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obrist.
e and thank you, General ,‘ For coming day. Those in the
room have already introduced themselves and:a recond of our ;wn:-:rr:l-hw.';:
N ‘,_l. 3 ‘i‘(lH‘}'tl WND.V AT ttendance tod V. However, For the rec C ag: l.',t[,,

a professional staff member for the
mitteeon Oversight and Government Reform
among the committees
tigating many: as
Libya; in September

2012. The'topics being considere ':i;w:lslv:evl*z‘f}:ﬁmli:?'l:z!lll,:'i,-:f: arnment was

i acks

and 'what

learned.




AT
Y. mel

to pose guestions. We will alternate 1.‘:}|i;-;";[.wlill,l:; il pur quest: i;(.)”-";}{ !

([c;_y:»_l)‘l.-',' ted:

We will recess for'a short lunch and take other breaks, but please

know' when: we are switching questioners if you need some

additional time for any reason.

(%>,

during our questioning, we will aim to have only one questioner

tionto this may occur if an additional stafif member

regquires a follow-up onr a clarification. In such instance, usually

)

the most efficient way to do that is to do it as we proceed rather than

Because obviously the transcriptionist cannot record gesti

¢ that you answer orally. And if you forget to do this

the

{f‘,n]”,iq}',i‘:y?‘ lonist may remind you to do (o) i The tr |”.:-".<;,‘1l,lr{|: lonist may

e

also ask you to spell certain terms or unusual phrases you might use

N your answer.

We hope to proceed m
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b

S necessany to provide clas

ﬁi" guestions,. everyone in this room, in

i

re you should not hesitate to provic

top secret, and therefc

information onr details up to:that classificatiol level.

Wi o i ) ¥ A L . " 2
Further F the question is unclear or if you'‘re uncertain

ii.(l your response .rllg;l [ vou do not know or rem 1‘“)"!9

emember §

the' answer

fou should lthough this cepview is not
.o 8 o
ynder oath, by law'y e reguired to answer questions firom Congress

)

by stafifers in interviews such

truthfully; dinciu questions po

you unders

General Z

transcripts, the




hare t

transcripts with the: interviewees subsequently appearing: before the

committee on to'use these'documents to prepane inte ees for their

appearances:

With this explanation in mind; the Department made. any
assified transcripts from previous: interviews available to: you in
preparing for today.:

General Zobpist: Nc hey have ' not.

fe that: you: are ,|'f.‘.¢u;Hfl;lb;l,iMJ DY,
(A" 1>
orney from the:Department ofiDefense. I ask the-B&+ counsel,

IR PSR L o . e o ¢ N
the record; please state youp
Ay EAduand.
i*‘lf' TS Eawara |

Teny

And: with these' preliminary remarks concluded

1, do you have any: introductory nremarks that you wishi to make.

General Zobrist. No, I do not. I'm at your disposal




nk and position

presentlys
1

A L amniBrigadilen General: Scotitt Zobpdst, I'm the l)i.r‘r"litc)i"t-)‘i

Plans, Rhognams and Raquirements at Adp Combat Command at Langlay. ’.‘\ihi

FOnce Base,
Ands Generads, are you a fidghtien piloty
neantathmany and I0 am a fiighter pilot also.
AndiWwhat tvpe of alccrafit do you' gualify to
an k=46 pllot; and that's the only fightenr
;;“.'.v b
a’f.‘ikg)’,‘[“ J.:'m-m||;(}’1<mi My: Caneer; most -':M,‘o;c_;fd_:; of the F-16.
0) And how' many: hours: have you accumulated?

ROUEhILY 2,500 on S0,

~Thank yous And' on

£
A My position at

s Wing at Avi

¢

o T




»

ap Wing commander, I was

bordinate to the d Air Force commander. And the rd Air Force'
L]

niander reported tio the commander of U.S. Air Forces in Europe. And

at some point during my: tour, USAFE, .S, Alr Forces in Europe, alsc

(]'Iuh‘_]d Apranocnenr'r .'rn'-.,:l_. Afiric o And -r.yt:‘_“,’ N

N

ime I believe' that that' had! occurnred:

i 1 ¥ v ’ L
command: chaln wi O 2o the

a

DN Up: to [ t car AL Force comm. nder at

Y Y
RICA POLE,.

headquartens, which alsorhad AFAFR:

50 you think or you're certadn that you hadithe Afric

Toibe honest: with you, I can'!t recall. know that
tion period. I believe it had been completec

ooy In b i . L y
cause even verore that :l<l[>”‘v

ponsibility that -- we were forces in Europe that

ommand  stood up'we knew that we could potentially have a taski

icant tasking oven

~

'sewhere, and in fact we had




y. 'chaln'of command and the only four

omponent to bot the

pf command.

Command: commanders. So

X e
\

iand and Africa

ommanders

Arc component.,

V' NeCO. I ';f!l.._‘i; lgt‘l“l:j

4

s no difference.

say several yeans before, we would st

d through the same mechanism, through 3nd Air Force and their

combined air op centen there, but the tasking would come from outsid

For woulc

instance, if weiwere going to support any:other command Lty

have toic h at that point European Command into the USAI
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AR e
ion, TDY or

N 5T SER

.' N 5 . -':'
A Not during this st of my reco. v’.‘l.-‘l(..': I'.tln'.‘,l”_ﬁr,‘iﬁ'llf

!".
this toun.
Had! you been in the AFRICOM' AOR before that?

Yes. ‘Yes, I have.

