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A — in terms of, like, space?
Q Yes.

A No.

Q Okay*

A ‘*ffmnsg you, sone of the killed [N s w11,

S0 there was -- ':
in whigh you meh‘bioned that pepimeten security for both the

mentioned == there was a question during the last round

Tnipoli o Embassy‘ Tripoli and the -

- ‘were provided by the
same entity. I wonder if you have any insight as: to whether there was
something similar- in Benghazi whether' there was a sharing of local
indigenous forces ther-e

A If that s what I said, then I need to make a correction. They
were -- the odt'si‘gie security was provided by similar-type elements, not
the same organizatien or the same company, to the best of my knowledge.
So as I can -- to the best -- and I am not the RSO, so you would have
to kind of go back. Outside of the compound, either compound, you
had -- (. vou had it seemed like a local militia
with a physical presence. Sometimes you would have that at the embassy
in Tripoli. But then you would also have the local guard force
contractor to work the gates, and then you would have U.S. personnel.
So it was almost three layers, if you will, if that clarifies things.
But that's not to say that those outside, you know, the || SN EE
were the same as the ones outside the embassy in Tripoli.

Back to your point, I don't know if the elements in front of the
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a militia.
Q Bight.

o2 vy —

Q I wonder if maybe we can move on a little bit. After the

attacks happened, can I just ask how long did you remain in country?

A Yeah.;»I-stayed until June this last year, 2013.

) Qkay,i;Ahd maybe we can focus on the days and:the weeks
immediately after fhe attack. Can you just describe for us from your
vantage point sitting on the country team operations at the embassy at
that time?

A Yeah. I would characterize it as the embassy was reeling
for a long time as a result. So we had downsized considerably. So you
have a significant portion of the embassy personnel are pretty much in
limbo in Europe. So everyone's trying to figure out what's going to
happen to them.

In the meanwhile, you have an essential manning crew in Tripoli.
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And then you go through a series of different acting~chiefs of mission.
So we had Gr'eg H:l.kas was 4dn the position for a while, I think until early
to mid OCtober time Frame»' And then you' had Ambassadon Pope, who came

mime<fvame until end of December. And tﬁeh'ﬁbU'had Bill

in from tha

Okay Shhe. I may get this a little bit wrong, but
traditionally when you;talk about the counﬁry team, you talk about the
chieﬁ.of mission, the deputy chief of mission; and then the heads of

section.
Q  Okay.
A -, Sd.political officer, sometimes there is a separate econ

officer, your RSO, your Defense attache.

Q So would that be considered the senior leadership then at
post?

A I think that's a fair, yeah, characterization.

Q In the days and weeks after the attack, how many of the country
team rotated out of -- or were pulled out of Tripoli?

A I would have to go and check the numbers to see who was
actually on the drawdown list, but in the core personnel, I think our
public affairs officer left for a while, I believe.

Q that's M. [N

A No. Mr. BB stayed throughout, and he was a political



ﬁar;cterize them as a»Challéﬁéili f%i?d; yes.
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hat you were all working through during that period?
Obviouﬁly;lﬁﬁéhg;;asntﬁe trauma associated with iﬁé.ist o the
personnél; ééghweré'fﬁere any other challenges you were facing just
in opéhétiﬁggibg embassy?

A Of course. It'sa combination of all things. So there was
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Q  Tha

Maybe contlnue to move on now. You mentioned that you remained
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at the post until June of 2013. During that period do you recall any
improvements thatﬁwérie“madé to security at post?

A YRS So you :ln:ltially had -- soon after the attacks in
Benghazi‘ y“ou had a ﬁew assessments. I believe the Diplomatic Security

And then shontly after the attacks, we just

And‘? tlf\en there was an increase in hiring of guards and training
of guards. So the RSO had an increased security guard force, and then,
of course, the arrival of the FAST platoon and the subsequent extensions
of that mission. It went from FAST elements to Marine, more standard
Marines, Active, and then a Reserve force that came in. And their
presence significantly increased the security posture of the embassy.

Q At the time that you left, were there any steps that you

thought could have been undertaken to improve security at post?



A When I left, either everything to enhance it short of finding
a new lo‘cation altogether had either already been enacted or was
completed, frankly

ol

round. F the record.

fSo thank you very much. I think that concludes our

bagk) en the record.
i‘ii'w”lth-'me, please, beca‘u‘ise the Ar'med‘ Services
""'fthe table, we are particular‘ly interested in the
discussions al ut}the military assets that were potentially available
that even;_ng and the days following, and the under-standing at post of
what those for‘ces were and the timelines and SO forth

So I think you said that shortly after: word came 1nto the TOC that
Benghazi was under' attack you and - - estab11shed E
communication, and your warrant officer establlshed a separate
communication _ in your warrant officer's case, and you and
I B ith AFRICOM?

