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Dear Colleague:

More than four years ago, then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General

. John Shalikashvili, first advised the Secretary of Defense that to recapitalize the U.S.
Armed Forces after a decade of ever-decreasing defense procurement budgets, $60 billion
would be required annually by fiscal year 1998. Over four years after this
pronouncement and three years after its subsequent endorsement by the 1997
Quadrennial Defense Review, the Fiscal Year 2001 budget request finally reaches this
level, although it is $1.5 billion below what was forecast at the time the Fiscal Year 2000
budget was submitted to the Congress only one year ago. '

Consequently, it is not surprising that the Service Chiefs continue ic acknowledge
the fact that many of their modernization needs are going unmet. To address some of
these requirements, Congress has added nearly $18 billion to the President’s procurement
budgets over the past five years. Despite these efforts and recent calls for increased
procurement spending by former Secretary of Defense Bill Perry and former Deputy
Secretary of Defense John Hamre, however, the shortfalls have grown over $6 billion just
since last year. The Department’s aging equipment situation is getting worse, and its
‘inventory of the platforms and key precision weapons required for two major theater wars
remains far short of what is required.

Against this backdrop, H.R. 4205 adds funds to modernize the Department’s
weaponry for the sixth consecutive year. Specifically, $2.6 billion has been added; and,
by prioritizing programs within the budget request, the bill satisfies over $1.8 billion of
the unfunded requirements identified by the Service Chiefs and Defense Agencies. We
strongly urge you to vote “YES” on H.R. 4205—a vote to increase defense procurement.

Sincerely,

can Hunter
Chairman _ ¢! Ranking Democrat
Military Procurement Subcommittee Military Procurement Subcommittee