)tk
» L. 9 X ~ oy by o~ Y

0) Can you'describe in' a general sense the nature of your

‘;t“:)‘/r.::l..l‘ ')

wastan unisia as a captain when we went on

ouLlding partnen capacaty then; but it was

I hadialsoitraveled around throughout my tours both at Aviano and
¥ . . 1 ¥ iy Y, .l o> 1 - :
sewhenre [“ve served in Afghanistan, 1've served' in pven Irag

flying out of Al Udeid. And on Capstone or general officen, 1-month

paration: course, my trip was actually to Africa. So I went to

r i:{\‘l) f,'lf;-).',;lI‘v'()}l,.lll{:\‘. ‘[::lll'.if“[:i ]') /”1“ li)‘}j“‘,”.‘k.”l::;_,,'(, as as . "l:"i(:,',"l"

So you did Cap:

.“.‘ I
While

4 1 e “"w.m
? \;:lané')i's %he;-’Mé




They have been ex w'r‘-lt!r5r||:|:|'|r‘l.
but they' have no: forces: thenr
supponrt forces. So they run the

eten of the base. We run all the internal
- R

e base minus: a few areas that they have. Occasionally,

they would have aircrafit from Italy that would cycle through; or NA

aircratft would cycle through there as well. However, there

routiine’ depleyments of Italian fonces there at AvAano.

“'f

there was very little -dpﬁortdhi‘&y for the




S0 if‘t’l-ﬁ;"fl'tﬂul\“/,i

They dps
And doi vou know whena:
FKnow tHat they have sone at

. And dti's very close to Aviano, |

where they are ail stationed. And again, we operated mostly in the

north.
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0} And again,

i ly. where they were
P A Y

stationed or how they operated because your responsibilities didn!

include: being familiar with that ni

i \
ecessarily.

Crue., eny litt paction with them.
ND'E that: w S NO: !'['l‘,l‘ ment to, and we livec
in our: own rancies around the world'

Jery.

on'as well.

Sorny. The Italian planning and resourcing or

Both; gL 1te honestly,

I g b
DOLN

wouldigo to.Duchi Mon

¥

et me as



At Avianoy we hiad two sgu 20 pramany= med F

Suadron and the Sieth Fighten Squadront

Sruadnonsy CAnd Ehat's the drons o colirses  Andras Vol know

or) It ¢are i ' ¥ | S o . n &
there's « 1 real glts: of ' Gperation; the hapdest bants

pperation s tHE e SUDPONT At goes aloneg Wath thak:

\

AVAAanG; basicallly 3, 80B o 50 active duty ainnanradl SUpported: &

j
f

HWeT =S CHOSE T SquUanions ' Werti o alrpianes; Operators; and

Hadptatners: ang theirassociated atncratt maintenance i

as

we had'an ali contnod squadron theras the 683kd Alr Control Squadron

1 active at that time.

THene was an-Anmy

Rpomvicenza,

I
:

X




give me some idea, of the 3,808 personnel, you

0 une, And: ne
pbviously said there's pilots, there's maintainenrs; air controllers..
3
What!'s the approximate breakdown: of that 380607 (R rough terms, what
aAre Wwe A g I‘fl““vv;.;'

'

lgnediaircrafit, you'd have “;)yr:"”};\
ran; just unde! -
1! »l]i,'(zl,“.
then ontopiotithose:
1

2. in the 0 upport sguadron and

qualified. And so maybe 10

“' 3 I.V, :A\,';];',; r,‘. ;I."] [t';"x]ﬂ F S

\ : v b L o oy ! ¥ v ¥
people, ‘and they' controlled: the' tactical radars and operat

radars: that would u\/lll» the. tactical air picture.

tactical

would! control us when we were ting and tr Hu‘ul

lians contnolled" th;e




)

=

: "'fli:h ;.)1:“-]’() ,‘\r‘,i: i‘/‘:‘ F']IH:\/!' fl:}(“i(][“]:‘,-‘\ (:(7)||[:_}:..

Andithen, of couprse

lots of civd U.l'“‘,, lotsi of local ‘H-\';.‘»;.ﬂﬂ-il t{g:]'fj'!,r\\/:\u}‘-,) (‘r]l|:l;;'].f,\/,.i',-}i-) ;!;H'g]:}'ll

national Family.

ouphily-4,00p or so familv. members So. T consider our community at
l‘l!l My 4, 008! C / Brs.,. 0, I consider our COmMmMunNity ﬁi

Aviano 0 be 8,00¢ D 94 ::,1.33;§') at Faven cimen)

0 thank: you,  That's véry: helpful

wiagadn L want to talk about the fighter wing

"

. And they would




thay wou

| then elght

%

Splon'a i:v,«ii.r-:.ﬂ, day, would have each sauadron VNG 8 1

nissions fon attotal oft'aboit: 36 fonthe days

g

the 'd'ay'. '.']F'MES}be we'd start f’iy‘ihg at noon and the first 10 would fly




s 8530 O VAN

8 would fly'

3, SR

Ping the d

e

1“ I:r|i.i"t.f|.“,( "."!.“!-“";:'4' 3 '3”'“.]',‘;"hi‘”[”k"t 1";””:1.."1.!;:”1' Ny
0} ;\H'IL Ht,'j I '1;{»5 v.r“,”,iJ =1 Jlf-i'”'i‘i‘_ W 1t T}ZHEJI", f"?'['“.l'i.ﬁ!;fi: ‘,lni‘;’
'jli I-\l/' "_.l..) i /C ;‘t:ll’i‘::hi t'lztl,‘ -“‘ N ""'H‘U; ou! ”“] : ;\,Jfli."l' I{tf“_‘

e ‘”'[f‘.l :.! ‘]:'.III'H.:":?“"R

And: did! any of these’ sortiesithat we
the ‘;-r’l,f,“,';’ﬁ'i;31‘5111'.-”:‘, aver involve air refueling?.
,1?:1(;.1!_1.:‘;‘»3 there. are: no aef
LOY. ‘l‘" 'E;!@T”" Us hl.:? H,-l;_‘\-i.'f’! with A

iif:ﬁlq""‘"'r""f would come! fro
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¥

:):h‘hnl [0 Pe=AacCC v‘fA‘ I 1:"i;7 thed'n l:'il'l:'lll‘f",/,<
o) 0 1. .think you've indicated this, the
availability of tanke yas' suchi that sometimes you missed your
rofiiciency standard because they weren't availlable.
A

were tankens assigned to:U.S. Air Force

EUROD
s Eunope
casionally

heavily tasked on a daily

you' will, supporting contingency

o

: 'Ir‘vi|.||i.‘nl,' missions because ":'.-',‘}f‘;‘l-lf

training requirer as ‘well, and those would be allocated. So

Ly £1y dowr

casionally we would -~ occasionally, they would actual

and meet us in the ainspace south of our location and they would i

us, tank withi us, and then they'd fly back home.

