The Honorable Francis “Bing” West

Former Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, U.S.
Department of Defense

Bing West, a Marine combat veteran, served as Assistant Secretary of Defense for
International Affairs in the Reagan Administration. A graduate of Georgetown and
Princeton Universities, he served in the Marine infantry. He was a member of the
Force Recon team that initiated attacks behind North Vietnamese lines.

A contributor to National Review, he is the author of The Village, No True Glory:
A Frontline Account of the Battle for Fallujah, and The Strongest Tribe: War,
Politics, and the Endgame in Iraq. The Village, a classic about counterinsurgency,
has been on the Marine Corps Commandant’s Reading List for forty years. West’s
books on Irag have won the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation’s General Wallace
M. Greene Jr. Award for nonfiction, the Colby Award for military nonfiction, and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars News Media Award for journalism. He has been on
hundreds of patrols and operations throughout Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan.
Bing is a member of St. Crispin’s Order of the Infantry and the Council on Foreign
Relations.



