. Annual GAO reviews of the F–35 aircraft program.

subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations




SEC. 101 [Log 82252]. Authorization of appropriations.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2026 for procurement for the Army, the Navy and the Marine Corps, the Air Force and the Space Force, and Defense-wide activities, as specified in the funding table in section 4101.

subtitle B—Navy Programs




SEC. 111 [Log 82765]. Contract authority for Ford class aircraft carrier program.

(a) Contract authority.—The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts for the procurement of not more than two Ford class aircraft carriers.

(b) Authority for advance procurement and economic order quantity.—The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts for advance procurement, advance construction, and material and equipment in economic order quantities associated with the procurement of the Ford class aircraft carriers for which contracts are authorized under subsection (a). 


(c) Use of incremental funding.—With respect to a contract entered into under subsection (a) or (b), the Secretary of the Navy may use incremental funding to make payments under the contract.


(d) Liability.—Any contract entered into under subsection (a) or (b) shall provide that— 


(1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and


(2) the total liability of the Federal Government for termination of any contract entered into shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at time of termination.





SEC. 112 [Log 82780]. Contract authority for Columbia class submarine program.

(a) Contract authority.—The Secretary of the Navy may enter into a contract, beginning with fiscal year 2026, for the procurement of up to five Columbia class submarines.

(b) Incremental funding.—With respect to a contract entered into under subsection (a), the Secretary of the Navy may use incremental funding to make payments under the contract.

(c) Funding and liability.—Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 

(1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government for termination of any contract entered into shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at time of termination.




SEC. 113 [Log 82766]. Authority for advance procurement of certain components to support continuous production of Virginia class submarines.

(a) In general.— The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts, prior to ship authorization, for the advance procurement of covered components for Virginia class submarines, including procurement of such components in economic order quantities when cost savings are achievable. 

(b) Funding and liability.—Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 

(1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and

(2) the total liability to the Federal Government for termination of the contract shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated for the contract at the time of termination.

(c) Budget requests.—In the budget justification materials submitted in support of the budget of the Department of Defense (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code) for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Secretary of the Navy shall include a separate budget display identifying the amounts requested pursuant to this section set forth by the specific program, project, or activity under the Virginia class submarine program for which such funds are requested.

(d) Covered components defined.—In this section, the term “covered components” means the following components for Virginia class submarines: 

(1) Propulsion plant equipment.

(2) Diesel Systems and associated components.

(3) Castings, forgings, and tank structures.

(4) Air flasks.

(5) Payload tubes.

(6) Major Valves And Associated Components.

(7) Hatches.

(8) Steering and drive components.

(9) Major Pumps And Motors.

(10) Snorkel mast and components.

(11) Torpedo tubes.

(12) Atmosphere control equipment.




SEC. 114 [Log 82424]. Multiyear procurement authority for Yard, Repair, Berthing, and Messing Barges.

(a) Authority for multiyear procurement.—Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more multiyear contracts, beginning with the fiscal year 2026 program year, for the procurement of Yard, Repair, Berthing, and Messing Barges and associated material.

(b) Authority for advance procurement.—The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts, beginning in fiscal year 2026, for advance procurement associated with the barges for which authorization to enter into a multiyear procurement contract is provided under subsection (a), which may include procurement of economic order quantities of material and equipment for such barges when cost savings are achievable.

(b) Availability of funds and termination liability.—Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 

(1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government for termination of the contract shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at the time of termination.




SEC. 115 [Log 82361]. Vessel construction manager for follow-on ships of the Landing Ship Medium program.

(a) In general.—After the construction of the lead ship of the Landing Ship Medium program has commenced, the Secretary of the Navy shall seek to enter into an agreement with an appropriate vessel construction manager pursuant to which the vessel construction manager shall seek to enter into one or more contracts for the construction of not more than 8 additional landing ships under the program.

(b) Requirements for additional ships.—The additional landing ships authorized to be constructed under subsection (a), shall be nondevelopmental items constructed using a design that is— 

(1) the same as the design of the lead ship; or

(2) derived from such design.

(c) Lead ship defined.—In this section, the term “lead ship” means the first landing ship procured as a commercial or nondevelopmental item as authorized under section 128(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159).




SEC. 116 [Log 82761]. Limitation on construction of Modular Attack Surface Craft.

The Secretary of the Navy may not enter into a contract or other agreement that includes a scope of work, including priced or unpriced options, for the construction, advance procurement, or long-lead material of the lead ship of the Modular Attack Surface Craft program until the Secretary certifies to the congressional defense committees that such ship will be designed and constructed for the primary purpose of operating autonomously.




SEC. 117 [Log 82423]. Inclusion of amphibious warfare ship spares and repair parts as a separate line item in Navy budget justification materials.

(a) In general.—In the budget justification materials submitted to Congress in support of the Department of the Defense budget for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal year thereafter (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code), the Secretary of the Navy shall include one or more dedicated line items for spare parts and repair parts for amphibious warfare ships in the budget display for other procurement, Navy.

(b) Amphibious warfare ship defined.—In this section, the term “amphibious warfare ship” has the meaning given that term in section 8062(h) of title 10, United States Code.




SEC. 118 [Log 82208]. Strategy for Navy investment in and support for the maritime industrial base.

(a) In general.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall develop and implement a strategy for investing in and supporting the maritime industrial base to address cost and schedule challenges for surface and submarine shipbuilding programs. 

(b) Elements.—The strategy under subsection (a) shall— 

(1) focus on ensuring reliable supplies of sequence critical components for submarine and surface shipbuilding programs; and

(2) include measures— 

(A) to identify key performance indicators to measure return on investment; 

(B) to centralize data collection to support further analysis of maritime industrial base performance; and

(C) to apply artificial intelligence to monitor and predict potential supply chain challenges, including potential disruptions, material shortages, delivery delays, and other such factors.

(c) Report.—Following completion of the strategy required under subsection (a), but not later than 210 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report on the strategy. The report shall include— 

(1) a summary of the strategy;

(2) timelines for implementation of the strategy; and

(3) an explanation of how the strategy is expected to address cost and schedule challenges for surface and submarine shipbuilding programs.

subtitle C—Air Force Programs




SEC. 121 [Log 82176]. Modification of minimum inventory requirements for air refueling tanker aircraft.

(a) Minimum inventory requirement.—Section 9062(j) of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “a total aircraft inventory of air refueling tanker aircraft of not less than 466 aircraft” and inserting “a total aircraft inventory of air refueling tanker aircraft— 

“(A) of not less than 466 aircraft during the period ending on September 30, 2026;

“(B) of not less than 485 aircraft during the period beginning on October 1, 2026, and ending on September 30, 2027; and

“(C) of not less than 504 aircraft beginning on October 1, 2027.”; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking “below 466” and inserting “below the applicable level specified in paragraph (1)”. 

(b) Prohibition on reduction of KC–135 aircraft in PMAI of the reserve components.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026 for the Air Force may be obligated or expended to reduce the number of KC–135 aircraft designated as primary mission aircraft inventory within the reserve components of the Air Force.

(2) PRIMARY MISSION AIRCRAFT INVENTORY DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term “primary mission aircraft inventory” has the meaning given that term in section 9062(i)(2)(B) of title 10, United States Code.




SEC. 122 [Log 82187]. Extension of requirements relating to C–130 aircraft.

(a) Extension of minimum inventory requirement.—Section 146(a)(3)(B) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2455), as amended by section 145(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is amended by striking “2025” and inserting “2026”.

(b) Extension of prohibition on reduction of C-130 aircraft assigned to National Guard.—Section 146(b)(1) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2455), as amended by section 145(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is amended by striking “2025” and inserting “2026”. 




SEC. 123 [Log 82247]. Preservation of certain retired KC–10 aircraft.

(a) In general.—Subject to subsections (b) and (c), the Secretary of the Air Force shall preserve each KC–10 aircraft that is retired by the Secretary during a period in which the total inventory of air refueling aircraft of the Air Force is less than 504.

(b) Manner of preservation.—The retired KC–10 aircraft preserved under subsection (a) shall be preserved such that each aircraft— 

(1) is stored in flyable condition;

(2) can be returned to service as an air refueling aircraft (which shall include retaining the air refueling boom on the aircraft); and

(3) is not used to supply parts to other aircraft unless specifically authorized by the Secretary of Defense upon a request by the Secretary of the Air Force.

(c) Authority to dispose of preserved aircraft.—A KC–10 aircraft preserved under subsection (a) may be disposed of in accordance with chapter 5 of title 40, United States Code.




SEC. 124 [Log 82770]. Limitation on procurement of KC–46 aircraft pending certification on correction of deficiencies.

(a) Limitation.—The Secretary of Defense may not accept or take delivery of covered KC–46 aircraft in excess of the maximum quantity specified in subsection (c) until the Secretary— 

(1) certifies to the congressional defense committees that the Secretary has developed and is implementing a plan of corrective actions and milestones to resolve all Category 1 deficiencies identified with respect to KC–46 aircraft; and

(2) submits such plan to such committees, which shall include— 

(A) an estimate of the total amount of funds required to complete implementation of the plan;

(B) realistic event-driven schedules to achieve the objectives of the plan; and

(C) a schedule risk assessment to a minimum of 80 percent confidence level.

(b) Form.—The plan described in subsection (a)(2) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may contain a classified annex.

(c) Maximum Quantity.—The maximum quantity of covered KC–46 aircraft specified in this subsection is 183 aircraft.

(d) Covered KC–46 Aircraft Defined.—In this section, the term “covered KC–46 aircraft” means new production KC–46 aircraft the procurement of which is fully funded by the United States.




SEC. 125 [Log 82177]. Requirements relating to executive airlift aircraft.

(a) Analysis of alternatives.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air Force shall conduct an analysis of alternatives to identify potential solutions for the recapitalization of the executive airlift aircraft fleet of the Air Force. In conducting such analysis, the Secretary shall seek to identify aircraft solutions that have capabilities comparable to the capabilities of commercial passenger aircraft in terms of range.

(2) TIMELINE.—The Secretary of the Air Force shall— 

(A) initiate the analysis of alternatives required under paragraph (1) not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(B) complete such analysis not later than April 1, 2026.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after completing the analysis of alternatives required under paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the results of the analysis.

(b) Prioritization standards.—Not later than December 1, 2025, the Secretary of the Air Force shall establish standards for prioritizing access to executive airlift aircraft among authorized users of such aircraft within the Federal Government.

(c) Personnel.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 1, 2026, the Secretary of Defense shall assign a career appointee (as that term is defined in section 3132(a) of title 5, United States Code) in the Senior Executive Service at the Department of Defense to coordinate— 

(A) the efficient tasking of executive airlift aircraft; and

(B) compliance with rules, regulations, policies and guidance relating to such aircraft, including the prioritization standards developed under subsection (b).

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The career appointee assigned under paragraph (1) shall, as determined by the Secretary, have knowledge and experience relating to executive airlift aircraft, including familiarity with the executive airlift fleets of the Armed Forces and knowledge of policies and procedures for the prioritization of executive airlift users.

subtitle D—Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters




SEC. 131 [Log 82574]. Amendments to prohibition on operation, procurement, and contracting related to foreign-made light detection and ranging.

Section 164(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159) is amended to read as follows:

“(a) Prohibitions.—The Secretary of Defense may not— 

“(1) operate, enter into or renew a contract for, the procurement of— 

“(A) a covered light detection and ranging technology (referred to in this section as ‘LiDAR technology’) that— 

“(i) is manufactured in a covered foreign country or by an entity domiciled in a covered foreign country;

“(ii) uses operating software developed in a covered foreign country or by an entity domiciled in a covered foreign country; or

“(iii) uses network connectivity or data storage located in or administered by an entity domiciled in a covered foreign country; or

“(B) a system or systems that incorporates, interfaces with, or otherwise uses LiDAR technology as described in subparagraph (A); or

“(2) enter into or renew a contract with an entity that operates a covered LiDAR technology to perform a Department of Defense contract.”.




SEC. 132 [Log 82224]. Annual GAO reviews of the F–35 aircraft program.

(a) Annual reviews and reports.—Not later than March 1, 2026, and on an annual basis thereafter until the termination date specified in subsection (c), the Comptroller General of the United States shall— 

(1) complete a review of the F–35 aircraft program; and

(2) submit to the congressional defense committees a report on the results of the review. 

(b) Elements.—Each review and report under subsection (a) shall include an assessment of— 

(1) the cost, scope, and schedule of the F–35 aircraft program and its subprograms;

(2) the status of the efforts of the Department of Defense to modernize the F–35 aircraft; and

(3) such other matters relating to the F–35 aircraft program as the Comptroller General determines appropriate.