Q But I understand, then, youn answer, though, isthat b

y were so tasked, you ofte ound yourself relying on Gl

yficiency




o CAAE ., Rt T RS TOr -

D casional ]» e '_'w']z-]];.-'[ ‘:-[ ve Guard and Reserve, and.occasional l;\[-"" Sidi

have the:Active Duty, folks, tankers from Mildenhall.

11 the Active Duty and Reserve:and Guarc

ure;,

But” T undenstand  youn distinction; and

Uiffdce 16 to say, though, that the tanken resources

And'wheneven we' could get:

get as much training as: we could with them.

VOLUl.

! L
LeS Tf

) 34""-ﬂ.~.‘!5‘4‘f=1,‘;;' s (“ (‘3,"‘“}“."}1’5: ;“F““_:‘; sont:

ment: syste

ons that |
2D 4
e

&2

-~ more similar to the -- they had a radar




apability similar to what our 683rd Air Cc sntrol |r!l| [rh(ln {: ]:l on uih,

gpound'

And how about live fire training of fighters based

)
|

at AvAano, colld the planes at Avianp conduct Live: fitne training firom

|

Avdanor  WhRLGH '8 1o says could yvou take ofit fion the coondinates -~

and' return?
nad the ability: for trainingimunitions, not live
V| unitions, fon craining munitions, inert munitions,; wherewe could
And there was airange th over the vears, with a lot of work, we were
able to utildze a‘range inSlovenia and also one in/'Croatia, and Slunj
the: range
d'also £1y up to Grafenwohry in Germany, although tanke
wenreit: cally'requinrec But we did participat joint training ~gu{!
the Army. L p. there occasion 11y,
oordination: with the Italians in order 'ixv‘.';
\blish those routes, as ."/:vil|i(:.,1|i,i: agine. ust like Americans would
f‘ln:‘-.nr'.i‘i;\;v..-:' to flying with types of ordnance overhead, t the It:

ensitive to that a




Aviano and out of a:

CONEANEENCcY

ApNRoVaLS
decontilict
() =30

jHank vous

f“'!r'r]”.ij:f NZ,  AoUT

;; i,‘;‘ i'l“ln

about

U

el A4 |
NC COpralnacon

s minutes Lhm e

outes andisone of the

nd NATO:allies

means;. and

o

l"l £i=il)

dd

FHERE Wene centain PoUtes that We

/‘!‘L)'If" 'O S K Vi ll, T i.”"'!‘
Oroceadures fon
Lothen question

ditary
ssumed during

| Fontt
O TOrtcin,.

hter w: |,|l:§m k

=11 th-wth“hi/l

To the best of my recollection,

2, and '1:

N
0

~entire







¥

Aridiwas tthat o deploy and fidghteon the: othep end, whict
)

50 tiovdaploy. with soup tio nutsyevaryiining vou' neaded' to

an assignedsdocatdon and: tignht fipon thensy

B noton il}]:f B LG AR T







: ' RN (ree Lt
oSt dWaYS kKept N a nonssuiit=up:

ad: bV COMpenents ;. The homb: #1e]e Ve

HUSAT qndts that go'on 1t. . They wouldc

Separate e bombfunctIonaldtty: cani change,

on: What we'ne tasked. The bomb itisellf

thing: andt 11 becolips

coulid umb: bomnb; "unguided; on

guidance erapped on and then it

i [,

'(i_“)ll" ) :'.‘4‘

munif:’ioﬁfs ;

CONTLE

’,l_'](l'l.f}vl ;

"
eledeieli|

depending

HeTple ool

Blther

ave

And we do that also for shelf life because if 1t s built
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\ r o " Paes OB Jal s ® Sk - i e e s beadsl o il rZ
14':'0’ - 18y oo d PR ) n e : 3 X
v

'I‘g)'.,' you have [vc“,".;",!‘i-“‘l." shelf 11 fhe .| ()”j{]')‘”:)():“;
al80 changes, When you put a fluse in there, it changes some of the
:);{!)l\'u‘,‘l‘/:‘, .'[:""'ﬂi:ﬁ)i; CON ;\x[:)»”.]‘i: l,r)“",i 50 '.'l'-'}.\f;-'.lﬂ "é_i[()(':.} .H'.()_}!E_i"||]&_|-§]'l;i; }(

sepanately.

N

posture. And that was

A .

the case



3
¥

the

i bfﬁ?ﬁ ;
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connacy
addatiionad BUL there

GLI0N,; No particuLar lack: ot a ANty !;(:l||{:]i

DHE Wene: o arm an =16,
Neptweapon; putLmaan with a budlt-up

plbeds hedp me: undepstand

CONrect ..

ou have 1o nave the .\"/.)‘, L:]E)i,’ l_r_.‘,i_‘;“‘/ of armers.,
nersennel teail edland ,:'u';g'( ppea 1o Ao S

mself have to be

pRY- whatever munitions

o X S’y

or éhe aséélhbled weap.on§ L S‘C"b e
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i::-jl!g‘!:}t;q;l‘

What's thati process takes" Not'the authorization part, bu

3
-
I

2

i

fhom the time the authonizationds paven, let's assume the availabi, I;~i_i;,&'

oft anadnplane; ledisinot rnecessaniiyv assume thesavallabid ity of
armer; unlessithengts always anneps on diuty, what' s that nrocess

e marnvadnens,  sunsmatntainens: nave theinr technical
38
praeps ahatisdAavi ot the entins pRocessE +or ]{5;;)':,(]j'. an =46, '(Hll!"fk(“;ﬂ;

! JpF o A centain  contegrations NOWS AT May come Trom dittarant

facnnlcal prdenss putnanourstack ald the dififienent Job stens that

MUEL e done o i1=3 [ O UIE HERS

‘are done inparalle
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enddngs Antl then you've

Atunesand thans

B L I 7] X .

not been on the éi:hplane' in a wh:lle 5ﬁd'ybu start puttlng ‘th_ém on the



3

oheanver whn 1s Aot familiar with it
FiwayS noreconplicatad = S nEans
SURe .

yourdpn¥t ienon the halt ot

1 S l.’\ﬁ(‘ It.‘gll Non suUre

e, siny that thepe

And so Wa knowshow 1ong each ong takesy That's assuming

evenrythlng goes Weldss Whnan everyoneastWonkdng t then;

shontensthat tdme & i ttlehit,

D wmns oty

S5 LA

rmance costs?




