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HEARING ON CHEMICAL-BioLoacicaL DerFeNnsE FOR U.S. FORCES

Historically, ensuring that U.S. armed forces are prepared to fight on a battlefield that may be

' contaminated by chemical or biologica agentshasbeen adifficult and nagging problemfor themilitary services.

Whenthethresat of use of chemical or biologica weaponsby an adversary isimminent, asit wasduring the
Gulf War, additional emphasisisplaced ontraining and readinessto ensurethat thetroopsare prepared. In
intervening times, when thethresat isnot imminent, theemphasison chemica and biologica defenseisreduced
and the preparedness of theforce suffers.

| trust that we learned alesson in the six monthsthat preceded the air and ground operations of
Operation Desert Storm. And that thelesson stuck! Thenumber of nationswith chemical and biological
weapons capabilitiesisincreasing, asisthe sophistication of chemical and biological warfare capabilities
among the nations of theworld that would seek such capabilities. Thebriefing that wereceived fromthe
Intelligence Community thismorning and the extent of the biological weapons program of the Former Soviet
Union and potentia for proliferation of chemical and biol ogical wegponstechnol ogy, whichweexpect to be

b discussed by Dr. Alibek in histestimony, are sobering. They emphasizethe need for our armed forcesand
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thoseof our dliesto consider very serioudy the potential threat posed by these weapons of massdestruction,
theneed for preparedness onthe part of our soldiers, sailors, armen, and marinesin thefield, and the need
for astrong, robust chemical and biologica defenseresearch, development, and acquisition program.

Asthiscommittee hasreviewed the chemical and biological defense program and the domestic
emergency preparedness program, we have observed and supported the measurestaken by the Department
of Defensetoimprovetheeffectivenessof these programs. Our witnessestoday will testify to theresults of
those effortswith respect to the preparedness of our forcesinthefield, the new equipment that isemerging
fromtheresearch, devel opment, and acquisition program, and newer technologiesthat will befiddedinthe
future.

L ast year, intestimony beforethe Senate Veterans' Affairscommittee, the GAO concluded that it
believed that the DOD wasmoving intheright directioninincreasingitsemphasisonimproving itschemical
and biological defense capabilities. The GAO witness said that increased emphasis by the Combatant
Commanders-in-Chief, aDOD-wide spending increase | eading to increased numbers of fielded chemical
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and biological detection and protective equipment, and planned procurements of equipment over the next sever
yearswould makeU.S. forces better prepared to deal with chemical and biological wegponsthaninthepast. The
witnessal so stated, however, that greater diligence and more action would be needed by the DOD to maintain
progresstoward achieving alevel of protection for our forcesthat would enable usto achievewartime objectives.

AsMr. Hunter emphasized inhisremarksand | want to reemphasi ze, improvementsin technical capabilities
will meannothing, if our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marinesarenot trained and ready. Onthetactical battlefield
thewarning timefor anenemy chemicd or biologicd atack will beshort or non-existent. Thismeansthat immunization
of thetroopsagainst probablebiologica agentsmust be current, casudty trestment and decontamination capabilities
must be avail able, and thetroops must be equi pped and capabl e of taking protectivemeasuresat thefirst sgnof a
chemical or biological attack. Therewill belittletimeto react after such attacks are detected.

Ensuring that our troopsareresourced and preparedisamutud responghbility - Congress, the Administration,
the Pentagon. To our commandersin thefield - officer and non-commissioned officersaike- will fall theultimate
respong bility for training our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marinesand enforcing the standards of performanceand
disciplinenecessary to survive, fight, and win on the chemical-biological battlefield.

Mr. Hunter, | look forward to hearing from our witnesseson wherewe aretoday and whereweneed to go
inthefutureto ensurethat our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marinesare prepared for the threat of chemical-
biologica warfare.
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