(c) Termination date.—The requirements of this section shall terminate on the date on which all development, production, and fielding activities under the F–35 aircraft acquisition program have ceased.
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 119th CONGRESS  1st Session 
 H. R. __ 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
  
 M_. ______ introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on ______________ 
 
 A BILL 
 To  
 
  
  A DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS 
  I PROCUREMENT 
  
 Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations 
 Sec. 101  Log 82252. Authorization of appropriations. 
 Subtitle B—Navy Programs 
 Sec. 111  Log 82765. Contract authority for Ford class aircraft carrier program. 
 Sec. 112  Log 82780. Contract authority for Columbia class submarine program. 
 Sec. 113  Log 82766. Authority for advance procurement of certain components to support continuous production of Virginia class submarines. 
 Sec. 114  Log 82424. Multiyear procurement authority for Yard, Repair, Berthing, and Messing Barges. 
 Sec. 115  Log 82361. Vessel construction manager for follow-on ships of the Landing Ship Medium program. 
 Sec. 116  Log 82761. Limitation on construction of Modular Attack Surface Craft. 
 Sec. 117  Log 82423. Inclusion of amphibious warfare ship spares and repair parts as a separate line item in Navy budget justification materials. 
 Sec. 118  Log 82208. Strategy for Navy investment in and support for the maritime industrial base. 
 Subtitle C—Air Force Programs 
 Sec. 121  Log 82176. Modification of minimum inventory requirements for air refueling tanker aircraft. 
 Sec. 122  Log 82187. Extension of requirements relating to C–130 aircraft. 
 Sec. 123  Log 82247. Preservation of certain retired KC–10 aircraft. 
 Sec. 124  Log 82770. Limitation on procurement of KC–46 aircraft pending certification on correction of deficiencies. 
 Sec. 125  Log 82177. Requirements relating to executive airlift aircraft. 
 Subtitle D—Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters 
 Sec. 131  Log 82574. Amendments to prohibition on operation, procurement, and contracting related to foreign-made light detection and ranging. 
 Sec. 132  Log 82224. Annual GAO reviews of the F–35 aircraft program.   
  A Authorization of Appropriations 
  101  Log 82252. Authorization of appropriations Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2026 for procurement for the Army, the Navy and the Marine Corps, the Air Force and the Space Force, and Defense-wide activities, as specified in the funding table in section 4101.  
  B Navy Programs 
  111  Log 82765. Contract authority for Ford class aircraft carrier program 
  (a) Contract authority The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts for the procurement of not more than two Ford class aircraft carriers. 
  (b) Authority for advance procurement and economic order quantity The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts for advance procurement, advance construction, and material and equipment in economic order quantities associated with the procurement of the Ford class aircraft carriers for which contracts are authorized under subsection (a).  
  (c) Use of incremental funding With respect to a contract entered into under subsection (a) or (b), the Secretary of the Navy may use incremental funding to make payments under the contract. 
  (d) Liability Any contract entered into under subsection (a) or (b) shall provide that— 
  (1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and 
  (2) the total liability of the Federal Government for termination of any contract entered into shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at time of termination.  
  112  Log 82780. Contract authority for Columbia class submarine program 
  (a) Contract authority The Secretary of the Navy may enter into a contract, beginning with fiscal year 2026, for the procurement of up to five Columbia class submarines. 
  (b) Incremental funding With respect to a contract entered into under subsection (a), the Secretary of the Navy may use incremental funding to make payments under the contract. 
  (c) Funding and liability Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 
  (1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and 
  (2) the total liability of the Federal Government for termination of any contract entered into shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at time of termination.  
  113  Log 82766. Authority for advance procurement of certain components to support continuous production of Virginia class submarines 
  (a) In general  The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts, prior to ship authorization, for the advance procurement of covered components for Virginia class submarines, including procurement of such components in economic order quantities when cost savings are achievable.  
  (b) Funding and liability Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 
  (1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and 
  (2) the total liability to the Federal Government for termination of the contract shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated for the contract at the time of termination. 
  (c) Budget requests In the budget justification materials submitted in support of the budget of the Department of Defense (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code) for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Secretary of the Navy shall include a separate budget display identifying the amounts requested pursuant to this section set forth by the specific program, project, or activity under the Virginia class submarine program for which such funds are requested. 
  (d) Covered components defined In this section, the term  covered components means the following components for Virginia class submarines: 
  (1) Propulsion plant equipment. 
  (2) Diesel Systems and associated components. 
  (3) Castings, forgings, and tank structures. 
  (4) Air flasks. 
  (5) Payload tubes. 
  (6) Major Valves And Associated Components. 
  (7) Hatches. 
  (8) Steering and drive components. 
  (9) Major Pumps And Motors. 
  (10) Snorkel mast and components. 
  (11) Torpedo tubes. 
  (12) Atmosphere control equipment.  
  114  Log 82424. Multiyear procurement authority for Yard, Repair, Berthing, and Messing Barges 
  (a) Authority for multiyear procurement Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more multiyear contracts, beginning with the fiscal year 2026 program year, for the procurement of Yard, Repair, Berthing, and Messing Barges and associated material. 
  (b) Authority for advance procurement The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts, beginning in fiscal year 2026, for advance procurement associated with the barges for which authorization to enter into a multiyear procurement contract is provided under subsection (a), which may include procurement of economic order quantities of material and equipment for such barges when cost savings are achievable. 
  (b) Availability of funds and termination liability Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 
  (1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and 
  (2) the total liability of the Federal Government for termination of the contract shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at the time of termination.  
  115  Log 82361. Vessel construction manager for follow-on ships of the Landing Ship Medium program 
  (a) In general After the construction of the lead ship of the Landing Ship Medium program has commenced, the Secretary of the Navy shall seek to enter into an agreement with an appropriate vessel construction manager pursuant to which the vessel construction manager shall seek to enter into one or more contracts for the construction of not more than 8 additional landing ships under the program. 
  (b) Requirements for additional ships The additional landing ships authorized to be constructed under subsection (a), shall be nondevelopmental items constructed using a design that is— 
  (1) the same as the design of the lead ship; or 
  (2) derived from such design. 
  (c) Lead ship defined In this section, the term  lead ship means the first landing ship procured as a commercial or nondevelopmental item as authorized under section 128(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159).  
  116  Log 82761. Limitation on construction of Modular Attack Surface Craft The Secretary of the Navy may not enter into a contract or other agreement that includes a scope of work, including priced or unpriced options, for the construction, advance procurement, or long-lead material of the lead ship of the Modular Attack Surface Craft program until the Secretary certifies to the congressional defense committees that such ship will be designed and constructed for the primary purpose of operating autonomously.  
  117  Log 82423. Inclusion of amphibious warfare ship spares and repair parts as a separate line item in Navy budget justification materials 
  (a) In general In the budget justification materials submitted to Congress in support of the Department of the Defense budget for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal year thereafter (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code), the Secretary of the Navy shall include one or more dedicated line items for spare parts and repair parts for amphibious warfare ships in the budget display for other procurement, Navy. 
  (b) Amphibious warfare ship defined In this section, the term  amphibious warfare ship has the meaning given that term in section 8062(h) of title 10, United States Code.  
  118  Log 82208. Strategy for Navy investment in and support for the maritime industrial base 
  (a) In general Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall develop and implement a strategy for investing in and supporting the maritime industrial base to address cost and schedule challenges for surface and submarine shipbuilding programs.  
  (b) Elements The strategy under subsection (a) shall— 
  (1) focus on ensuring reliable supplies of sequence critical components for submarine and surface shipbuilding programs; and 
  (2) include measures— 
  (A) to identify key performance indicators to measure return on investment;  
  (B) to centralize data collection to support further analysis of maritime industrial base performance; and 
  (C) to apply artificial intelligence to monitor and predict potential supply chain challenges, including potential disruptions, material shortages, delivery delays, and other such factors. 
  (c) Report Following completion of the strategy required under subsection (a), but not later than 210 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report on the strategy. The report shall include— 
  (1) a summary of the strategy; 
  (2) timelines for implementation of the strategy; and 
  (3) an explanation of how the strategy is expected to address cost and schedule challenges for surface and submarine shipbuilding programs.  
  C Air Force Programs 
  121  Log 82176. Modification of minimum inventory requirements for air refueling tanker aircraft 
  (a) Minimum inventory requirement Section 9062(j) of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in paragraph (1), by striking  a total aircraft inventory of air refueling tanker aircraft of not less than 466 aircraft and inserting  
  a total aircraft inventory of air refueling tanker aircraft— 
  (A) of not less than 466 aircraft during the period ending on September 30, 2026; 
  (B) of not less than 485 aircraft during the period beginning on October 1, 2026, and ending on September 30, 2027; and 
  (C) of not less than 504 aircraft beginning on October 1, 2027. ; and 
  (2) in paragraph (2), by striking  below 466 and inserting  below the applicable level specified in paragraph (1).  
  (b) Prohibition on reduction of KC–135 aircraft in PMAI of the reserve components 
  (1) In general None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026 for the Air Force may be obligated or expended to reduce the number of KC–135 aircraft designated as primary mission aircraft inventory within the reserve components of the Air Force. 
  (2) Primary mission aircraft inventory defined In this subsection, the term  primary mission aircraft inventory has the meaning given that term in section 9062(i)(2)(B) of title 10, United States Code.  
  122  Log 82187. Extension of requirements relating to C–130 aircraft 
  (a) Extension of minimum inventory requirement Section 146(a)(3)(B) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2455), as amended by section 145(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is amended by striking  2025 and inserting  2026. 
  (b) Extension of prohibition on reduction of C-130 aircraft assigned to National Guard Section 146(b)(1) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2455), as amended by section 145(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is amended by striking  2025 and inserting  2026.   
  123  Log 82247. Preservation of certain retired KC–10 aircraft 
  (a) In general Subject to subsections (b) and (c), the Secretary of the Air Force shall preserve each KC–10 aircraft that is retired by the Secretary during a period in which the total inventory of air refueling aircraft of the Air Force is less than 504. 
  (b) Manner of preservation The retired KC–10 aircraft preserved under subsection (a) shall be preserved such that each aircraft— 
  (1) is stored in flyable condition; 
  (2) can be returned to service as an air refueling aircraft (which shall include retaining the air refueling boom on the aircraft); and 
  (3) is not used to supply parts to other aircraft unless specifically authorized by the Secretary of Defense upon a request by the Secretary of the Air Force. 
  (c) Authority to dispose of preserved aircraft A KC–10 aircraft preserved under subsection (a) may be disposed of in accordance with chapter 5 of title 40, United States Code.  
  124  Log 82770. Limitation on procurement of KC–46 aircraft pending certification on correction of deficiencies 
  (a) Limitation The Secretary of Defense may not accept or take delivery of covered KC–46 aircraft in excess of the maximum quantity specified in subsection (c) until the Secretary— 
  (1) certifies to the congressional defense committees that the Secretary has developed and is implementing a plan of corrective actions and milestones to resolve all Category 1 deficiencies identified with respect to KC–46 aircraft; and 
  (2) submits such plan to such committees, which shall include— 
  (A) an estimate of the total amount of funds required to complete implementation of the plan; 
  (B) realistic event-driven schedules to achieve the objectives of the plan; and 
  (C) a schedule risk assessment to a minimum of 80 percent confidence level. 
  (b) Form The plan described in subsection (a)(2) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may contain a classified annex. 
  (c) Maximum Quantity The maximum quantity of covered KC–46 aircraft specified in this subsection is 183 aircraft. 
  (d) Covered KC–46 Aircraft Defined In this section, the term  covered KC–46 aircraft means new production KC–46 aircraft the procurement of which is fully funded by the United States.  
  125  Log 82177. Requirements relating to executive airlift aircraft 
  (a) Analysis of alternatives 
  (1) In general The Secretary of the Air Force shall conduct an analysis of alternatives to identify potential solutions for the recapitalization of the executive airlift aircraft fleet of the Air Force. In conducting such analysis, the Secretary shall seek to identify aircraft solutions that have capabilities comparable to the capabilities of commercial passenger aircraft in terms of range. 
  (2) Timeline The Secretary of the Air Force shall— 
  (A) initiate the analysis of alternatives required under paragraph (1) not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this Act; and 
  (B) complete such analysis not later than April 1, 2026. 
  (3) Report Not later than 60 days after completing the analysis of alternatives required under paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the results of the analysis. 
  (b) Prioritization standards Not later than December 1, 2025, the Secretary of the Air Force shall establish standards for prioritizing access to executive airlift aircraft among authorized users of such aircraft within the Federal Government. 
  (c) Personnel 
  (1) In general Not later than January 1, 2026, the Secretary of Defense shall assign a career appointee (as that term is defined in section 3132(a) of title 5, United States Code) in the Senior Executive Service at the Department of Defense to coordinate— 
  (A) the efficient tasking of executive airlift aircraft; and 
  (B) compliance with rules, regulations, policies and guidance relating to such aircraft, including the prioritization standards developed under subsection (b). 
  (2) Qualifications The career appointee assigned under paragraph (1) shall, as determined by the Secretary, have knowledge and experience relating to executive airlift aircraft, including familiarity with the executive airlift fleets of the Armed Forces and knowledge of policies and procedures for the prioritization of executive airlift users.  
  D Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters 
  131  Log 82574. Amendments to prohibition on operation, procurement, and contracting related to foreign-made light detection and ranging Section 164(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159) is amended to read as follows: 
  