NANCE COSTS,

SOMWHATE 1S 8 penformance cost?

A Sp some off the things that we'have done as we fine tiuhe oun
\’7 L

5)t’r)1;:x(|$lt"} A

‘l';:'.'f)" L(l ‘”lf

Wars= some’ofi the lapgenitidme=consuming:

IPOCess: Anvolved the hanging off the packs, asiwe: call them,

nedhtenance: equipnent,” L beldeve; 1t s thesuspension

|

aguanmnent And thAt takes g long timasbagause vou nave to get 4t UL,

Zet At madeonstng alnplane,; and your tinctional’ checks s Which means

o)t flefe)! Ll heye R electinonic FAanRs ansune thatt alllof the '“,;‘f'f!l’ilsll‘}:

pleces and pantis arsfilnctloning the wav. theylrea supposed to.

r*der'tdgo into Eb_mbaf, you' re going

fuel tanks in o




4 S0 WBshav:
”S‘I:: wolld ace o)
‘M [gsiony butidt
detpdmental

PASHONSE TANE

NStapLi ey iy

e did the: samne

generation: tane

0} And

2 T0 ‘-_l‘t‘“.li. NE l“‘fl L') we ""(H'H(’ A IIH;""[}L! ..}‘rv(“.'”(;‘.,‘\)h:“‘

sone oft the stuff betng loaded [wouldinot help the

Wouddnitnunt Lt tothe point Whekadit was sighificantly

BUL atathessame wima; A sighltilcantiy: snortenad oup'

Shoudds some Unknown: sLtuations Vou Knows

NBRinATRdcay AndilohEan ago! et did tha'samea 5:‘”!.(1:{4}
thing withiBosnilay WHenss tased on our'knowledge ”'l
WES COURANPOSTURA 0L ainnlanas to shonrten those

8% as werecall themy as nuch as possible

We 'Ll talk about this inabits - Buk in, say, Septem

gisclssens




that you'lve descpibeds
her way: I descrdbeds “RRevIAousS o that, thera was
BNy achindrance. 41 we nad dene that because there was
Ao any tenefit fHon us " ok NSRS A detriment o our
RALNINES  andipuns Focus Was: yelparactualdyviintan inspection :iiil:'f_f
PolRdT the St ofesSeptenpen AndE At was: ar NATO.

R R : 5 'l;;n;;l!v'i' lon o meet Us Sy and: NATO!

pequinamentiss = And so’ thene was noel == nothing special done

1 the thought
in pl
And am: It

[ £hink m




Correct: Connect.

fHere wena: discussions

R an PR 0

Ands dnl fact, the only, == on Septemben 11th; our aincns

=~ we wane kind of in the admin phase of the inspection, and e

tralndng confilguration because we |

. i . )
3WIWe were go

o

n your inspection; in othen \

% ; KSﬁaéf;

A Yes, corpect.




Ay
'y

0. VOoU were, for ,v!,}"/':l‘? 3 h'fllg)“']‘ different reason: Y ‘/‘”]i“.\

to: that: training: configuration.

ir maintenance personnel wanted tic

sible because it shorte thelr WORK1LO: l'[» :“3;

e .Ii;["()l,.]fl:"', Rl the fldant Ling looked l,l,[(:’"

e had tWortankss arlot of themhadione tank.

Aadn becaluse vouhHave to i put the tWo tanks on

FOINE L0 BE ;1:,)»1_", InYorconbat, 0 0nany _‘{"‘/’-’H

ppienban Lt bafionatonsauring the. fnspection, &:'cl:!';
NOULA HavE kad == the Hllght iherwouldihava lopked

B Salas

None










WO "1]" “.' ¢ :‘l 'I ;‘i { ) ‘~ llv}]]:‘,;
ol | r |
"‘n]\] t;{ Nn.C come: ;,’«l" L OVEer 'Om .‘|,‘\I(“ i?.lt::t.

piimandiopenatl gommana.
yundenstandine actthat
adi WoUlarchon then

NAer tne

Vou sailgo

Chat Fighter Wing was invo. oU. Know. how
| 4- - - - =4 v 4

any, roughly, the aircraft oft the 31st Flighter

uld have been

involved

A

;;J"

LR

‘ And

‘then once it transitioned to fully NATO sort of
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v

led mission

down from combat operation.

collectEion?
Rt A5 accura
ol mentionaed

xf‘lugl_r)r'(i tHem oven

questions  You mentioned eanlien
ghten Wing Was on artralning: posture until 1

a 2 ) ] "'. L e ’ ’ 1 | 4 3 .
younr time thats nad beean the case consistently.

RN ik s

= ‘VH AR

,’6*‘6 t or

ahy R

A



navbe not pentinsnts i | WRS slgnacant

COMBALSE ap Al Ty S thiay WEne

i A'\“ \‘ y
e NATI(

AndtdouniecagInE T then; anthuprana downs: I OnS

BASEON SHULPHBATY A WAS

And e nencthey hava torrploac it

1 : [ A [
OS5 HRATGIREVA B

fagtavenes s Wit

you gluys
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[11:88 a.m.]

o@a\ o

Okay, and that was when you chopped over to NATO?