A Yes.

Q And separately I think we have established that _
- had his own communication. And I think you also said you didn't

have a lot of fidelity into the specifics of his communication; is that

correct?
A Correct.
Q So let me talk now just about the conversations that you and

B B crc having. And I need, if I can help -- if you can help
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me undepstand this, distinguish between the conversations you actually
had and the conversations that you understand I had. but that

he relvajiéd ; td‘fyoui

A .Okay.j
' y yau said, if I under'stand correctly, shortly after- the

'd, you understood that you had a one KIA, I think you said,

ppeared to be a need for: medevac And you

did you communicate that need on the 'AFRICOM end to

AFRI"CQ’M?
A I don't r'emember‘ exactly whether I communlcated that
directly.'; I believe ‘that we transmitted that, through - -
because this would have happened after the in1tia1 attack when we're
getting feedback from those in Benghazi of what the situatlon is. So
in my. m1nd s eye this is probably 10:45-ish or'so, at which p01nt I had
alr'eady. had‘ Greg -Focused, as is my primary conduit or the'primary conduit

with AFRICOM. So that would be my --

Q  Fine. That's helpful. Thank you.

And I think, and correct me if I'm wrong about this, you also said
that the discussions about the possibility of dispatching a FAST team
originated with Mr. Hicks and his conversations with State Department,
Main State?

A Yeah. That's my recollection. And it happened later. So
probably 1 or 2 o'clock in the morning-ish would be my memory.

Q And regardless when it happened, it is not a conversation

that you initiated or was not brought to your attention by AFRICOM. 1In
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hing a FAST

! v 0 ~
HEeR TOrces

Fa et
e of communication

conversations through your

overflying Derna?

er ISR assets other than what wé;
A No. I don't remember a conversation about additional ISR
assets.

Q Did you ever have any conversations or, to your knowledge,



e Do & B

B B ccr have any conversations about the availability of
AC-130s?

A I do not -- I know I didn't have any conversatlons about

now 1et me tur‘n to another- category, and that is fighter'

1..,

mover-s. Did you' have any or, tooyour knowledge, _

S

'tr*ansp'ired.' AAs I talked about periodlcally touching-'base-wlth'the DCM,
Gr‘eg’vﬂ_:_‘l:;:‘ks, about what we were doing, we had:a br‘*i‘ef conversation about
the ag"/“'éilet‘)ilit'y}of fafst movers, and he asked mejv is there anything
availeﬁle;?  And it was about in general terms such as that. At which
point I talked to -- said, let's reach back. The question
has been asked. We are going to relay that question back directly. And
at which point _- was having a conversation with AFRICOM about
the availability of fast movers.

Eventually the answer came back, to the best of my recollection,
that there is nothing available that can get there in any timely manner.
And it may have been tied to fueling abilities of tankers, but the details
of which I don't remember. I just recollect the question was asked from
Hicks to me, - and I relayed that to AFRICOM, and then they studied

the problem.



Qi And you specifically, I think you said, remembered _

[ r-epor'ting that tanking might be a problem.

A Yes.
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But,;

military officer, or was-

That

challenges of ge

_And you rel

i

- try to portray -- there a lot going on.

Ar;ie'_,thgtig arjy other categories of response forces or topics that

were broached by you or _- that I have left off here? I mean,
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ne quick q
to the fli

ed! this

:." 983 . :; 3
ormation

£

‘transmitted

R e,
'

"v'.I.:db ‘t. But I would also come back to the fact that we had
a gneén?lﬁij.;ght from the Government of Libya to bf';lng it in. It was just

a qué‘sf:’i'dh of when we were going to know the specific information that
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goes into a standard flight clearance request. So it had to have been,

: me midmorning to noon on the 12th. It could have

Ahe t:our‘se o*F tzhe morning' fead‘lﬁ"é' 'Up' to

;_;-recounted that he talked by cell phone
;-shortiy after- the attacks became known. Do you have
any recollectlon oF that? i In other words, do you remember--
reporting what he had hear'd from that conversation w1th— _

h ‘

Q I beg your pardon, | NEEGN

A No, but it doesn't surprise me --
Q Sure.
A -- because as we discussed it. But I don't remember, you

know, for instance, | S N I coring to me and say, hey,
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-Facil:lty 'to tﬁé Annex in Benghazi did you ldaﬁmthatu meyemgpti '
A Yes.

