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s o i KEEP OUR MILITARY HEALTH CARE PROMISES
FIX THE DEFENSE HEALTH PROGRAM

ANDREW K. ELLIS, STAFF DIRECTOR

SUPPORT H.R. 4205, THE DOD AUTHORIZATION BILL

Dear Colleague:

Continuing military health care problems are hindering the ability of the armed forces to recruit
and retain the highest quality people. That is why the Joint Chiefs made fixing military health care
problems a top priority. What's more, barriers to access prevent over 800,000.military retirees from
obtaining & prescription drug benefit that thiey have earned and for which they are eligible by law, but
cannot easily obtain. Active duty families also are constantly challenged and frustrated by the hurdles
they face in trying to access care in the TRICARE system, We also must.insist that the Department of
Defense stop squandering limitéd defense health resources on inefficient, outdated administration and .
redirect that spending to purchasmg health care services and reducing out-of-pocket. expenses for
military familiés,

TheNational Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 includes a wxde range of initiatives.
to remedy many of the ills of the military health care system. These initiatives would: :

Restore nationwide access to a triple-option pharmacy program for retirees over age 65.
Extend tests of Medicare related TRICARE programs.

. * Establish a roadmap for starting a permanent health care program for retirees over age 65 in
2004.

* Reduce out-of-pocket costs for active duty families and extend health care coverage to

family members living in areas away from military bases.
Slash retirees’ maximum annual expenses by 60% from $7500 to $3000.
Reform claims processing, thereby saving an estimated $500 million over five years.
Reimburse beneficiaries for some travel expenses for medical referrals.

These initiatives represent an effort by the House Armed Services Committee to improve the
military health care system for military people, active and retired, and their families, and is a substantial
beginning to removing the barriers to access for our retirees and their families. I urge you to vote

"YES" on H.R. 4205.
% Sics
" Steve Buyer

Chairman
Military Personnel Subcommittee