A .Correct 7 -
Q i "’:,"'So jUSt to be clear‘, and forgive me. if thlS pr‘ocedure your
timeframe, as beié;g wing commander, that s fine, but prlor to that

3
timefpame that &ge are talking about where elements of 315t Fighter W1ng
f 3

wer'e chopped over' '_o "'TO for the 1eaf1et mission, for example

I < to you~ (qotedge, IR

-s were the un1ts of the 31st F1ghter ﬂing on a. training postur-e

Eablieri

dur':lng those combat operations? were they on alert posture or- was
there some sor't of middle posture between training and alert that they
would have been on, to your knowledge? .

A ‘ To my knowledge, they were either combat or training duvr‘ing

the initial part- I believe that again, this is == I was. not

there.d ,

Q Under'stood . ) v

A But I th1nk they threw everythlng in the wing at them because
we didn't know ‘what was going to happen So_I thlnk we generated every-
airplane __w_ee.__c_ould;._genenate, _and_we wa nted:;_t_o__have_t he. ,entine__tortce .
And again, I don't know what the. tas‘king 'was..‘ They may have tasked.

I suspect they tasked them to gener‘ate' everything we got.
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ARI ‘ ' s a good tine to break. Take a break.

You had to travel up her-e. : we really appreuate

I m w1th the minority staff of the
nmer Reform Committee, and I m 301ned by my colleagues
here to my left that ar'e also -Fr'om the Over51ght Committee and the Armed _
Serv1ces Committee. 3 I w111 1et them introduce themselves to you':._'vrIl

think they already gi_f once, but I w111 do 1t for- the recor'd

oD3 - _ w1th the Over=51ght Committee‘

A;DQ __ ~ w1th the Ar‘med Serv1ces Committee.
EE 0oy :

oo -_ * w1th the Over51ght Committee

0P __ So during our hour, I w111 do. most of the

questloning, but I th1nk my colleagues will also jump in and also ask
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':/éllf some gue Lc)ﬂ,,ni

or may: seem redundant .
regard. iAgain, we a

General

0) On the night
whene you wepre and wha

A [he avens
with you, I can't recal
't:‘;;?‘éi[:u‘ i ¢
?aqv%éuﬁwm,r‘”Lﬂ'“';

previously t

logicalftha"'there was more act1v1ty in the region and we often keep



45

an eye down that way. But again, due to the distances involved and
our curreht tasking, WE were focused on the mission at hand.

Q Okay, thank you. And, sir, I'm going to ask you a very broad
questlon, and I want you to take as much time as you need to answer
it, General some have suggested that the U.S, should have been able

to scramble planes from someplace in Europe on elsewhere to respond

to.themattacks.thatxoccurred in Benghazi

Can yo' walk us'through why it would have been difficult to respond

to the unfolding attacks in Benghazi from Aviano?

A i Could you repeat the first part? I missed the general part.

9 Somefhave wondered why we. could not respond from Europe,
or specifically in this case, Aviano, and I want to give you an
opportunity to walk: us through why it was difficult, or what it would
take to actually respond from Avianor

A; 7 Okay,-insgenenal terms, and I will allude to some of my
previous discussiOn, In general terms, the generation of combat air
pomer takes a significant amount of time, and even if you are
pre-postured and do as -- even on alert, the challenge is one of time,
and it may be time in the tasks that you must do to prepare a fully
combat-ready force to send them into combat. And there is also the
time that is associated with distance, the tyranny of distance.

In my opinion, we have, unfortunately, created a perception that
air power can react immediately in every situation. And in reality,
that's based on some very great success of the Joint Force in 12 years

of combat in Afghanistan and Iraq, and before that, 10 years with the



e ey *

ha .‘is the -~ first of a11 you have to recall

ht recall as'an example, there is no base housing
iT?he only people that live on base are single airmen. So

everyone 1ives in the community So the ability to recall all of the

forces. takes a little b1t more time than you might have. -

So the time to bring in the force to execute, to even generate

that combat air power, assuming it's the right thing for the mission,

takes time. So several hours, perhaps, before the force is formed and



‘weapons.

t

P

- 'A.'in.‘,ﬂﬁ% ",:: i_. (=}

that you' may. be bullding.

'S aven

S|

gﬁ qll oﬁthe weapons are the proper‘ weapons

.-F

Ql’l fhé ground Ther‘e is di-Ffer'ent radlo

requ hgie#’-and' dif-Fepent cr'yptological keys that are used and those

a11 have to be coordinated and ensured that any other forces, either

47
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3 P! ll:f.g)‘;"’ then an houn, -:'”si
time; rathen; |

‘9}’{)“‘“, i‘«‘]”': . \

ve :'ﬁaq p':'l'-iﬁtsl -Fiy,bve::rifhéag and support them in

hey are our neighbors. There is an organization

e £

subpbﬁted us. They made— they made

really deserve a lot of credit for that.

- as with any governmental agency, there's some coordination

that i:"s"rlr"eduir'ed. So going from a cold start is a bit of a challenge
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ould need to go into getting

tendency is to look

“went into them.

Sémblihg the force, building the airplanes,

=

g'eiieratirig the 'a‘:‘t\i‘bll'aﬁes, the ground operations time, the transit time



the a: in“ﬂ' m 2S. even. 2k i'm?a}

Italian aill l & ; ..vmo i ':m

some stonries is]c‘Hl '([c)’(‘{"\}'
are interested.
i e ‘were. optimisti
thene was wWork that needed t
spents  Thetransit tiime; ;51316!‘%§E'1:}'t1 ?i:‘h-:rﬁizf:
are golng is ;:;c)»'l,,];f i;n-"):\_iJ-}"‘.,‘.;;_

-‘,”U.I be efifective at

\ ’v;fe) im\/ ;.(:‘(u)|m:!.'f{1.(1(:7if‘,

v should and
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should we be able tc
where we wepre able to ge
*rﬁhuuﬁnrﬁl,,dumjukdfhv‘hﬂﬁ
mhv%}anMnn¢ﬁﬁwzsiiﬂhnﬁuwpcwpﬁhﬂﬁQNﬂxn{f
0, are they -- do ! ven ‘iti)\(f: :iifl“

because this b#nmwuﬁﬁn.»"ﬁhﬂﬁﬁfﬁm
in. our mission t '?Hukfe%n'lﬁr3ua;" So) it
?J“fkﬁ “”’4‘utY&Hl;Hhu>$

In general, while
‘x&qqﬁrl
H'ti' As a

Ther

‘ﬁenftibns, and‘unfobtﬁﬁa%gly, I

ansfer from one to the other.
léi}iAqmiréi Mullen was part of the

vi.’"

