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ERIN C. CON ATON  
 
Ms. Erin C. Conaton is the Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
Washington, D.C. She was confirmed March 4, 2010. Ms. 
Conaton is responsible for the affairs of the Department of the 
Air Force on behalf of the Secretary of the Air Force, including 
the organizing, training, equipping and providing for the welfare 
of its more than 334,000 men and women on active duty, 
176,000 members of the Air National Guard and the Air Force 
Reserve, 170,000 civilians, and their families. She also 
oversees the Air Force's annual budget of more than $110 
billion and serves as acting Secretary of the Air Force in the 
Secretary's absence.  
From 2007 until her current appointment, Ms. Conaton served 
as the Staff Director of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Armed Services. As the Staff Director, she 
served as the primary adviser to the Chairman and 61 other 
members of the Armed Services Committee. She directed the 
overall operations, strategic planning and substantive agenda of 
the committee, to include drafting and overseeing the annual 
defense authorization bill. Prior to this position, she served as 
the Minority Staff Director and as a professional staff member 
on the committee. 
 
Earlier in her career, Ms. Conaton served as the Research Staff Director for the U.S. Commission on National 
Security/21st Century also known as the Hart-Rudman Commission. The commission was charged by the 
Secretary of Defense to design a national security strategy for a changing global environment through 2025 and 
to recommend plans for implementing this strategy. She has held several fellowships to include at the Central 
Intelligence Agency, where she worked within the Office of Asia-Pacific and Latin American Analysis, and at the 
National Security Council, where she worked with the office dealing with non-U.S. proliferation and export 
controls policy. She has also served as a Term Member of the Council on Foreign Relations.  
 
EDUCATION  
1992 Bachelor of Arts degree in foreign service, Georgetown University, Washington D.C. 
1995 Master of Arts degree in law and diplomacy, The Fletcher School, Tufts University, Medford, Mass. 
 
CAREER CHRONOLOGY  
1. 1992 - 1993, Financial Analyst, Salomon Brothers, Inc., New York, N.Y.  
2. 1993, Director of Client Services, Yield Enhancement Strategists, Inc., New York, N.Y.  
3. 1994, Graduate Fellow, National Security Council, Washington, D.C. 
4. 1995, Associate, Overseas Private Investment Corporation, Washington, D.C. 
5. 1996 - 1997, International Security Studies Fellowship, The Fletcher School, Tufts University, Medford, Mass. 
6. 1998, Graduate Fellow, Central Intelligence Agency, Washington, D.C.  
7. 1998 - 2001, Research Staff Director and Research Associate, U.S. Commission on National Security/21st 
Century - Hart-Rudman Commission, Washington, D.C.  



8. 2001 - 2005, Professional Staff Member, House Armed Services Committee, U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C.  
9. 2005 - 2007, Minority Staff Director, Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C.  
10. 2007 - 2010, Staff Director, Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, 
D.C.  
11. 2010 - present, Under Secretary of the Air Force, Washington, D.C.  
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