  (a) Prohibitions The Secretary of Defense may not— 
  (1) operate, enter into or renew a contract for, the procurement of— 
  (A) a covered light detection and ranging technology (referred to in this section as  LiDAR technology) that— 
  (i) is manufactured in a covered foreign country or by an entity domiciled in a covered foreign country; 
  (ii) uses operating software developed in a covered foreign country or by an entity domiciled in a covered foreign country; or 
  (iii) uses network connectivity or data storage located in or administered by an entity domiciled in a covered foreign country; or 
  (B) a system or systems that incorporates, interfaces with, or otherwise uses LiDAR technology as described in subparagraph (A); or 
  (2) enter into or renew a contract with an entity that operates a covered LiDAR technology to perform a Department of Defense contract. .  
  132  Log 82224. Annual GAO reviews of the F–35 aircraft program 
  (a) Annual reviews and reports Not later than March 1, 2026, and on an annual basis thereafter until the termination date specified in subsection (c), the Comptroller General of the United States shall— 
  (1) complete a review of the F–35 aircraft program; and 
  (2) submit to the congressional defense committees a report on the results of the review.  
  (b) Elements Each review and report under subsection (a) shall include an assessment of— 
  (1) the cost, scope, and schedule of the F–35 aircraft program and its subprograms; 
  (2) the status of the efforts of the Department of Defense to modernize the F–35 aircraft; and 
  (3) such other matters relating to the F–35 aircraft program as the Comptroller General determines appropriate. 
  (c) Termination date The requirements of this section shall terminate on the date on which all development, production, and fielding activities under the F–35 aircraft acquisition program have ceased.  
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subtitle A—Financial Matters




SEC. 1001 [Log 82255]. General transfer authority.

(a) Authority to transfer authorizations.— 

(1) AUTHORITY.—Upon determination by the Secretary of Defense that such action is necessary in the national interest, the Secretary may transfer amounts of authorizations made available to the Department of Defense in this division for fiscal year 2026 between any such authorizations for that fiscal year (or any subdivisions thereof). Amounts of authorizations so transferred shall be merged with and be available for the same purposes as the authorization to which transferred.


(2) LIMITATION.—Except as provided in paragraph (3), the total amount of authorizations that the Secretary may transfer under the authority of this section may not exceed $6,000,000,000.


(3) EXCEPTION FOR TRANSFERS BETWEEN MILITARY PERSONNEL AUTHORIZATIONS.—A transfer of funds between military personnel authorizations under title IV shall not be counted toward the dollar limitation in paragraph (2).


(b) Limitations.—The authority provided by subsection (a) to transfer authorizations— 

(1) may only be used to provide authority for items that have a higher priority than the items from which authority is transferred; and

(2) may not be used to provide authority for an item that has been denied authorization by Congress.

(c) Effect on authorization amounts.—A transfer made from one account to another under the authority of this section shall be deemed to increase the amount authorized for the account to which the amount is transferred by an amount equal to the amount transferred.

(d) Notice to Congress.—The Secretary shall promptly notify Congress of each transfer made under subsection (a).




SEC. 1002 [Log 82831]. Responsibilities of Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller).

Section 135(c)(3)(B) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by inserting “, and defense business systems that affect the auditability of financial statements” after “accounting”. 




SEC. 1003 [Log 82828]. Concurrent reporting date for annual update to Defense Business Systems Audit Remediation Plan and Department of Defense annual financial statements.

Section 240g(b) of title 10, United States Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(b) Annual report.—On the same date as the date of the submission of the audited financial statements of the Department of Defense required pursuant to section 240a of this title each year, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees an updated annual report on the Defense Business Systems Audit Remediation Plan under subsection (a).”.

subtitle B—Naval Vessels




SEC. 1011 [Log 82205]. Limitation on use of funds in the National Defense Sealift Fund to purchase certain used foreign constructed vessels.

(a) In general.—Section 2218 of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f)— 

(A) in paragraph (3)— 

(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting “(other than an excluded vessel)” after “any used vessel”;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting “(other than an excluded vessel)” after “a used vessel”;

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C) and inserting the following new subparagraph (C):

“(C) The Secretary may only use the authority under this paragraph to purchase more than 10 foreign-constructed vessels if, for each such vessel so purchased after the tenth vessel, the Secretary purchases two vessels under paragraph (4).”.

(iv) in subsection (D), by striking “subparagraph (A)” and inserting “this paragraph”;

(v) by striking subparagraph (E) and redesignating subparagraphs (F) and (G) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respectively; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new paragraph (4):

“(4) A vessel purchased under this paragraph is a vessel— 

“(A) purchased using funds in the National Defense Sealift Fund

“(B) constructed in a ship yard located in the United States; and

“(C) the construction of which is managed by a commercial vessel construction manager.”; and

(2) in subsection (k), by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

“(6) The term ‘excluded vessel’ means a vessel that was— 

“(A) constructed or substantially modified by an entity located in the People’s Republic of China; or

“(B) constructed by a Chinese military company, as such term is defined in section 1260H(d)(1) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 113 note).”.

(b) Technical corrections.—Section 2218 of title 10, United States Code, as amended by subsection (a), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(1)(D), by striking “section 11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. 4405)” and inserting “section 57100 of title 46”;

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking “section 1424(b) of Public Law 101–510 (104 Stat. 1683)” and inserting “section 1424(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1991 (Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 8661 note)” ;

(3) in subsection (k)— 

(A) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking “section 1424 of Public Law 101–510 (104 Stat. 1683)” and inserting “section 1424 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1991 (Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 8661 note)” ; and

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking “section 11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. 4405)” and inserting “section 57100 of title 46”.




SEC. 1012 [Log 82513]. Requirements for amphibious warfare ship force structure.

Section 8062 of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)— 

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking “and” at the end;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period and inserting “; and”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

“(4) the Navy adjusts scheduled maintenance and repair actions to maintain the minimum number of available amphibious warfare ships to meet operational requirements.”; and

(2) by amending subsection (h) to read as follows:

“(h) Definitions.—In this section: 

“(1) The term ‘amphibious warfare ship’ means a ship that is classified as an amphibious assault ship (general purpose) (LHA), an amphibious assault ship (multi-purpose) (LHD), an amphibious transport dock (LPD), or a dock landing ship (LSD).

“(2) The term ‘available’, with respect to an amphibious warfare ship, means that the ship— 

“(A) does not have a temporary critical limiting restriction preventing the conduct of training and operations;

“(B) is not in a maintenance phase;

“(C) is not conducting post-delivery test and trials; and

“(D) is not preparing to decommission.”.




SEC. 1013 [Log 82207]. Navy Senior Technical Authority.

Section 8669b of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by amending subparagraph (B) to read as follows:

“(B) reports directly to the program executive officer.”; and

(2) in subsection (b)— 

(A) by inserting “(1)” before “Each Senior”; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

“(2) Each Senior Technical Authority shall also be responsible for the determination that all design requirements for a vessel class are directly related to a key performance parameter or key system attribute established in the capability development document for the vessel class. Any requirements that the Senior Technical Authority determines are unnecessary to meet a key performance parameter or key system attribute shall not be approved.”.




SEC. 1014 [Log 82211]. Alternative contracting authority for United States Naval Ships.

Chapter 863 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section:

“§ 8698. Alternative contracting authority for United States Naval Ships

“(a) Authority.—The Secretary of the Navy may enter into an agreement with an appropriate vessel construction manager, other than the Department of the Navy, under which the vessel construction manager shall enter into a contract for the construction of a vessel to be designated as a United States Naval Ship and operated by civilian or commercial mariners.

“(b) Design standards and construction practices.—To the maximum extent practicable, the Secretary of the Navy shall ensure that a vessel constructed pursuant to this section is constructed using commercial design standards and commercial construction practices.”.




SEC. 1015 [Log 82118]. Inclusion of Navy amphibious ship maintenance as a separate line item in operation and maintenance budget.

(a) In general.—The budget of the President submitted to Congress under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, for fiscal year 2027 and each subsequent fiscal year, shall display Navy amphibious ship maintenance as one or more separate line items under each subactivity within operation and maintenance, Navy.

(b) Allocation of fiscal year 2026 funds.—Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026 for operation and maintenance, Navy for ship maintenance, the Secretary of the Navy shall ensure that such funds are allocated to provide, on a per capita basis, an equal or greater amount of funding for each amphibious warfare ship that enters into maintenance availability during fiscal year 2026 relative to the amount of funding provided for each surface combatant ship.

(c) Definitions.—In this section: 

(1) The term “amphibious warfare ship”— 

(A) means a ship designed with organic capability to engage in all the doctrinal types of amphibious operations across multiple domains and having characteristics that enable long duration, inter-theater, distributed maritime operations; and

(B) includes any— 

(i) amphibious assault ship;

(ii) amphibious assault ship (multi-purpose);

(iii) amphibious transport dock ; and

(iv) dock landing ship.

(2) The term “surface combatant ship”— 

(A) means a surface ship that is designed primarily to engage in attacks against airborne, surface, subsurface, and shore targets; and

(B) includes any— 

(i) guided missile cruiser;

(ii) guided missile destroyer;

(iii) guided missile frigate; and

(iv) littoral combat ship.




SEC. 1016 [Log 82217]. Metrics for basic and functional design for ship construction.

(a) In general.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall select a metric to measure the progression of basic and functional design with respect to the construction of ships.

(b) Report.—Not later than 45 days after the selection of a metric under subsection (a), the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report on such metric that includes the justification for the selection of the metric.

(c) Basic and functional design.—In this section, the term “basic and functional design” has the meaning given such term in section 8669c(1) of title 10, United States Code.




SEC. 1017 [Log 82838]. Sense of Congress regarding naming of vessel for Battle of Dai Do.

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of the Navy should name an amphibious or expeditionary class vessel for the Battle of Dai Do.

subtitle C—Counterterrorism




SEC. 1021.[Log 82570] Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the United States.

Section 1033 of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 1953) is amended by striking “December 31, 2025” and inserting “December 31, 2026”.




SEC. 1022.[Log 82571] Extension of prohibition on use of funds to construct or modify facilities in the United States to house detainees transferred from United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Section 1034(a) of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 1954) is amended by striking “December 31, 2025” and inserting “December 31, 2026”.




SEC. 1023.[Log 82572] Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to certain countries.

Section 1035 of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 1954) is amended by striking “December 31, 2025” and inserting “December 31, 2026”.




SEC. 1024.[Log 82573] Extension of prohibition on use of funds to close or relinquish control of United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Section 1036 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public Law 115–91; 131 Stat. 1551) is amended by striking “fiscal years 2018 through 2025” and inserting “fiscal years 2018 through 2026”.

subtitle D—Miscellaneous Authorities and Limitations




SEC. 1031 [Log 82871]. Modification of authority to provide assistance in support of Department of Defense accounting for missing United States Government personnel.

Section 408 of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting “and procure goods and services from” after “assistance to”; and

(2) in subsection (d)(1), by striking “$5,000,000” and inserting “$15,000,000”. 




SEC. 1032 [Log 82431]. Expedited access to certain military installations of the Department of Defense for Members of Congress and certain Congressional employees.

Chapter 159 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section:

“§ 2698. Expedited access to military installations for Members of Congress and certain Congressional employees

“(a) In general.—Except as provided in subsection (b), the Secretary shall establish procedures to ensure that— 

“(1) a Member of Congress seeking access to a covered installation is granted such access if such Member presents a covered identification card; and

“(2) any Congressional employees accompanying a Member of Congress granted access under paragraph (1) are granted the same access.

“(b) Prohibited procedures.—Under such procedures, the Secretary may not require a Member of Congress to schedule a grant of access to a covered installation under subsection (a) prior to the arrival of such Member and accompanying Congressional employees, if applicable, at such covered installation.