.

Accountability Review Board that conducted post-Benghazi. And our



committee intggyigwgd him_gs part of the investigation into the attacks
anqgiﬁlthé'coubsé?bf“6UFvin£eryiew -- and I'm going to make this
Exhibit 1.

[Zobrist Exhibit No. 1

was marked for identification.]

o

‘told us. This quote is in there. [N

T N e

his statement, but I agree.

Ko

A

Q Es
A Iagl"eewith Admiral Mullen.
Q PR VI T L :

L e oA

Q Okay. And I want to introduce a second exhibit for the



| ”
reconrd.
[Zobrist Exhibit No. 2

was marked for identification.]

‘lﬁﬂaﬁtin DEmpsey.. Géneral

AT ' Ybs, i, agree.

QlVI Qkay,.andiwe made reference to the issue of aircraft being
on strip aleht. Fow the record, again, can you walk us through what
it means to be on strip alert, and then also talk about why those jets
were not on strip aiert, and how common it was to either have them on
strip alert or not have them on strip alert?

A I can only answer the why partly because, again, I'm at the
tactical level. I'm a wing commander, but I do know that there was

no tasking that required us to go to a heightened level of alert. And



you wil

by probably,

a player here.

e

1 what you would see in a European or Africa

séﬁ.maybé.g 1-hour alert or a 3-hour alert, or

£

2 6-houn alert; somewhere along those lines. |



I came in and we wer'e airborne with:m that 33 hour- period

L P W
oy & 8!

That s what most people would call, those are the -- that's the
var‘iety of str-1p aler'ts that you will see, and again, all of that
1nvolves, first of al_l, 'gettlng to the point where backing up a second,
doing all of thé prbcess to generate the aircraft, load the weapons,
ensure yoh ha'v,e got the battlefield intelligence, and the ROE, the Rules
of Engagement, the special instructions, so that when the pilot throws
the switch to start the engine, they know exactly what they are doing

when they are going to take off.
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Th?ﬁ’?iﬁl%'@?hggggﬁore you can assume any kind of alert posture.

. 1

Andthenlnzsays. "Second, Senator, importantly,

it was the wrong tool for the job."
And I want to ask you what he means by saying that "it was the
wrong tool for the job."

A Well;*I don't want to put words in the chairman's mouth,
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. for the job of

there be inherent lim:

. There would be

to them, and an F-16, despite a

but fighter aviation:has so

3 Benghazi scenario. Givenwhat I ki
|

have even gotten there: in tim

generated enough intelli,

ronment, there is very little that you

affect the situation in a positive way.

s I mentioned before, we can respond very

aft are Feédy on station. They are



aase: the ordinance

ce, we ha\.lé;'fhadvsi‘t'ua‘tiqr.{s where people

{ eI Bt SR >
‘the radio, but the pilot has got to be
his way down the rules of engagement and he

v ’ﬁg’hélp-that_-'soldier, sailor, Marine, airman,
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pop-uprevent.
chairman®s mouth: but from an
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would have limited e

tail, what

th penef*aétor‘of thousands of pounds of gas that they enable me to
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are most commonly used are the ‘u:jn 13
and they have staged in vardous 10

Aviano, P 'sa, Moron; 'HHIEILL,':""
three toups at Avidano; .»‘m;,l{.)’t;i;:;y»’\j“)ql;;
that happens only. afite
which can take days to make. | I‘M'J:L.

Can.you F';)‘i.«‘f\’ up: 5'“,‘-1"15'!‘:'{)"\;\"
i'?-,lgl'-l:ril—’|;},/-»’ Depends on your 0

L L c X
the si

e same, probiem where t

the :sT'-Tﬁ'rl,r.»”{-'l'n:t4'-5:-; ,

Han fi:i::-‘;sf:’;i'vx'“hl::lulil pla

qp a-ﬁpuple of refuelings there.
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refueling can take 15 to 20 minutes until every one is cycled through

the air refueling probe.

ally important to be able to get home, too.
] ) J R e Vo i - 7 .’,. X .

back end of any mission, or maybe even during

gnificant ;ﬁodnt of‘téhkers and a significant

As an example, for missions over -- for missions over Libya, and
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7,--'." fr'om the U K‘ The spécific numbers and configuration and
readiness of them I do not know.

Q Okay I th;i.pk that's all I have got on my end. Do you guys
have anythin’g‘ else that you want to ask in this round?

All right, we can go off the record. Thank you, sir.
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[Dlscu551on off of the record_J

we W111 go back on che record

idone 1n == I have been out of the,cockplt’for a- 1tt1e whlle ee-butv

;96 days, for 1nstance, 1n order:for 'ou‘to go a1r refuel w1thout .an

;1n5tructor pllot watchlng you make sure you do 1t r1ght

So the alrplanes were alrborne to meet those tralnlng

.urequ1rements,—that"we had to meet 1n order to ma1nta1n comEEEW

m1551on ready status for our pllots
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nissions, yoL

A.  Yes; that is true,

D! 50 what's the diff

aircraft and a training - on tre M*;Hm

have needed' to be <qu,ilnr14‘ﬁn ﬂns\’
world wartime tasking?
Dkay:  And it varies, of c

tasking 18, BUt: each of the! di:
suspension equipment pieces that ‘/« U ne
Me are comnmoen,. ms / are commor

triple ejector rack; also Known as @

‘e
DS |

two 580=pound bombs,

get dnto the :|l‘);if.l‘ the Jc
3 L

weapons, they can't be moun

50 they flt“/:f"tﬂé!:}e[ a thing

t there are different configurations that

,”hehcei
I m asking what the difference in
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‘main

v

! A eAéxampiés; JE;éh one of those has
an amquntzgf?t;@éﬁgﬁéﬁ;ifftékes'tq IOad‘it up and do a functional check
in>additioﬁ;tq the.thansit time to bring it out. So those are some
of:the;thiﬁgsvfhgtwétgd;fferent”from the training to the combat.

