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In addition to a successful career as an actor, writer and director, Ben Affleck is 
also a passionate advocate and philanthropist. In 2010, Ben founded Eastern Congo 
Initiative (ECI), dedicated to supporting effective, local, and community-based 
approaches to sustainable economic and social development in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). ECI is the first U.S.-based advocacy and grant-making 
initiative wholly focused on working with and for the people of eastern Congo. 
  
Since 2007, Ben has made multiple trips to eastern Congo with the goal 
of understanding the causes and consequences of conflict in the area, and of 
supporting effective, African solutions to the problems affecting the DRC. Ben has 
partnered with multiple media, philanthropic, and government partners to raise 
awareness, amplify ECI¹s message and motivate global action. In 2011, Ben 
testified before the US House Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Africa, Global 
Health, and Human Rights, encouraging directed support of women and children in 
eastern Congo. In June, Ben joined Secretary Hillary Clinton in delivering strong 
commitments to increase the survival rates of children under five in the DRC. He 
has also worked with multiple media outlets including TIME, ABC Nightline, 
Good Morning America, CBS, Washington Post and others to tell the hopeful 
Congolese story. 
  
Ben Affleck recently turned forty. He is married and has three children. He  has 
appeared in over thirty films, written five and directed three, of which Argo is the 
most recent. 
 