“(c) Definitions.—In this section: 

“(1) The term ‘Congressional employee’ has the meaning given such term in paragraph (5) of section 2107 of title 5.

“(2) The term ‘covered identification card’ means a valid identification badge issued by the appropriate office of the House of Representatives or the Senate, as the case may be, which identifies the individual to which such identification badge was issued as a current Member of Congress.

“(3) The term ‘covered installation’ means a military installation located in the United States or Guam at which the presentation of an issued Department of Defense common access card is the sole requirement for a member of the Armed Forces to be granted access to such military installation.

“(4) The term ‘Member of Congress’ means— 

“(A) a Senator; or

“(B) a Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, Congress.”.

subtitle E—Reports




SEC. 1051 [Log 82188]. Mobility capability requirements study.

Section 1068 of the Servicemember Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “one year after the date of the enactment of this Act” and inserting “December 23, 2025”; and

(2) in subsection (c)— 

(A) in paragraph (1)— 

(i) in the paragraph headling, by striking “briefing” and inserting “briefings”; and 

(ii) by inserting “and not later than six months after the date of the enactment of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026” after “this Act”; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking “one year after the date of the enactment of this Act” and inserting “December 23, 2025”.




SEC. 1052 [Log 82246]. Extension of briefing requirement regarding civil authorities at the Southwest border.

Section 1070 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2791), as amended by section 1063 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is further amended by striking “through December 31, 2025” and inserting “through December 31, 2026”.

subtitle F—Other Matters




SEC. 1071 [Log 82432]. Air Force Technical Training Center of Excellence.

Chapter 903 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section:

“SEC. 9026. Air Force Technical Training Center of Excellence.

“(a) Establishment.—The Secretary of the Air Force shall operate a Technical Training Center of Excellence. The head of the Center shall be the designee of the Commander of the Airman Development Command.

“(b) Purposes.—The purposes of the Center shall be to— 

“(1) facilitate collaboration among all Air Force technical training installations;

“(2) serve as a premier training location for all maintainers throughout the military departments;

“(3) publish a set of responsibilities aimed at driving excellence, innovation, and leadership across all technical training specialties;

“(4) advocate for innovative improvements in curriculum, facilities, and media;

“(5) foster outreach with industry and academia;

“(6) identify and promulgate best practices, standards, and benchmarks;

“(7) create a hub of excellence for the latest advancements in aviation technology and training methodologies; and

“(8) carry out such other responsibilities as the Secretary determines appropriate.

“(c) Location.—The Secretary shall select a location for the Center that is an Air Force installation that provides technical training and maintenance proficiency.”.




SEC. 1072 [Log 82422]. Extension of the National Commission on the Future of the Navy.

Section 1092(a)(4) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2809), as amended by section 1083 of the Service Member Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is further amended by striking “January 15, 2026” and inserting “January 15, 2027”.




SEC. 1073 [Log 82288]. Reauthorization of the Servicewomen’s Commemorative Partnership.

Section 362(b) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 7771 note prec.) is amended—

(1) by striking “fiscal year 2021” and inserting “fiscal year 2026”; and

(2) by striking “$3,000,000” and inserting “$1,000,000”.




SEC. 1074 [Log 82231]. Framework for technology transfer and foreign disclosure policies.

(a) Framework development.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall produce a framework to revise and update the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy.

(b) Framework elements.—The framework produced pursuant to subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) A comprehensive assessment of policies regarding the transfer of emerging and advanced defense items, including artificial intelligence, directed energy, microwave systems, counter-unmanned aerial systems, missile defense, machine learning, cybersecurity, quantum technologies, hypersonics, autonomous systems, and such other technologies as the Secretary determines appropriate, to enable the transfer of such defense items to allies and partners of the United States.

(2) Guidelines for balancing national security considerations with the need to share information and technology with allies and partners of the United States to enhance interoperability and burden sharing.

(3) A process to gather, consider, and, as appropriate, incorporate input from industry stakeholders, in accordance with subsection (d), to inform revisions to the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy to enable the transfer of defense items to allies and partners of the United States.

(4) Recommendations for updating the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy to accommodate the use of emerging and advanced defense items in multi-domain operations, joint military exercises, and allied operational requirements.

(5) Mechanisms to enable the military departments to streamline the approval process for technology transfers.

(6) Mechanisms to enhance transparency to ensure the technology transfer policies of each of the military departments are comparable with respect to capability and country release tiers for emerging and advanced defense items.

(7) A plan to consolidate technology security and foreign disclosure approvals in accordance with Executive Order 14268, titled “Reforming Foreign Defense Sales to Improve Speed and Accountability” and dated April 9, 2025.

(8) Metrics to evaluate the effectiveness of the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy to enable the transfer of defense items to allies and partners of the United States while ensuring security of United States technology.

(9) An annual requirement to conduct an audit of license applications that were denied during the prior year on the basis of technology transfer policies of the military departments or the National Disclosure Policy.

(10) A process to implement revisions to the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy in accordance with subsection (c).

(c) Implementation.—Not later than one year after the date of the submission of the framework under subsection (a), and not less frequently than annually thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall direct the Secretary of each of the military departments to revise the technology transfer policy of that department and the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy to revise the National Disclosure Policy, based on the elements of the framework under subsection (b).

(d) Stakeholder engagement.—At least once every six months, the Secretaries of the military departments and the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy shall consult with such representatives from the defense industry as the Secretaries and Under Secretary consider appropriate, including representatives from nontraditional defense contractors (as such term is defined by section 3014 of title 10, United States Code) in the course of carrying out subsections (a), (b), and (c).

(e) Reporting requirements.— 

(1) SUBMISSION OF FRAMEWORK.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report containing the framework produced under subsection (a). 

(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one year after the date of the submission of the framework required under subsection (a), and not less frequently than annually thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report that includes the following: 

(A) A description of any actions taken to improve the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy in accordance with the implementation requirements under subsection (c).

(B) A description of any actions taken to implement or incorporate industry recommendation into the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy.

(C) A summary of any feedback from industry stakeholders with respect to current applications of the technology transfer policies of the military departments and National Disclosure Policy, and a description of any actions taken to address such feedback.

(D) The results of an audit of license applications that were denied during the preceding 12-month period on the basis of technology transfer policies of the military departments or the National Disclosure Policy, including sufficient information to confirm that such denials reflected the policy in effect at the time of denial.

(E) Any recommendations of the Secretary for legislation necessary to improve technology transfer policies or the National Disclosure Policy.

(3) FORM.—Each report submitted under this subsection shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may include a classified annex.




SEC. 1075 [Log 82652]. Budgeting and funding requirements for Northern Strike Exercise.

(a) Requirements.—The Secretary of Defense shall— 

(1) ensure that the budget and funding for the Northern Strike Exercise are sufficient to effectively carry out the objectives of the Secretary with respect to such exercise; and

(2) include, in the budget justification materials submitted to Congress in support of the Department of Defense budget for fiscal year 2027 and each subsequent fiscal year (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31), a dedicated budget line item for the implementation of this section.

(b) Northern Strike Exercise defined.— In this section, the term “Northern Strike Exercise” means a military exercise sponsored by the National Guard Bureau to build readiness and warfighting capabilities for the joint force.




SEC. 1076 [Log 82717]. Procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements to members of the Armed Forces assigned to the United States Special Operations Command.

(a) Procurement and distribution.—The Commander of the United States Special Operations Command may authorize— 

(1) the procurement of sports foods and dietary supplements; and

(2) the distribution of such foods and supplements to members of the Armed Forces assigned to the United States Special Operations Command.

(b) Requirements.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commander of the United States Special Operations Command shall— 

(A) establish policies for the procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements under this section; and

(B) require that such procurement and distribution is in compliance with— 

(i) Department of Defense Instruction 6130.06, titled “Use of Dietary Supplements in the Department of Defense”; and

(ii) the prohibited dietary supplement ingredients list of the Department.

(2) POLICIES.—The policies established under paragraph (1) shall provide that— 

(A) dietary supplements procured or distributed under this section are required to be certified by a non-Department third-party certifying organization that Operation Supplement Safety of the Department has vetted for end-product quality assurance;

(B) dietary supplements and sports foods procured or distributed under this section are required to be free of contaminants and ingredients and substances prohibited by the Department (including any ingredients and substances that are synonymous with such prohibited ingredients and substances);

(C) sports foods and dietary supplements may only be distributed to members of the Armed Forces— 

(i) by a credentialed and privileged registered (performance) dietitian or a medical clinician with prescribing authority who is assigned to or supporting the United States Special Operations Command at the operational unit level; and

(ii) under the guidance and oversight of a primary care sports medicine physician.

(c) Rule of construction.—The procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements under this section shall be construed to supplement and not supplant— 

(1) any morale, welfare, or recreation funds or activities otherwise required or available; and

(2) any funding made available for, and services provided by, any dining facility of the Department.




SEC. 1077 [Log 82249]. Pilot program on enhanced use of advanced sensor networks to improve Air Force counter-unmanned aircraft system capabilities for base defense.

(a) Establishment.—Beginning not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force, in coordination with the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, shall carry out a pilot program, to be known as the “Enhancing Cooperation for Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems Program”, under which the Secretary shall incorporate the use of civilian civil airspace sensor networks into Air Force data processing systems to— 

(1) improve base defense against small unmanned aircraft systems (in this section referred to as “sUAS”);

(2) inform the development of counter-unmanned aircraft system capabilities that are suitable for use inside the United States and in the National Airspace System; and

(3) enhance cooperation with law enforcement, State and local partners, and other Federal departments and agencies to counter domestic threats.

(b) Locations.—The Secretary, in coordination with the Administrator, shall select at least two military installations located in the United States at which to conduct the pilot program. In selecting such military installations, the Secretary shall consider the potential for the Air Force to— 

(1) access advanced civilian airspace sensor networks;

(2) leverage public-private partnerships that enable multi-use of airspace awareness capabilities for public safety, defense of critical infrastructure to include Department of Defense installations, and protection of civil aviation; and

(3) minimize the potential for negatively affecting civil aircraft operations in the National Airspace System.

(c) Objectives.—The objectives of the pilot program are— 

(1) to demonstrate the efficacy of shared situational awareness data from civilian sensor networks to military installation defense systems;

(2) to provide the Air Force with access to air space awareness data derived from civilian airspace sensor networks to increase the ability of the Air Force to defend bases from the threats posed by sUAS;

(3) to determine any authority, capability, and capacity barriers to enhancing cooperation between the Air Force, civilian partners, and other Federal, State, and local government entities to extend the over-the-horizon identification of potential sUAS threats beyond the current range of existing domestic base defense systems; and

(4) to improve the data-sharing frameworks for airspace data between the Air Force and various stakeholders for the purpose of base defense.

(d) Contract authority.—In carrying out the pilot program, the Secretary of the Air Force may enter into one or more contracts for the procurement of additional technologies capable of— 

(1) leveraging commercial or Government off-the-shelf detect-track-defeat systems;

(2) integrating and using civilian airspace awareness data to serve as an early warning capability specifically to help identify and monitor non-compliant sUAS; and

(3) informing appropriate communication mechanisms between military installations and local law enforcement agencies to report and track non-compliant air vehicles, deter incursions, and foster potential prosecution.

(e) Briefings.—Not later than 90 days after the conclusion of all activities carried out under the pilot program at an installation selected for such program, the Secretary shall provide to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a briefing that includes a description of— 

(1) the manner in which the program was conducted at such installation; and

(2) any results achieved under the program at such installation.

(f) Termination.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority to carry out a pilot program under this section shall terminate on the date that is five years after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) EARLY TERMINATION OPTION.—The Secretary of the Air Force may request the termination of the pilot program before the date specified in paragraph (1) if the Secretary— 

(A) determines that administrative, legal, performance, or other factors indicate the program will not be successful; and

(B) submits to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate notice in writing of such determination.