Q So jusf teasing that out just a little bit more, you



;,';il)l}f"-i.f‘;'li‘ili::i‘.‘)ﬁl, and the diffe
'.ﬁ;';:ggu)r‘., andwhy that '.":o“n,{?hell-u'm. te
ti{;)'ill,‘/ ha di ;':\r‘:m{if' cont:

A Okay. I will. And f
| we fly with training ‘.‘Ii]-'];r'llo_'l"t"l'-riz,_r‘?ifrl 

¥

of the! lack of training ranges, the 1:

on a day=to=day:basis, you would not

weapons uploaded on the F=16s & _"'.\V/'xi";::mv).r_,.'

The difiference between the

weapons, and the 1live weapo
‘.Tfr}=]5-1=is-i;. of course, but t
a 500-pound demarcate

eithen concrete on ii_iill" an

0
e S 2
e

term when y

XiH T : 3 Y

,b‘;gwig IwQ_u_ld like. to.clarify is, you used the

914 were talking about the preparation for the inspection,
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lines. So fighting

tasking to fly. ..l'n"l]:r):!(‘!:‘).i‘:‘ lon Di '

E- - - L L -
{7{‘,\/.} Us the

.‘\H’l i:;‘-" i(ﬂiifh' st '|||.”I‘:"l.}:‘r,ii‘v‘
S0/ you go home and: have 1”" 7 Z¢
a. combat mission.

Q! And |

) were to.dep]




) equlpment, S0 the,both r-acks, the—fue-}—tanks—the—erle_tr

countermeasur-e pods,

at Aviano,

1n the flgh "'»,.1n place scenar'lo that I gave you,
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all of those thlngs are gomg to be the same ‘jBut’

we' would-,

That 1s the best of my recollectlon,

but I can t recall spec1f1cally what our level was at

P . 0y Thark you.

Aﬂ\! BY —
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o inte.

of that information and: d:

our headquarters,;as per normal.
Jarnd A -k 855 PR e R
Narnit or threat, indicators

certainly, or |

in connect:

‘r‘ecall speciﬁcally what those were. However,
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two possibilities?
At the Ame
|a coverage and the te ) \;,'/.;‘.;. frt?‘:l’;'ll?l:’
S0 1N his f:i‘)ll‘}‘h“; -"f‘“':‘."‘/é':'.‘F;‘.I:“'
consulting you about that, ‘r'l-'.ff-“"";i:;‘-‘"w)..‘.F;m.‘\[:\?‘
limitations: ofi thats

NO,-and o be honest with you, that co

v L L L L (e - » oy B ¥ . L
come: throu the . combined Air Dp’. centcenr and my n

any given day, we: are thinking about Jih’kr}:{ri"'.‘-‘lf'

':'[':) 1At V7 o) v[c; i“'(l,':.(', DR ‘]’]:" an .;‘]:'ijr‘;31{)‘),&)}\, we. .c
but there was no indication one g“}"

certainly didn't

Q  Sure.
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Q 50 then I we

te !‘:‘t ‘( ny. So.on ;:;l:; ‘».;A“/:?l'l",1l-"!.3.}‘j“)
teturned to quantenrs ,‘ T amw«.\‘/dé;-.
something on TV that 'i"“'A“‘1:'*‘-:1"'"ifﬂ:‘,h-.yKv,},
activities in Egypt of concern. .
peported. tio duty the ”:ﬁéi:"w;lt)i‘.f)h' X
3““*ﬂ4u“ﬂrnwnnﬂvn4,u44n;453§

a call that I got firom ‘fl‘(‘{m;\ Rl{m
that x ':75‘1"/‘5“’5‘1’”f"'?l"ﬂ"[ch‘l;}ll ,,M,['Y{ :

to a combat “)v‘)"i';}l}.{:{'-"‘):‘.}

we've got t
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For what were you be

1£1£¢'u\? Wi Hh»t‘J:""Q’QV'
your forces, what was
And to the.
information at == unwtfﬁnﬁ
discussionat a higher level,

|

What my commander briefed m ~~v1.‘urrrhr*tgwt~n.)‘u

nd I had actually seen some

some of the things

Benghazi situation. said that we -- I ]h:}”v_:_y to ps:

I don'*t remembenr spec. |-';‘!';‘77|’|-”!L‘_,/.,n

Sure

sed you! ti

pilots. Get them home in crew rest. E
3 ._‘.- = —~ Y ""l - b ‘Jzi e "-"?'j‘v
TOo nNave crew rest or 12 nours verore tn
for duty. But glven the
pbe 'at least 2 I

be 3

'aiﬁ—Béhér, you re going to haye to get
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Ly TR T b T )
petting the intel t:%i;:g:n\;-::\. )
that was iiix:w:;n:c:} in this
:‘v;il”" Information stanted ‘i’-ii(c‘)',;-'i‘ziiu:'{%il
what the situation was in the :i'.‘»}::{im'i“

0) Andi again; who "‘]',*;' |
planes and; pilots on alert?

A [t was a .vocal (_»wfi[:m:-,f‘ir¢J;'irfe.i;lfv1

immediate supenvisonr, who is the

Alp Force commander Elk\ihi,gii}lv)‘l{k?[

European Command .!|ﬂr'l:‘}f',_i‘UIf5:":”_‘

M‘a. BY. | a

0] Just to clarif

e machinery going to kind

that has been discussed ed

e caveats would apply. The difference

night would have -- you know, we had

So the machine got up'td speed much quicker.
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0pen source,
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I had heard about it earlier in the



command’ channelsy he
the wing commander that: ar
|n doubt, You call thewii

contact with hi

you' know; .

