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Michael D. Lumpkin was sworn in as the Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special 
Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict (SO/LIC) on 
April 25, 2011.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin assists the ASD (SO/LIC) in the 
development of policy regarding the capabilities 
and operational employment of special operations 
forces, strategic forces and conventional forces.  
He also assists the ASD on counterterrorism 
strategy, counternarcotics, force transformation 
initiatives, and special activities. 
 
Prior to his appointment as PDASD (SO/LIC), Mr. 
Lumpkin served as both Senior Advisor to the 
Secretary and Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations 
at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  As 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations he oversaw 
many of the day to day operations of the second 
largest U.S. federal department. Prior to joining 
VA, Mr. Lumpkin served as Executive Director of Business Development at ATI where he led 
tactical systems integration efforts in support of the Department of Defense and Tactical Law 
Enforcement Teams.  
 
Mr. Lumpkin has more than 20 years of active duty military service as a US Navy SEAL where 
he held every leadership position from platoon commander to Team commanding officer. Mr. 
Lumpkin has participated in numerous campaigns and contingencies throughout the world to 
include both Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. He is a proven combat leader 
who served as the former Deputy Commander, Joint Special Operations Task Force-Arabian 
Peninsula for Operation Iraqi Freedom.   
 
Mr. Lumpkin holds a MA from Naval Postgraduate School in National Security Affairs.  He is a 
recognized subspecialist in Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict and Western Hemisphere 
Affairs.  
 
 