SEC. 1078 [Log 82726]. Accelerating domestic counter-unmanned aerial systems operations [PLACEHOLDER].
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 Sec. 1012 [Log 82513]. Requirements for amphibious warfare ship force structure. 
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 Sec. 1021. Log 82570 Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the United States. 
 Sec. 1022. Log 82571 Extension of prohibition on use of funds to construct or modify facilities in the United States to house detainees transferred from United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
 Sec. 1023. Log 82572 Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to certain countries. 
 Sec. 1024. Log 82573 Extension of prohibition on use of funds to close or relinquish control of United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
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 Sec. 1031 [Log 82871]. Modification of authority to provide assistance in support of Department of Defense accounting for missing United States Government personnel. 
 Sec. 1032 [Log 82431]. Expedited access to certain military installations of the Department of Defense for Members of Congress and certain Congressional employees. 
 Subtitle E—Reports 
 Sec. 1051 [Log 82188]. Mobility capability requirements study. 
 Sec. 1052 [Log 82246]. Extension of briefing requirement regarding civil authorities at the Southwest border. 
 Subtitle F—Other Matters 
 Sec. 1071 [Log 82432]. Air Force Technical Training Center of Excellence. 
 Sec. 1072 [Log 82422]. Extension of the National Commission on the Future of the Navy. 
 Sec. 1073  Log 82288. Reauthorization of the Servicewomen’s Commemorative Partnership. 
 Sec. 1074 [Log 82231]. Framework for technology transfer and foreign disclosure policies. 
 Sec. 1075 [Log 82652]. Budgeting and funding requirements for Northern Strike Exercise. 
 Sec. 1076 [Log 82717]. Procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements to members of the Armed Forces assigned to the United States Special Operations Command. 
 Sec. 1077 [Log 82249]. Pilot program on enhanced use of advanced sensor networks to improve Air Force counter-unmanned aircraft system capabilities for base defense. 
 Sec. 1078 [Log 82726]. Accelerating domestic counter-unmanned aerial systems operations  PLACEHOLDER.   
  A Financial Matters 
  1001 [Log 82255]. General transfer authority 
  (a) Authority to transfer authorizations 
  (1) Authority Upon determination by the Secretary of Defense that such action is necessary in the national interest, the Secretary may transfer amounts of authorizations made available to the Department of Defense in this division for fiscal year 2026 between any such authorizations for that fiscal year (or any subdivisions thereof). Amounts of authorizations so transferred shall be merged with and be available for the same purposes as the authorization to which transferred. 
  (2) Limitation Except as provided in paragraph (3), the total amount of authorizations that the Secretary may transfer under the authority of this section may not exceed $6,000,000,000. 
  (3) Exception for transfers between military personnel authorizations A transfer of funds between military personnel authorizations under title IV shall not be counted toward the dollar limitation in paragraph (2). 
  (b) Limitations The authority provided by subsection (a) to transfer authorizations— 
  (1) may only be used to provide authority for items that have a higher priority than the items from which authority is transferred; and 
  (2) may not be used to provide authority for an item that has been denied authorization by Congress. 
  (c) Effect on authorization amounts A transfer made from one account to another under the authority of this section shall be deemed to increase the amount authorized for the account to which the amount is transferred by an amount equal to the amount transferred. 
  (d) Notice to Congress The Secretary shall promptly notify Congress of each transfer made under subsection (a).  
  1002 [Log 82831]. Responsibilities of Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) Section 135(c)(3)(B) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by inserting  , and defense business systems that affect the auditability of financial statements after  accounting.   
  1003  Log 82828. Concurrent reporting date for annual update to Defense Business Systems Audit Remediation Plan and Department of Defense annual financial statements Section 240g(b) of title 10, United States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
  
  (b) Annual report On the same date as the date of the submission of the audited financial statements of the Department of Defense required pursuant to section 240a of this title each year, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees an updated annual report on the Defense Business Systems Audit Remediation Plan under subsection (a). .  
  B Naval Vessels 
  1011 [Log 82205]. Limitation on use of funds in the National Defense Sealift Fund to purchase certain used foreign constructed vessels 
  (a) In general Section 2218 of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (f)— 
  (A) in paragraph (3)— 
  (i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting  (other than an excluded vessel) after  any used vessel; 
  (ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting  (other than an excluded vessel) after  a used vessel; 
  (iii) by striking subparagraph (C) and inserting the following new subparagraph (C): 
  
  (C) The Secretary may only use the authority under this paragraph to purchase more than 10 foreign-constructed vessels if, for each such vessel so purchased after the tenth vessel, the Secretary purchases two vessels under paragraph (4). . 
  (iv) in subsection (D), by striking  subparagraph (A) and inserting  this paragraph; 
  (v) by striking subparagraph (E) and redesignating subparagraphs (F) and (G) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respectively; and 
  (B) by adding at the end the following new paragraph (4): 
  
  (4) A vessel purchased under this paragraph is a vessel— 
  (A) purchased using funds in the National Defense Sealift Fund 
  (B) constructed in a ship yard located in the United States; and 
  (C) the construction of which is managed by a commercial vessel construction manager. ; and 
  (2) in subsection (k), by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
  
  (6) The term  excluded vessel means a vessel that was— 
  (A) constructed or substantially modified by an entity located in the People’s Republic of China; or 
  (B) constructed by a Chinese military company, as such term is defined in section 1260H(d)(1) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 113 note).  . 
  (b) Technical corrections Section 2218 of title 10, United States Code, as amended by subsection (a), is further amended— 
  (1) in subsection (c)(1)(D), by striking  section 11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. 4405) and inserting  section 57100 of title 46; 
  (2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking  section 1424(b) of Public Law 101–510 (104 Stat. 1683) and inserting  section 1424(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1991 (Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 8661 note) ; 
  (3) in subsection (k)— 
  (A) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking  section 1424 of Public Law 101–510 (104 Stat. 1683) and inserting  section 1424 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1991 (Public Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 8661 note) ; and 
  (B) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking  section 11 of the Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. 4405) and inserting  section 57100 of title 46.  
  1012 [Log 82513]. Requirements for amphibious warfare ship force structure Section 8062 of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (e)— 
  (A) in paragraph (2), by striking  and at the end; 
  (B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period and inserting  ; and; and 
  (C) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
  
  (4) the Navy adjusts scheduled maintenance and repair actions to maintain the minimum number of available amphibious warfare ships to meet operational requirements. ; and 
  (2) by amending subsection (h) to read as follows: 
  
  (h) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) The term  amphibious warfare ship means a ship that is classified as an amphibious assault ship (general purpose) (LHA), an amphibious assault ship (multi-purpose) (LHD), an amphibious transport dock (LPD), or a dock landing ship (LSD). 
  (2) The term  available, with respect to an amphibious warfare ship, means that the ship— 
  (A) does not have a temporary critical limiting restriction preventing the conduct of training and operations; 
  (B) is not in a maintenance phase; 
  (C) is not conducting post-delivery test and trials; and 
  (D) is not preparing to decommission. .  
  1013 [Log 82207]. Navy Senior Technical Authority Section 8669b of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (a)(2), by amending subparagraph (B) to read as follows: 
  
  (B) reports directly to the program executive officer.  ; and 
  (2) in subsection (b)— 
  (A) by inserting  (1) before  Each Senior; and 
  (B) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
  
  (2) Each Senior Technical Authority shall also be responsible for the determination that all design requirements for a vessel class are directly related to a key performance parameter or key system attribute established in the capability development document for the vessel class. Any requirements that the Senior Technical Authority determines are unnecessary to meet a key performance parameter or key system attribute shall not be approved. .  
  1014 [Log 82211]. Alternative contracting authority for United States Naval Ships Chapter 863 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section: 
  
  8698. Alternative contracting authority for United States Naval Ships 
  (a) Authority The Secretary of the Navy may enter into an agreement with an appropriate vessel construction manager, other than the Department of the Navy, under which the vessel construction manager shall enter into a contract for the construction of a vessel to be designated as a United States Naval Ship and operated by civilian or commercial mariners. 
  (b) Design standards and construction practices To the maximum extent practicable, the Secretary of the Navy shall ensure that a vessel constructed pursuant to this section is constructed using commercial design standards and commercial construction practices. .  
  1015 [Log 82118]. Inclusion of Navy amphibious ship maintenance as a separate line item in operation and maintenance budget 
  (a) In general The budget of the President submitted to Congress under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, for fiscal year 2027 and each subsequent fiscal year, shall display Navy amphibious ship maintenance as one or more separate line items under each subactivity within operation and maintenance, Navy. 
  (b) Allocation of fiscal year 2026 funds Of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026 for operation and maintenance, Navy for ship maintenance, the Secretary of the Navy shall ensure that such funds are allocated to provide, on a per capita basis, an equal or greater amount of funding for each amphibious warfare ship that enters into maintenance availability during fiscal year 2026 relative to the amount of funding provided for each surface combatant ship. 
  (c) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) The term  amphibious warfare ship— 
  (A) means a ship designed with organic capability to engage in all the doctrinal types of amphibious operations across multiple domains and having characteristics that enable long duration, inter-theater, distributed maritime operations; and 
  (B) includes any— 
  (i) amphibious assault ship; 
  (ii) amphibious assault ship (multi-purpose); 
  (iii) amphibious transport dock ; and 
  (iv) dock landing ship. 
  (2) The term  surface combatant ship— 
  (A) means a surface ship that is designed primarily to engage in attacks against airborne, surface, subsurface, and shore targets; and 
  (B) includes any— 
  (i) guided missile cruiser; 
  (ii) guided missile destroyer; 
  (iii) guided missile frigate; and 
  (iv) littoral combat ship.  
  1016 [Log 82217]. Metrics for basic and functional design for ship construction 
  (a) In general Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall select a metric to measure the progression of basic and functional design with respect to the construction of ships. 
  (b) Report Not later than 45 days after the selection of a metric under subsection (a), the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report on such metric that includes the justification for the selection of the metric. 
  (c) Basic and functional design In this section, the term  basic and functional design has the meaning given such term in section 8669c(1) of title 10, United States Code.  
  1017 [Log 82838]. Sense of Congress regarding naming of vessel for Battle of Dai Do It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of the Navy should name an amphibious or expeditionary class vessel for the Battle of Dai Do.  
  C Counterterrorism 
  1021. Log 82570 Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the United States Section 1033 of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 1953) is amended by striking  December 31, 2025 and inserting  December 31, 2026.  
  1022. Log 82571 Extension of prohibition on use of funds to construct or modify facilities in the United States to house detainees transferred from United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba  Section 1034(a) of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 1954) is amended by striking  December 31, 2025 and inserting  December 31, 2026.  
  1023. Log 82572 Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to certain countries Section 1035 of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 1954) is amended by striking  December 31, 2025 and inserting  December 31, 2026.  
  1024. Log 82573 Extension of prohibition on use of funds to close or relinquish control of United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba Section 1036 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public Law 115–91; 131 Stat. 1551) is amended by striking  fiscal years 2018 through 2025 and inserting  fiscal years 2018 through 2026.  
  D Miscellaneous Authorities and Limitations 
  1031 [Log 82871]. Modification of authority to provide assistance in support of Department of Defense accounting for missing United States Government personnel Section 408 of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (a), by inserting  and procure goods and services from after  assistance to; and 
  (2) in subsection (d)(1), by striking  $5,000,000 and inserting  $15,000,000.   
  1032 [Log 82431]. Expedited access to certain military installations of the Department of Defense for Members of Congress and certain Congressional employees Chapter 159 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section: 
  
  2698. Expedited access to military installations for Members of Congress and certain Congressional employees 
  (a) In general Except as provided in subsection (b), the Secretary shall establish procedures to ensure that— 
  (1) a Member of Congress seeking access to a covered installation is granted such access if such Member presents a covered identification card; and 
  (2) any Congressional employees accompanying a Member of Congress granted access under paragraph (1) are granted the same access. 
  (b) Prohibited procedures Under such procedures, the Secretary may not require a Member of Congress to schedule a grant of access to a covered installation under subsection (a) prior to the arrival of such Member and accompanying Congressional employees, if applicable, at such covered installation. 
  (c) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) The term  Congressional employee has the meaning given such term in paragraph (5) of section 2107 of title 5. 
  (2) The term  covered identification card means a valid identification badge issued by the appropriate office of the House of Representatives or the Senate, as the case may be, which identifies the individual to which such identification badge was issued as a current Member of Congress. 
  (3) The term  covered installation means a military installation located in the United States or Guam at which the presentation of an issued Department of Defense common access card is the sole requirement for a member of the Armed Forces to be granted access to such military installation. 
  (4) The term  Member of Congress means— 
  (A) a Senator; or 
  (B) a Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, Congress. .  
  E Reports 
  1051 [Log 82188]. Mobility capability requirements study Section 1068 of the Servicemember Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159) is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (a), by striking  one year after the date of the enactment of this Act and inserting  December 23, 2025; and 
  (2) in subsection (c)— 
  (A) in paragraph (1)— 
  (i) in the paragraph headling, by striking   briefing and inserting   briefings; and  
  (ii) by inserting  and not later than six months after the date of the enactment of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 after  this Act; and 
  (B) in paragraph (2), by striking  one year after the date of the enactment of this Act and inserting  December 23, 2025.  
  1052 [Log 82246]. Extension of briefing requirement regarding civil authorities at the Southwest border Section 1070 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2791), as amended by section 1063 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is further amended by striking  through December 31, 2025 and inserting  through December 31, 2026.  
  F Other Matters 
  1071 [Log 82432]. Air Force Technical Training Center of Excellence Chapter 903 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section: 
  
