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SUPPORT INCREASED READINESS FUNDING
FOR MILITARY FORCES
VOTE YES ON H.R. 4205
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Over the past six years, the House Armed Services Committee has held numerous
hearings on the status of U.S. military readiness. Most have resulted in providing the same
message - our military forces have been stretched to the breaking point by a combination of
force downsizing, underfunding, and constant un-programmed deployments to perform
peacekeeping and humanitarian missions. The evidence and testimony from the military
services confirm that readiness problems continue to persist; and once again, this year’s budget
submission is woefully inadequate.

Maintaining readiness continues to be a significant challenge for the military as they
recover from operations in Kososvo, sustain its other forward-deployed forces, and support
other global missions. As a result of this constant stress on our military forces and aging
equipment, aircraft mission capability rates continue to decline, there are numerous reports in
all services of spare parts shortages, and enlistment and retention problems have exacerbated
personnel shortages to the point of becoming critical. The current readiness status of our
military demands our immediate best effort to provide adequate funding to improve readiness
and the quality of life for the men and women of our military forces.

H.R. 4205, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001, provides an
additional $1.4 billion for critical readiness requirements that have been identified in the
unfunded priority lists provided to Congress by the military service chiefs. This additional
funding includes training center improvements, depot maintenance for combat equipment,
spare parts, ship depot maintenance, war readiness materials, and maintenance and repair of
facilities. This additional funding is critical for the sustainment of readiness in our military

forces.

Vote YES on H.R. 4205 and vote to support the critical readiness needs of our military

forces.
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