RECORD VERSION

STATEMENT BY

MAJOR GENERAL JAMES O. BARCLAY, Il
DEPUTY G-3/5/7
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3/5/7

BEFORE THE
SEAPOWER AND PROJECTION FORCES SUBCOMMITTEE
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SECOND SESSION, 112™ CONGRESS
ON
ASSESSING MOBILITY AIRLIFT CAPABILITIES AND OPERATIONAL RISKS

UNDER THE REVISED 2012 DEFENSE STRATEGY

MARCH 7, 2012

NOT FOR PUBLICATION
UNTIL RELEASED BY THE
HOUSE COMMITTEE

ON ARMED SERVICES



STATEMENT BY

MAJOR GENERAL JAMES O. BARCLAY Il
DEPUTY G-3/5/7
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3/5/7

Chairman Akin, Ranking Member Mclintyre and distinguished Members of
the Subcommittee, | am pleased to be here today to discuss Army aviation. |
welcome this opportunity to testify before you and appreciate the tremendous
and ongoing support this Committee has provided to our Army and our Soldiers
stationed around the world.

You specifically asked the Army to address several concerns on airlift
requirements. We provide the following information in response to your
concerns.

Strategic airlift was discussed at the recent Army Air Force Warfighter
Talks. Army and Air Force leadership agreed that the Air Force would maintain
sufficient strategic airlift to support joint partners and defense requirements.
Additionally, there will be no further reduction, below the 2013 budget position, to
the Air Force strategic airlift force structure until a new materiel capabilities
requirements study is completed. This study will review and assess strategic lift
requirements based on the 2012 Defense Strategy.

Intra-theater airlift is an Air Force role and mission. The Air Force has
committed its airlift fleet to meet the Army's direct support airlift requirements,
particularly for time sensitive, mission critical cargo and personnel. Just as the
Army performs roles in support of other Services within the Army's core

competencies, we rely on the Air Force to sustain the appropriate equipment,



manning, force structure, and readiness to support Army's logistical airlift
requirements.

The Army has received great support from the Air Force when their aircraft
were in a direct support role. This direct support role allowed the Army to control
the loads and the utilization of the aircraft. The Army was able to get what it
needed where it needed on time.

The direct support role does not fulfill 200% of the Army’s requirement for
time sensitive, mission critical cargo and personnel. The Army fills this gap with
contract air and CH-47 aircraft in Operation Enduring Freedom.

The Army’s decision to divest the C-23 is a direct result of transferring the
fixed wing cargo mission for Army time sensitive, mission critical requirements to
the Air Force. The limitations in payload in high altitude/hot temperature
environments and inability to carry 463L pallets prevent the aircraft from
satisfying the Army’s entire direct support requirement. Currently the Army has
41 C-23 aircraft in its inventory with seven planned for divestment in Fiscal Year
2012 and eight in Fiscal Year 2013. The aircraft will be fully divested by
December 2014.

The Army’s CH-47 fleet has been the workhorse of the overseas
contingency operations and vital to homeland security requirements. The CH-47
has flown over 370,000 hours in support of combat operations at operational
tempo rates 3 to 5 times the peacetime rate. The current fleet mix of CH-47D
and CH-47F aircraft are maintaining excellent readiness rates from the extensive

reset program for the aircraft. The CH-47 fleet requirement is 509 aircraft with



current inventory of 493 aircraft. The CH-47F is currently being fielded with
buyout in Fiscal Year 2018 and last deliverables in 2019. The program of record
is a two part program: new build and remanufactured.

The next several years will be pivotal for our Army. The resources
provided to the Army to conduct operations while transforming and modernizing
will determine the Army’s ability to continue to accomplish its mission and to be
postured to meet future commitments. To execute these plans, we need your
continued leadership and support to provide full, timely, and sustained funding so

that we will be ready for current and future challenges.

| am ready to address any questions you may have.
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