  9026. Air Force Technical Training Center of Excellence 
  (a) Establishment The Secretary of the Air Force shall operate a Technical Training Center of Excellence. The head of the Center shall be the designee of the Commander of the Airman Development Command. 
  (b) Purposes The purposes of the Center shall be to— 
  (1) facilitate collaboration among all Air Force technical training installations; 
  (2) serve as a premier training location for all maintainers throughout the military departments; 
  (3) publish a set of responsibilities aimed at driving excellence, innovation, and leadership across all technical training specialties; 
  (4) advocate for innovative improvements in curriculum, facilities, and media; 
  (5) foster outreach with industry and academia; 
  (6) identify and promulgate best practices, standards, and benchmarks; 
  (7) create a hub of excellence for the latest advancements in aviation technology and training methodologies; and 
  (8) carry out such other responsibilities as the Secretary determines appropriate. 
  (c) Location The Secretary shall select a location for the Center that is an Air Force installation that provides technical training and maintenance proficiency. .  
  1072 [Log 82422]. Extension of the National Commission on the Future of the Navy Section 1092(a)(4) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 2809), as amended by section 1083 of the Service Member Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118–159), is further amended by striking  January 15, 2026 and inserting  January 15, 2027.  
  1073  Log 82288. Reauthorization of the Servicewomen’s Commemorative Partnership Section 362(b) of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 10 U.S.C. 7771 note prec.) is amended— 
  (1) by striking  fiscal year 2021 and inserting  fiscal year 2026; and 
  (2) by striking  $3,000,000 and inserting  $1,000,000.  
  1074 [Log 82231]. Framework for technology transfer and foreign disclosure policies 
  (a) Framework development Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall produce a framework to revise and update the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy. 
  (b) Framework elements The framework produced pursuant to subsection (a) shall include the following: 
  (1) A comprehensive assessment of policies regarding the transfer of emerging and advanced defense items, including artificial intelligence, directed energy, microwave systems, counter-unmanned aerial systems, missile defense, machine learning, cybersecurity, quantum technologies, hypersonics, autonomous systems, and such other technologies as the Secretary determines appropriate, to enable the transfer of such defense items to allies and partners of the United States. 
  (2) Guidelines for balancing national security considerations with the need to share information and technology with allies and partners of the United States to enhance interoperability and burden sharing. 
  (3) A process to gather, consider, and, as appropriate, incorporate input from industry stakeholders, in accordance with subsection (d), to inform revisions to the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy to enable the transfer of defense items to allies and partners of the United States. 
  (4) Recommendations for updating the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy to accommodate the use of emerging and advanced defense items in multi-domain operations, joint military exercises, and allied operational requirements. 
  (5) Mechanisms to enable the military departments to streamline the approval process for technology transfers. 
  (6) Mechanisms to enhance transparency to ensure the technology transfer policies of each of the military departments are comparable with respect to capability and country release tiers for emerging and advanced defense items. 
  (7) A plan to consolidate technology security and foreign disclosure approvals in accordance with Executive Order 14268, titled  Reforming Foreign Defense Sales to Improve Speed and Accountability and dated April 9, 2025. 
  (8) Metrics to evaluate the effectiveness of the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy to enable the transfer of defense items to allies and partners of the United States while ensuring security of United States technology. 
  (9) An annual requirement to conduct an audit of license applications that were denied during the prior year on the basis of technology transfer policies of the military departments or the National Disclosure Policy. 
  (10) A process to implement revisions to the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy in accordance with subsection (c). 
  (c) Implementation Not later than one year after the date of the submission of the framework under subsection (a), and not less frequently than annually thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall direct the Secretary of each of the military departments to revise the technology transfer policy of that department and the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy to revise the National Disclosure Policy, based on the elements of the framework under subsection (b). 
  (d) Stakeholder engagement At least once every six months, the Secretaries of the military departments and the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy shall consult with such representatives from the defense industry as the Secretaries and Under Secretary consider appropriate, including representatives from nontraditional defense contractors (as such term is defined by section 3014 of title 10, United States Code) in the course of carrying out subsections (a), (b), and (c). 
  (e) Reporting requirements 
  (1) Submission of framework Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report containing the framework produced under subsection (a).  
  (2) Annual reports Not later than one year after the date of the submission of the framework required under subsection (a), and not less frequently than annually thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report that includes the following: 
  (A) A description of any actions taken to improve the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy in accordance with the implementation requirements under subsection (c). 
  (B) A description of any actions taken to implement or incorporate industry recommendation into the technology transfer policies of the military departments and the National Disclosure Policy. 
  (C) A summary of any feedback from industry stakeholders with respect to current applications of the technology transfer policies of the military departments and National Disclosure Policy, and a description of any actions taken to address such feedback. 
  (D) The results of an audit of license applications that were denied during the preceding 12-month period on the basis of technology transfer policies of the military departments or the National Disclosure Policy, including sufficient information to confirm that such denials reflected the policy in effect at the time of denial. 
  (E) Any recommendations of the Secretary for legislation necessary to improve technology transfer policies or the National Disclosure Policy. 
  (3) Form Each report submitted under this subsection shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may include a classified annex.  
  1075 [Log 82652]. Budgeting and funding requirements for Northern Strike Exercise 
  (a) Requirements The Secretary of Defense shall— 
  (1) ensure that the budget and funding for the Northern Strike Exercise are sufficient to effectively carry out the objectives of the Secretary with respect to such exercise; and 
  (2) include, in the budget justification materials submitted to Congress in support of the Department of Defense budget for fiscal year 2027 and each subsequent fiscal year (as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31), a dedicated budget line item for the implementation of this section. 
  (b) Northern Strike Exercise defined  In this section, the term  Northern Strike Exercise means a military exercise sponsored by the National Guard Bureau to build readiness and warfighting capabilities for the joint force.  
  1076 [Log 82717]. Procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements to members of the Armed Forces assigned to the United States Special Operations Command 
  (a) Procurement and distribution The Commander of the United States Special Operations Command may authorize— 
  (1) the procurement of sports foods and dietary supplements; and 
  (2) the distribution of such foods and supplements to members of the Armed Forces assigned to the United States Special Operations Command. 
  (b) Requirements 
  (1) In general The Commander of the United States Special Operations Command shall— 
  (A) establish policies for the procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements under this section; and 
  (B) require that such procurement and distribution is in compliance with— 
  (i) Department of Defense Instruction 6130.06, titled  Use of Dietary Supplements in the Department of Defense; and 
  (ii) the prohibited dietary supplement ingredients list of the Department. 
  (2) Policies The policies established under paragraph (1) shall provide that— 
  (A) dietary supplements procured or distributed under this section are required to be certified by a non-Department third-party certifying organization that Operation Supplement Safety of the Department has vetted for end-product quality assurance; 
  (B) dietary supplements and sports foods procured or distributed under this section are required to be free of contaminants and ingredients and substances prohibited by the Department (including any ingredients and substances that are synonymous with such prohibited ingredients and substances); 
  (C) sports foods and dietary supplements may only be distributed to members of the Armed Forces— 
  (i) by a credentialed and privileged registered (performance) dietitian or a medical clinician with prescribing authority who is assigned to or supporting the United States Special Operations Command at the operational unit level; and 
  (ii) under the guidance and oversight of a primary care sports medicine physician. 
  (c) Rule of construction The procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements under this section shall be construed to supplement and not supplant— 
  (1) any morale, welfare, or recreation funds or activities otherwise required or available; and 
  (2) any funding made available for, and services provided by, any dining facility of the Department.  
  1077 [Log 82249]. Pilot program on enhanced use of advanced sensor networks to improve Air Force counter-unmanned aircraft system capabilities for base defense 
  (a) Establishment Beginning not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force, in coordination with the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, shall carry out a pilot program, to be known as the  Enhancing Cooperation for Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems Program, under which the Secretary shall incorporate the use of civilian civil airspace sensor networks into Air Force data processing systems to— 
  (1) improve base defense against small unmanned aircraft systems (in this section referred to as  sUAS); 
  (2) inform the development of counter-unmanned aircraft system capabilities that are suitable for use inside the United States and in the National Airspace System; and 
  (3) enhance cooperation with law enforcement, State and local partners, and other Federal departments and agencies to counter domestic threats. 
  (b) Locations The Secretary, in coordination with the Administrator, shall select at least two military installations located in the United States at which to conduct the pilot program. In selecting such military installations, the Secretary shall consider the potential for the Air Force to— 
  (1) access advanced civilian airspace sensor networks; 
  (2) leverage public-private partnerships that enable multi-use of airspace awareness capabilities for public safety, defense of critical infrastructure to include Department of Defense installations, and protection of civil aviation; and 
  (3) minimize the potential for negatively affecting civil aircraft operations in the National Airspace System. 
  (c) Objectives The objectives of the pilot program are— 
  (1) to demonstrate the efficacy of shared situational awareness data from civilian sensor networks to military installation defense systems; 
  (2) to provide the Air Force with access to air space awareness data derived from civilian airspace sensor networks to increase the ability of the Air Force to defend bases from the threats posed by sUAS; 
  (3) to determine any authority, capability, and capacity barriers to enhancing cooperation between the Air Force, civilian partners, and other Federal, State, and local government entities to extend the over-the-horizon identification of potential sUAS threats beyond the current range of existing domestic base defense systems; and 
  (4) to improve the data-sharing frameworks for airspace data between the Air Force and various stakeholders for the purpose of base defense. 
  (d) Contract authority In carrying out the pilot program, the Secretary of the Air Force may enter into one or more contracts for the procurement of additional technologies capable of— 
  (1) leveraging commercial or Government off-the-shelf detect-track-defeat systems; 
  (2) integrating and using civilian airspace awareness data to serve as an early warning capability specifically to help identify and monitor non-compliant sUAS; and 
  (3) informing appropriate communication mechanisms between military installations and local law enforcement agencies to report and track non-compliant air vehicles, deter incursions, and foster potential prosecution. 
  (e) Briefings Not later than 90 days after the conclusion of all activities carried out under the pilot program at an installation selected for such program, the Secretary shall provide to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a briefing that includes a description of— 
  (1) the manner in which the program was conducted at such installation; and 
  (2) any results achieved under the program at such installation. 
  (f) Termination 
  (1) In general The authority to carry out a pilot program under this section shall terminate on the date that is five years after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
  (2) Early termination option The Secretary of the Air Force may request the termination of the pilot program before the date specified in paragraph (1) if the Secretary— 
  (A) determines that administrative, legal, performance, or other factors indicate the program will not be successful; and 
  (B) submits to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate notice in writing of such determination.  
  1078 [Log 82726]. Accelerating domestic counter-unmanned aerial systems operations  PLACEHOLDER   
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subtitle A—Maritime Administration




SEC. 3501 [Log 82427]. Authorization of appropriations for Maritime Administration.

(a) In general.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the Department of Transportation for fiscal year 2026, for programs associated with maintaining the United States Merchant Marine, the following amounts: 

(1) For expenses necessary to support the United States Merchant Marine Academy, $201,500,000, of which— 


(A) $101,500,000 shall be for Academy operations;


(B) $50,000,000 shall be for facilities maintenance and repair and equipment; and


(C) $50,000,000 shall be for the development of a design-build plan for the phased rehabilitation, modernization, and construction of facilities and infrastructure at the United States Merchant Marine Academy in accordance with the Campus Modernization Plan required by section 51329 of title 46, United States Code, as added by [log 82452].


(2) For expenses necessary to support the State maritime academies, $58,800,000, of which— 


(A) $4,800,000 shall be for the Student Incentive Payment Program;


(B) $13,000,000 shall be for direct payments for State maritime academies;


(C) $12,000,000 shall be for training ship fuel assistance;


(D) $4,000,000 shall be for offsetting the costs of training ship sharing; and


(E) $25,000,000 shall be for maintenance and repair of State maritime academy training vessels.


(3) For expenses necessary to support the National Security Multi-Mission Vessel program, including funds for construction and necessary expenses to construct shoreside infrastructure to support such vessels, $75,000,000.


(4) For expenses necessary to support Maritime Administration operations and programs, $105,500,000, of which— 


(A) $15,000,000 shall be for the maritime environmental and technical assistance program under section 50307 of title 46, United States Code;


(B) $15,000,000 shall be for the United States marine highway program, including to make grants authorized under section 55601 of title 46, United States Code; 


(C) $2,000,000 shall be for the Office of Environment and Compliance, including to assist in the environmental review of grant and permit programs administered by the Maritime Administration; and

(D) $73,500,000 shall be for headquarters operations expenses.

