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Good Morning,

Thank you Chairman McKeon and Ranking Member Smith for allowing me to testify in support
of a language request to establish a partnership to support the work of the National Museum of
Health & Medicine (NMHM) to expand its operations to satellite museum campuses around the
country.

The authorizing language request before the committee will amend title 10, United States Code,
to authorize the establishment of a nonprofit organization to support the National Museum of
Health & Medicine.

The purpose of the Foundation is (1) to carry out medical research and education projects under
cooperative arrangements with the Museum, (2) to serve as a focus for the interchange between
military and civilian medical personnel, and (3) to encourage the participation of the medical,
dental, nursing, veterinary, and other biomedical sciences in the work of the Foundation and the
Museum for the mutual benefit of military and civilian medicine.

The establishment of the Foundation, and its subsequent activities, are planned to be funded
entirely through private donations, at no cost to the federal government.

The bill is necessary to formalize the relationship between the National Museum of Health &
Medicine (NMHM), a Dept. of Defense museum established in 1862, sited in Silver Spring, MD,
and a new nonpartisan not-for-profit foundation which has been established to work with and
support the museum in its research and educational missions, and to expand the nation's access to
current and cutting edge information which will foster better understanding of the past, present
and future of health and medicine across the United States.

This legislation will also facilitate the relationship between the NMHM and a new, cutting edge
branch museum located in Chicago, which will become the first of a series of privately funded
satellite locations across the nation. These satellite museums will collectively form the central
online repository for the DC museum's digital collections, archives and computational resources
and, as such, will help the DC museum share its extensive collections digitally with a much
broader audience. This mutually beneficial relationship will also provide the DC museum with
regional anchors across the country and access to non-governmental sources of support outside
of the capital.

The museum will feature interactive exhibits where visitors can explore biomedical information
in new ways. It will also act as a home for a team of information scientists who will advance the
museum’s research initiatives. In the area of education, the museum will create an online
community for students, parents, educators, and others to explore health science information
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while interacting with each other in social networks formed around topics in the health and
medical sciences. For clinicians, the museum will provide an environment for social networking
within knowledge--based affinity groups among health care workers globally. It will also give
health care workers a powerful interactive online interface to the museum’s vast historical
repositories and collections. Finally, the satellite museum network will also provide a rich online
medical information resource for decision makers in local, state, and federal governments.

The National Museum of Health & Medicine satellite museum program represents the
synergistic convergence of etforts to advance the state-of-the-art in several areas: science
education, museum design, information science, technology innovation, community outreach,
and human health.

We are currently working with the House Armed Services committee staff and the Department of
Defense to get an official response to the support of the satellite museum project. In addition,
Chicago was chosen as a site due its vast medical district consisting of three teaching hospitals
and over 20 full service and safety net hospitals. You will be pleased to know that we don’t
anticipate any cost to the taxpayer and are working with CBO for verification.

Thank you again for your time and I look forward to working with you for full support of this
initiative.