SN v A B

W N L R
S - v = .

é"hhé‘d"‘t;b cover all the

they are naturally m

) ‘gs:k's;, ‘which is mission traffic, phone calls,

lls, Os.ég‘i('-fir_\q of things.

Q " That's helpful.
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So, to your knowledge, did whoever was on duty that night standing
watch there at the Base, were they notified by anyone at higher
headqﬁarters ahgyt: what had happened in Benghazi?

A 1 ﬁouid e'xp}:d that they' had not been, because they're
command post contr'ollers, not intelligence officers, ahd -~ nor a
traditional watch like you might find at a COCOM or a JOC, joint op
center somewh_efr.'g a2

Q fhé't“'s*-helpful

A_‘ -- where there S| an off;cer‘ over-see:mg ‘everything. These

ar-e master sergeants and tech sergeants that are monltoring the command

and control raffﬂc. 'For the most par't and taking -- so they are not
monitoping a11 the :mtelligence tr‘afhc that would come in.

Q That{,;{,s a helpful distinction.
| So I tallc_ei"iij;,s théﬁ -- correct me if I'm wrong -- I take it that
the only._insi:'au!ce in which somebody like that, the overnight hours at
Aviano, would hav_é been notified of what had been going on in Benghazi
would be if there had been an intention by higher headquarters to
utilize your assets in response to that. 1Is that fair?

A There are multiple situations where they may want to contact
the wing commander. That would certainly be one of them. And I would
expect probably a call from the command post to -- with a tie-in from

the higher headquarters command post, and then I'd be talking to the

three-star directly and he would pass his orders. [
I <. - "2 fairly

good command and control, secure command and control, in addition to
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¥

inspector in ¢

A That's the not exactly part. 9:05 I got the call, and it
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So;-:-I‘--ﬂthink that my understanding was that that was, because it

was a regional focus at this point, and in hindsight now I realize the

-t
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-+ |-

“that sort of |

t then we started
] gence folks with

e more focused on it. But

ngivfe y'.civii'ian ‘,;qr-;,a;ﬁce'. When you say "higher

L

ieadguarter, " T mean, 1'm a

suﬁingthat at least means 3rd Air Force.
But}:hendqesit 'gp»gpto"j-'; I,T.g‘nfééﬁ’,"‘ are we talking about the Pentagon?

A Yes, sir., That's a very good question. When I say "higher
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headquarters“ 1n that context, I'm mainly talking about the one to two

steps up. But I do acknowledge that it goes all the way up, all the

way up the chain.‘,_

W“‘ RE TR T S
‘Period of time?

c:qn t.,,rfemember' exactly “And I would like to say that we

"1"‘
et tes

went up and down a little bit. _ But a couple of things about that B

- So that s again why you have to -- there may be a little bit
of a delay.

Sir, I'm sorry. Could you rephrase the question?

Q I just asked how long then you were on that status.

A Thank you.  That status, nfjj S 1 want to say, is how
long we stayed on some version of, like, || I is essentially
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whatv,we,we:,r'eij on. Meaning the pilots had to be there, the maintenance
guys had to. be there. No one's in the. cockpit The jets are fully

" v"dv armed

We sequester-ed them off_ in one part of the base,

So we went into

TSI I RN L TIPS b ERe )
EARVIS :'u,!;,xs-h_',"-‘:.)\ i 1-1.‘r‘L .

You can do that for a whlle, but eventually it w1ll take its toll. And

we'r'e not re_sour‘ced, of course, for long-term alert commitments.
And so at‘tha_t point we communicated to 3rd Air Force and let them
know whati our concerns were, and based on the intelligence in the region
we modified our readiness. And during this time, as I mentioned
before, we were preparing for the long-term.
So immediately we started doing reviews of our procedures and
adjusting things to maximize effectiveness and minimize the time. And

during that time, we were able to load up all the -- on all the other



withr'rgcklg;.i

A‘.

Q .

f;fted on the plane s

‘ 'Yes, sip.
- and so forth.

But if I may clarify, not across the fleet.

There were some
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cases where maybe in one squadron we would take six airplanes and
download them so that they couid-do a specific training for that -- that
was =-- it's all risk nanagement.

Q  Sure.

A : And' so we have the rest of the fleet get to go to manage
a -Fairly small tasking So if ther'e were no indications of any -- us
getting called back on alent, then we would take some of those risk
‘Factors into consideration. But for the most part, we had aircraft
configured and sitting thene, or the weapons were alneady loaded
and --A on, excuse me, and the: weapons were alr-eady built and stored
out ther-e._ And the ainplanes, the nequired airplanes were all in the
propen configuration.- So,we could just put them in the hangar and start

loading to maxi‘mize the time.

We did a couple practices to prove that we could do it, not for

""','_’but for us. _ 5 '

higher headquarten'

1And he did that'at least once, if not twice.

And also somewhere in there, I can't recall exactly, but I want
to say that the indications of events in the region suggested that they
wanted us back on status. |
B sut to be honest with you, I can't remember where that
was. There was a little bit of ebb and flow in there.

Q So again, that gets to my earlier point, that at some
subsequent time, then, either your level of command or higher command,

there was this contemplation that the tool box ought to include F-16s.
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[2:19 p.m.]
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¥

HJULVQH-HﬂnPlﬂﬂiﬂdwﬂ'dﬂﬂﬂ
DN the reconrds i"‘l"l‘::jtJva'r\“., General, d
guestion about the F-16. “ﬁuﬁhJ(wtnukuHrLuYhﬁn\ih}an
hynmhhwﬁinwtawnnwwu_ynuvm%jhkihnvn;hﬂﬁutﬁfuif'hﬁ
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explosion.
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¥
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