(5) For expenses necessary for the disposal of obsolete vessels in the National Defense Reserve Fleet of the Maritime Administration, $6,000,000.

(6) For expenses necessary to maintain and preserve a United States flag merchant marine to serve the national security needs of the United States under chapter 531 of title 46, United States Code, $390,000,000.

(7) For expenses necessary to maintain and preserve a United States flag merchant marine to serve the national security needs of the United States under chapter 534 of title 46, United States Code, $122,400,000.

(8) For expenses necessary for the loan guarantee program authorized under chapter 537 of title 46, United States Code, $33,700,000, of which— 

(A) $30,000,000 may be used for the cost (as such term is defined in section 502(5) of the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a(5)) of loan guarantees under the program; and

(B) $3,700,000 may be used for administrative expenses relating to loan guarantee commitments under the program.

(9) For expenses necessary to provide assistance to small shipyards and for maritime training programs authorized under section 54101 of title 46, United States Code, $105,000,000.

(10) For expenses necessary to implement the port infrastructure development program, as authorized under section 54301 of title 46, United States Code, subject to the limitation under subsection (b), $550,000,000, to remain available until expended.

(b) Limitation.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—No funds may be obligated or expended for the port infrastructure development program pursuant to subsection (a)(9) to make a grant to be used for the purchase of fully automated cargo handling equipment that is remotely operated or remotely monitored with or without the exercise of human intervention or control, if the Secretary of Transportation determines such equipment would result in a net loss of jobs within a port or port terminal.

(2) REPORT.—If the Secretary makes a determination pursuant to paragraph (1), not later than three days after the date on which such determination is made, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report that includes the data and analysis used by the Secretary in making such determination.

subtitle B—Maritime Infrastructure




SEC. 3511 [Log 82629]. Clarification regarding use of port infrastructure development program funds to replace Chinese port crane hardware or software.

Section 54301(a)(3)(A)(ii)(III) of title 46, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking “including projects to improve port resilience;” and inserting “including—”; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new items:

“(aa) projects to improve port resilience; and

“(bb) projects to upgrade or replace port cranes or parts of port cranes (including hardware and software) that—

“(AA) were installed or provided by the People's Republic of China or any department, ministry, center, agency, or instrumentality of the Government of the People's Republic of China; or

“(BB) are maintained, controlled, or sponsored by the People's Republic of China or any department, ministry, center, agency, or instrumentality of the Government of the People's Republic of China;”.




SEC. 3512 [Log 82635]. Clarification of certain authorities relating to deepwater ports.

(a) In general.—Section 5(a) of the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1504(a)) is amended by striking the first sentence and inserting “Notwithstanding section 888(b) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 468(b)), the Secretary shall have the authority to issue regulations to carry out the purposes and provisions of this Act, in accordance with the provisions of section 553 of title 5, United States Code, without regard to subsection (a) thereof.”.

(b) NEPA compliance.—Section 5 of the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1504) is amended by striking subsection (f) and inserting the following:

“(f) NEPA compliance.— 

“(1) DEFINITION OF LEAD AGENCY.—In this subsection, the term ‘lead agency’ has the meaning given the term in section 111 of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4336e).

“(2) LEAD AGENCY.— 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—For all applications, the Department of Transportation shall be the Federal lead agency for purposes of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

“(B) EFFECT OF COMPLIANCE.—Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) in accordance with subparagraph (A) shall fulfill the requirement of the Federal lead agency in carrying out the responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) pursuant to this Act.”.

(c) Regulations.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant of the Coast Guard shall transfer the authorities provided to the Coast Guard in part 148 of title 33, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act), except as provided in paragraph (2), to the Secretary of Transportation.

(2) RETENTION OF AUTHORITY.—The Commandant shall retain responsibility for authorities pertaining to design, construction, equipment, and operation of deepwater ports and navigational safety.

(3) UPDATES TO AUTHORITY.—As soon as practicable after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall issue such regulations as are necessary to reflect the updates to authorities prescribed by this subsection.

(d) Rule of construction.—Nothing in this section, or the amendments made by this section, may be construed to limit the authorities of other governmental agencies previously delegated authorities of the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) or any other law.

(e) Applications.—Nothing in this section, or the amendments made by this section, shall apply to any application submitted before the date of the enactment of this Act.




SEC. 3513 [Log 82628]. Eligibility of shore power projects under port infrastructure development program.

(a) In general.—In making port infrastructure development grants under section 54301 of title 46, United States Code, for fiscal year 2026, the Secretary of Transportation shall treat a project described in subsection (b) as— 

(1) having met the requirements of paragraph (1) and (6)(A)(i) of section 54301(a) of such title; and

(2) being an eligible project under section 5430l(a)(3) of such title.

(b) Project described.—A project described in this subsection is a project to provide shore power at a port that services both of the following: 

(1) Passenger vessels described in section 3507(k) of title 46, United States Code.

(2) Vessels that move goods or freight.

subtitle C—Reports




SEC. 3521 [Log 82362]. Report on use of commercial contracting agent for crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels.

(a) In general.—Not later than April 1, 2026, the Secretary of the Navy, in consultation with the Administrator of the Maritime Administration, shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives a report on the use of a commercial contracting agent for the crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels.

(b) Elements.—The report required under subsection (a) shall contain each of the following: 

(1) An assessment of whether the crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels through the use of a commercial contracting agent would mitigate the shortage of civilian mariners and increase availability of military sealift command vessels.

(2) Any examples of operations within the Military Sealift Command being carried out through a contract, as of the date of the enactment of this Act.

(3) An identification of potential cost savings associated with the crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels through the use of a commercial contracting agent.

(4) An identification of specific military sealift command vessels or missions that may be suitable for crewing or operation through the use of a commercial contracting agent.

subtitle D—Other Matters




SEC. 3531 [Log 82452]. United States Merchant Marine Academy campus modernization plan.

(a) Campus modernization plan.—Chapter 513 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section:

“§ 51329. Campus modernization plan

“(a) In general.—The Secretary shall carry out a comprehensive Campus modernization plan for the United States Merchant Marine Academy. Such plan shall provide for each of the following: 

“(1) The construction of new facilities or the significant renovation of existing facilities to provide— 

“(A) standards of training, certification, and watchkeeping applications laboratories;

“(B) a safety of life at sea training pool;

“(C) engineering power plant laboratories;

“(D) athletic facilities that meet the needs of both male and female midshipmen;

“(E) enhanced waterfront facilities, including a new pier;

“(F) a visitor welcome center and main campus security office building;

“(G) housing facilities for senior staff and faculty; and

“(H) sufficient parking facilities for faculty, staff, and campus visitors.

“(2) Upgrades to all classrooms and laboratories with modern information technology infrastructure.

“(2) A campus-wide upgrade and retrofit of— 

“(A) the electric distribution power grid;

“(B) the sanitary sewer system piping;

“(C) the storm drainage system; and

“(D) the drinking water system, including development of a separate and redundant fire suppression system.

“(3) Renovations of campus facilities to ensure that all campus facilities— 

“(A) are structurally sound;

“(B) have reliable heating and air conditioning systems;

“(C) have functioning plumbing and electrical systems;

“(D) are protected from the elements, including through roof replacements and window repairs or replacements, as needed;

“(E) are accessible in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.); and

“(F) have working fire alarm and fire suppression systems.

“(b) Use of federal construction agent.—Consistent with the requirements of section 3515(d)(3) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263), the Administrator shall seek to enter into an agreement with a Federal construction agent to carry out the campus modernization plan.”.

(b) Clerical amendment.—The table of sections for chapter 513 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new item:


“51329. Campus modernization plan.”.

(c) Deadline for implementation.—The Secretary of Transportation shall develop and begin to implement the campus modernization plan required under section 51329 of title 46, United States Code, by not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. 




SEC. 3532 [Log 82630]. Cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by United States Government.

Section 55305 of title 46, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a) by striking “When the United States Government” and inserting “Except as provided in subsection ( c), when the United States Government”;

(2) by redesignating subsections (c) through (f) as subsections (d) through (g), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the following: 

“(c) Exception.—When the Department of Transportation procures, contracts for, or otherwise obtains for its own account, or provides financing in any way with Federal funds or advances funds or credits, for the furnishing or obtaining of the equipment, materials, or commodities, the Secretary of Transportation or recipient of such financing shall take steps necessary and practicable to ensure that 100 percent of the gross tonnage of the equipment, materials, or commodities (computed separately for dry bulk carriers, dry cargo liners, and tankers) which may be transported on ocean vessels is transported on privately-owned commercial vessels of the United States, as provided under subsection (b), to the extent such vessels are available at fair and reasonable rates for commercial vessels of the United States, in a manner that will ensure a fair and reasonable participation of commercial vessels of the United States in those cargoes by geographic areas.”.




SEC. 3533 [Log 82626]. Treatment of the University of Louisiana Maritime Academy as a State maritime academy.

(a) In general.—Notwithstanding the requirements of section 51506 of title 46, United States Code, and except as provided in subsection (b), during the two-year period beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall treat the University of Louisiana State Maritime Academy in the same manner as a State maritime academy under chapter 515 of title 46, United States Code.

(b) Exception.—Subsection (a) shall not apply after the date on which the University of Louisiana is fully recognized as a State maritime academy under chapter 515 of title 46, United States Code. 




SEC. 3534 [Log 82850]. Design and construction of missile instrumentation range safety vessels.

(a) Vessel construction.— 

(1) COMPLETION OF DESIGN.—Subject to the availability of appropriations, the Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the Director of the Missile Defense Agency, shall complete the design of missile instrumentation range safety vessels for the National Defense Reserve Fleet to allow for the construction of such vessels to begin in fiscal year 2027.

(2) AGREEMENT WITH VESSEL CONSTRUCTION MANAGER.—Notwithstanding section 8679 of title 10, United States Code, and subject to the availability of appropriations, the Secretary of the Transportation, in consultation with the Director of the Missile Defense Agency, shall seek to enter into an agreement with an appropriate vessel construction manager under which the vessel construction manager shall enter into a contract for the construction of not more than two such vessels in accordance with this section.

(3) DESIGN STANDARDS AND CONSTRUCTION PRACTICES.—Subject to paragraph (2), a vessel constructed pursuant to this section shall be constructed using commercial design standards and commercial construction practices that are consistent with the best interests of the Federal Government.

(b) Consultation with other Federal entities.—The Secretary of Transportation shall consult and coordinate with the Director of the Missile Defense Agency and may consult with the heads of other appropriate Federal agencies regarding the vessel referred to in subsection (a) and activities associated with such vessel.

(c) Prohibition on use of funds for used vessels.—None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available to carry out this section may be used for the procurement of any used vessel.