Q And you learned about it from your direct conversations with
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was neven. ;?n.:"ru;;;»‘,,:" hose terms.. I; o he S/ respor

.

ltlj.!' WE

ctly 1n those ter'lgs? Novj ""“

=
'A"nr

establlsh that at some p01nt AFRICOM knew that the folks that were at
the tempor‘ar‘y mission fac111ty had now been consolldated to the Benghazi

Annex 7
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s B ‘unl 4o}’ :.‘_-__— l ) l fl ste lul’u\“ :"-

i , ‘:'.fif;l".rl', the: dnt prmation t ;‘nrl ry My recollection would!
‘ A " |;' .' " . 3

s g d b S > g .

likely say; hey, ]m.|:';:s.-~sr.u-=:_1s/ml{;,‘g'm-‘;hjsm.ﬁni: Upto AFRICOM. = Hey,,

o
?J*'ﬁfii'r!‘l:liif‘~il'xf} the status sc
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you' knc DW,,

to an ema:Ll that the committee r‘ecelved from the Chalrman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff Offlce of Legislative Affairs to ‘the commttee.staff :



1-;«

ander AERICOM

not. everyone, b ssuming

about the Annex, I was wondering
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v Y
iovea T

0 this facility called Anne:

or beggeéd the question what is this

_x\(_i'._[,?l;.';t:,i,‘ jon.

A

No.

B E e ¥ EFCT 1 An-3: ¥
think what T .would dois Iy

jou.

Dropapily montns. S

Y
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earlier than' that, the .

actual main embas

| A

then you had the chief of mission -- af
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ihi's f;.‘:‘ 11
[ peceivaed no
Okay.
VIW; '

Q = I -just want to fi

‘raveledito Benghazd in Appil., T 4 nemember, did you 5@y you
subsequent to that, or that the only t

t was ”““;"}_”

A The short answer is no, I didn't go and debrief AFRICOM on




IR ATLAY s s Ay
‘reporting structure
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Right,

&

Q ':;Fbilbw'in'g the attacks, sort of within the country team or
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: ’-‘hl'!f-l‘ "?ﬁl:fi‘

enm to be a 1nuh‘Jnrmn rwmuu,un»u>qv san
' 'iiilul‘m)r};lr}}/ mission facilit “/3
and thene was:e 'Hﬁrhupknﬁf#Whﬂdkhﬁ:jhﬂvhnkﬁm ‘There wasn't :rlaicxg

Ei‘ii"?']fitfllll‘\,/, time'spent am,rfl‘,‘lr‘.fl.il,-_i}r'.}f,;-»o}“'Zi,{ think probably multiple i‘,‘“:):p.-ic]“‘i?"

But one of the main dt

N

< AR

m? ind of a loh

folksff'at §§Pt:bffN§Fe there on the ground that were still in country

or that you had'spoken with were sort of confused by what was coming



150

Yeah, No, "lih:n_..

just tnydng

‘)'r%-:fiii‘/,‘.li”i::n‘ that we'had a 'ei‘r’”“l- T ‘H ‘H” PEmE mv.'.

POD! to kind of fidglne out; again, where w,v!:w,’t::w:\_‘:1:;4, x’.‘l'rl:m:_':-',‘:iz"g'."fa'k"

ot busy teally  quicklys ' I busy befonre; gOt bus:

¥
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Right, EE:
Thank you,

I was not., Those w

a-?"heﬁ-@iq ve finally get

=3
"
¥
A

Okay So fir‘st we got them

ight clear!ances, And then the challenge became,

okay, how'do we"assist them to -- not only in interviews in and around
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irectonr

he'could provide
important to the United S
to the compound.
anihe had ide
| &4 - v
T Mmore .

. that

A Tt difficult to pinpoint one cause. 1 think a fair amount
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i ch" the time it

finst hour, which was sort of the ey tion of the 's ?xc"lr““/

'ked about how Amb
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were: puts inimotion fonr that possibility on the DOD side.

A Potential t_y,;

o} Wellly ‘a FAST team ul

s S 1
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Nk you sz
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- forth,
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ofi'data, getting them to process whe n :qaghuﬂquQAwbyghtﬁ&nh
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Nen submitting back

A Uh=huh,

0l [Sitihat fll)f‘rlil‘if;';:x’ ‘.slm-o‘ii'sr_:wx‘v:rcnvri%-;.r, -w,;r;[:;,':\ AOLNE some
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One dithall question: firom HASC: = We
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