(d) Missile Defense Agency transfer authority.—The Director of the Missile Defense Agency may transfer amounts authorized to be appropriated for the Missile Defense Agency for research, development, test, and evaluation to the Secretary of Transportation, to be used for the purposes authorized by this section. Any amount transferred pursuant to this subsection shall retain its original period of availability. 
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  XXXV Maritime Administration 
  
 Subtitle A—Maritime Administration 
 Sec. 3501 [Log 82427]. Authorization of appropriations for Maritime Administration. 
 Subtitle B—Maritime Infrastructure 
 Sec. 3511 [Log 82629]. Clarification regarding use of port infrastructure development program funds to replace Chinese port crane hardware or software. 
 Sec. 3512 [Log 82635]. Clarification of certain authorities relating to deepwater ports. 
 Sec. 3513 [Log 82628]. Eligibility of shore power projects under port infrastructure development program. 
 Subtitle C—Reports 
 Sec. 3521 [Log 82362]. Report on use of commercial contracting agent for crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels. 
 Subtitle D—Other Matters 
 Sec. 3531 [Log 82452]. United States Merchant Marine Academy campus modernization plan. 
 Sec. 3532 [Log 82630]. Cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by United States Government. 
 Sec. 3533 [Log 82626]. Treatment of the University of Louisiana Maritime Academy as a State maritime academy. 
 Sec. 3534 [Log 82850]. Design and construction of missile instrumentation range safety vessels.   
  A Maritime Administration 
  3501 [Log 82427]. Authorization of appropriations for Maritime Administration 
  (a) In general There are authorized to be appropriated to the Department of Transportation for fiscal year 2026, for programs associated with maintaining the United States Merchant Marine, the following amounts: 
  (1) For expenses necessary to support the United States Merchant Marine Academy, $201,500,000, of which— 
  (A) $101,500,000 shall be for Academy operations; 
  (B) $50,000,000 shall be for facilities maintenance and repair and equipment; and 
  (C) $50,000,000 shall be for the development of a design-build plan for the phased rehabilitation, modernization, and construction of facilities and infrastructure at the United States Merchant Marine Academy in accordance with the Campus Modernization Plan required by section 51329 of title 46, United States Code, as added by  log 82452. 
  (2) For expenses necessary to support the State maritime academies, $58,800,000, of which— 
  (A) $4,800,000 shall be for the Student Incentive Payment Program; 
  (B) $13,000,000 shall be for direct payments for State maritime academies; 
  (C) $12,000,000 shall be for training ship fuel assistance; 
  (D) $4,000,000 shall be for offsetting the costs of training ship sharing; and 
  (E) $25,000,000 shall be for maintenance and repair of State maritime academy training vessels. 
  (3) For expenses necessary to support the National Security Multi-Mission Vessel program, including funds for construction and necessary expenses to construct shoreside infrastructure to support such vessels, $75,000,000. 
  (4) For expenses necessary to support Maritime Administration operations and programs, $105,500,000, of which— 
  (A) $15,000,000 shall be for the maritime environmental and technical assistance program under section 50307 of title 46, United States Code; 
  (B) $15,000,000 shall be for the United States marine highway program, including to make grants authorized under section 55601 of title 46, United States Code;  
  (C) $2,000,000 shall be for the Office of Environment and Compliance, including to assist in the environmental review of grant and permit programs administered by the Maritime Administration; and 
  (D) $73,500,000 shall be for headquarters operations expenses. 
  (5) For expenses necessary for the disposal of obsolete vessels in the National Defense Reserve Fleet of the Maritime Administration, $6,000,000. 
  (6) For expenses necessary to maintain and preserve a United States flag merchant marine to serve the national security needs of the United States under chapter 531 of title 46, United States Code, $390,000,000. 
  (7) For expenses necessary to maintain and preserve a United States flag merchant marine to serve the national security needs of the United States under chapter 534 of title 46, United States Code, $122,400,000. 
  (8) For expenses necessary for the loan guarantee program authorized under chapter 537 of title 46, United States Code, $33,700,000, of which— 
  (A) $30,000,000 may be used for the cost (as such term is defined in section 502(5) of the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a(5)) of loan guarantees under the program; and 
  (B) $3,700,000 may be used for administrative expenses relating to loan guarantee commitments under the program. 
  (9) For expenses necessary to provide assistance to small shipyards and for maritime training programs authorized under section 54101 of title 46, United States Code, $105,000,000. 
  (10) For expenses necessary to implement the port infrastructure development program, as authorized under section 54301 of title 46, United States Code, subject to the limitation under subsection (b), $550,000,000, to remain available until expended. 
  (b) Limitation 
  (1) In general No funds may be obligated or expended for the port infrastructure development program pursuant to subsection (a)(9) to make a grant to be used for the purchase of fully automated cargo handling equipment that is remotely operated or remotely monitored with or without the exercise of human intervention or control, if the Secretary of Transportation determines such equipment would result in a net loss of jobs within a port or port terminal. 
  (2) Report If the Secretary makes a determination pursuant to paragraph (1), not later than three days after the date on which such determination is made, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report that includes the data and analysis used by the Secretary in making such determination.  
  B Maritime Infrastructure 
  3511 [Log 82629]. Clarification regarding use of port infrastructure development program funds to replace Chinese port crane hardware or software Section 54301(a)(3)(A)(ii)(III) of title 46, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) by striking  including projects to improve port resilience; and inserting  including—; and  
  (2) by adding at the end the following new items: 
  
  (aa) projects to improve port resilience; and 
  (bb) projects to upgrade or replace port cranes or parts of port cranes (including hardware and software) that— 
  (AA) were installed or provided by the People's Republic of China or any department, ministry, center, agency, or instrumentality of the Government of the People's Republic of China; or 
  (BB) are maintained, controlled, or sponsored by the People's Republic of China or any department, ministry, center, agency, or instrumentality of the Government of the People's Republic of China; .  
  3512 [Log 82635]. Clarification of certain authorities relating to deepwater ports 
  (a) In general Section 5(a) of the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1504(a)) is amended by striking the first sentence and inserting  Notwithstanding section 888(b) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 468(b)), the Secretary shall have the authority to issue regulations to carry out the purposes and provisions of this Act, in accordance with the provisions of section 553 of title 5, United States Code, without regard to subsection (a) thereof.. 
  (b) NEPA compliance Section 5 of the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1504) is amended by striking subsection (f) and inserting the following: 
  
  (f) NEPA compliance 
  (1) Definition of lead agency In this subsection, the term  lead agency has the meaning given the term in section 111 of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4336e). 
  (2) Lead agency 
  (A) In general For all applications, the Department of Transportation shall be the Federal lead agency for purposes of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 
  (B) Effect of compliance Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) in accordance with subparagraph (A) shall fulfill the requirement of the Federal lead agency in carrying out the responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) pursuant to this Act. . 
  (c) Regulations 
  (1) In general Not later than 18 months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commandant of the Coast Guard shall transfer the authorities provided to the Coast Guard in part 148 of title 33, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act), except as provided in paragraph (2), to the Secretary of Transportation. 
  (2) Retention of authority The Commandant shall retain responsibility for authorities pertaining to design, construction, equipment, and operation of deepwater ports and navigational safety. 
  (3) Updates to authority As soon as practicable after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall issue such regulations as are necessary to reflect the updates to authorities prescribed by this subsection. 
  (d) Rule of construction Nothing in this section, or the amendments made by this section, may be construed to limit the authorities of other governmental agencies previously delegated authorities of the Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) or any other law. 
  (e) Applications Nothing in this section, or the amendments made by this section, shall apply to any application submitted before the date of the enactment of this Act.  
  3513 [Log 82628]. Eligibility of shore power projects under port infrastructure development program 
  (a) In general In making port infrastructure development grants under section 54301 of title 46, United States Code, for fiscal year 2026, the Secretary of Transportation shall treat a project described in subsection (b) as— 
  (1) having met the requirements of paragraph (1) and (6)(A)(i) of section 54301(a) of such title; and 
  (2) being an eligible project under section 5430l(a)(3) of such title. 
  (b) Project described A project described in this subsection is a project to provide shore power at a port that services both of the following: 
  (1) Passenger vessels described in section 3507(k) of title 46, United States Code. 
  (2) Vessels that move goods or freight.  
  C Reports 
  3521 [Log 82362]. Report on use of commercial contracting agent for crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels 
  (a) In general Not later than April 1, 2026, the Secretary of the Navy, in consultation with the Administrator of the Maritime Administration, shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives a report on the use of a commercial contracting agent for the crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels. 
  (b) Elements The report required under subsection (a) shall contain each of the following: 
  (1) An assessment of whether the crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels through the use of a commercial contracting agent would mitigate the shortage of civilian mariners and increase availability of military sealift command vessels. 
  (2) Any examples of operations within the Military Sealift Command being carried out through a contract, as of the date of the enactment of this Act. 
  (3) An identification of potential cost savings associated with the crewing and operation of military sealift command vessels through the use of a commercial contracting agent. 
  (4)  An identification of specific military sealift command vessels or missions that may be suitable for crewing or operation through the use of a commercial contracting agent.  
  D Other Matters 
  3531 [Log 82452]. United States Merchant Marine Academy campus modernization plan 
  (a) Campus modernization plan Chapter 513 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section: 
  
  51329. Campus modernization plan 
  (a) In general The Secretary shall carry out a comprehensive Campus modernization plan for the United States Merchant Marine Academy. Such plan shall provide for each of the following: 
  (1) The construction of new facilities or the significant renovation of existing facilities to provide— 
  (A) standards of training, certification, and watchkeeping applications laboratories; 
  (B) a safety of life at sea training pool; 
  (C) engineering power plant laboratories; 
  (D) athletic facilities that meet the needs of both male and female midshipmen; 
  (E) enhanced waterfront facilities, including a new pier; 
  (F) a visitor welcome center and main campus security office building; 
  (G) housing facilities for senior staff and faculty; and 
  (H) sufficient parking facilities for faculty, staff, and campus visitors. 
  (2) Upgrades to all classrooms and laboratories with modern information technology infrastructure. 
  (2) A campus-wide upgrade and retrofit of— 
  (A) the electric distribution power grid; 
  (B) the sanitary sewer system piping; 
  (C) the storm drainage system; and 
  (D) the drinking water system, including development of a separate and redundant fire suppression system. 
  (3) Renovations of campus facilities to ensure that all campus facilities— 
  (A) are structurally sound; 
  (B) have reliable heating and air conditioning systems; 
  (C) have functioning plumbing and electrical systems; 
  (D) are protected from the elements, including through roof replacements and window repairs or replacements, as needed; 
  (E) are accessible in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.); and 
  (F) have working fire alarm and fire suppression systems. 
  (b) Use of federal construction agent Consistent with the requirements of section 3515(d)(3) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263), the Administrator shall seek to enter into an agreement with a Federal construction agent to carry out the campus modernization plan. . 
  (b) Clerical amendment The table of sections for chapter 513 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new item: 
  
  
 51329. Campus modernization plan. . 
  (c) Deadline for implementation The Secretary of Transportation shall develop and begin to implement the campus modernization plan required under section 51329 of title 46, United States Code, by not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.   
  3532 [Log 82630]. Cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by United States Government Section 55305 of title 46, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (a) by striking  When the United States Government and inserting  Except as provided in subsection ( c), when the United States Government; 
  (2) by redesignating subsections (c) through (f) as subsections (d) through (g), respectively; and 
  (3) by inserting after subsection (b) the following: 
  
  (c) Exception When the Department of Transportation procures, contracts for, or otherwise obtains for its own account, or provides financing in any way with Federal funds or advances funds or credits, for the furnishing or obtaining of the equipment, materials, or commodities, the Secretary of Transportation or recipient of such financing shall take steps necessary and practicable to ensure that 100 percent of the gross tonnage of the equipment, materials, or commodities (computed separately for dry bulk carriers, dry cargo liners, and tankers) which may be transported on ocean vessels is transported on privately-owned commercial vessels of the United States, as provided under subsection (b), to the extent such vessels are available at fair and reasonable rates for commercial vessels of the United States, in a manner that will ensure a fair and reasonable participation of commercial vessels of the United States in those cargoes by geographic areas. .  
  3533 [Log 82626]. Treatment of the University of Louisiana Maritime Academy as a State maritime academy 
  (a) In general Notwithstanding the requirements of section 51506 of title 46, United States Code, and except as provided in subsection (b), during the two-year period beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall treat the University of Louisiana State Maritime Academy in the same manner as a State maritime academy under chapter 515 of title 46, United States Code. 
  (b) Exception Subsection (a) shall not apply after the date on which the University of Louisiana is fully recognized as a State maritime academy under chapter 515 of title 46, United States Code.   
  3534 [Log 82850]. Design and construction of missile instrumentation range safety vessels 
  (a) Vessel construction 
  (1) Completion of design Subject to the availability of appropriations, the Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the Director of the Missile Defense Agency, shall complete the design of missile instrumentation range safety vessels for the National Defense Reserve Fleet to allow for the construction of such vessels to begin in fiscal year 2027. 
  (2) Agreement with vessel construction manager Notwithstanding section 8679 of title 10, United States Code, and subject to the availability of appropriations, the Secretary of the Transportation, in consultation with the Director of the Missile Defense Agency, shall seek to enter into an agreement with an appropriate vessel construction manager under which the vessel construction manager shall enter into a contract for the construction of not more than two such vessels in accordance with this section. 
  (3) Design standards and construction practices Subject to paragraph (2), a vessel constructed pursuant to this section shall be constructed using commercial design standards and commercial construction practices that are consistent with the best interests of the Federal Government. 
  (b) Consultation with other Federal entities The Secretary of Transportation shall consult and coordinate with the Director of the Missile Defense Agency and may consult with the heads of other appropriate Federal agencies regarding the vessel referred to in subsection (a) and activities associated with such vessel. 
  (c) Prohibition on use of funds for used vessels None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available to carry out this section may be used for the procurement of any used vessel. 
  (d) Missile Defense Agency transfer authority The Director of the Missile Defense Agency may transfer amounts authorized to be appropriated for the Missile Defense Agency for research, development, test, and evaluation to the Secretary of Transportation, to be used for the purposes authorized by this section. Any amount transferred pursuant to this subsection shall retain its original period of availability.  
 




