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HEeARING oN CHEMIcAL-BioLocicaL Derense FoOrR U.S. ForcEs

Today, the Subcommittees on Military Procurement and on Military Research and Devel opment meet
jointly to gain an understanding of thethreat to U.S. military forces posed by the proliferation of chemical and
biological weapons, their preparednessto fight on abattlefield under the threat of use of chemical or biological
weapons, and the Department of Defense program for improving the chemical-biological defensesof U.S. forces.

Thesubcommitteeshavejust recelved aclassified briefing from the I ntel ligence Community that provided
an update on foreign chemical and biol ogica weapons programs and the potential threat posedto U.S. forcesby
the proliferation of chemical and biologica weaponstechnology. 1nopen session, today, weshall hear Dr. Ken
Alibek, former Deputy Director of Biopreparat, thecivilian arm of the Soviet Union’sbiological wespon program,
discussthe scope of the Soviet Union’sbiol ogical weapons program, the potentia for proliferation of biological
weaponstechnol ogy, and theimplicationsof such proliferationtothe U.S. biological defenseprogram.

In meeting the changing and evolving chemical and biological weaponsthresat, the House Armed Services
Committee hasrepeatedly stated that astrong chemical-biological defense programisan essential part of our
nationa strategy, both for ensuring the capability of U.S. military forcesto fight on somefuture battlefield and asa
magjor eement of the U.S. counterproliferation program.

To addressthethreat, the Congressin the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1994
(Public Law 103-160) enacted anumber of measuresto strengthen the conduct of the chemical and biological
defense program within the Department of Defense. In responseto thismandate, the Department of Defensehas
taken anumber of management, research, devel opment and acquidition, and traininginitiativeswhich over timeand
with proper emphas sand funding support would be expected to yield Sgnificant improvement inthechemica and
biological defense preparednessof U.S. armed forces. Theresultsof thoseinitiativesand theincreased priority
assigned by the Department to the chemical and biologica defense program, and the preparedness of our forcesin
thefield to fight inachemical-biologica environment will be discussed by our witnessestoday.

Following Dr. Alibek asour first witness, wewill hear from Mr. Norman Rabkin of the General Accounting
Office, whowill discuss theprincipa direction and findingsof the GAO'schemical and biologica defensereviews,
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aswell asthe nature of thework currently underway for the Readiness Subcommitteethat will be completed next
year. Rear Admira Richard D. Mayo, Vice Director for Medical Readiness, J-4, and Rear Admiral JamesD.
MacArthur, Deputy Director, Strategy and Policy, J-5, The Joint Staff will discussthe preparednessof our forces
inthefieldtoday. They will be supported by Mg or General John Doesburg, Commander, Soldier and Biological
Chemica Command in hisroleas Army member of the Joint Nuclear, Biological, and Chemica Defense Board.

Inour final pand, Dr. HansMark, Director, Defense Research and Engineering, will testify onthedirection,
process, and management of the DOD chemicd-biologica defenseprogram, progressintheprogram since Operation
Desart Storm, and thefuture of the program and the contributionitismaking and will maketo our forces capatilities.
Hewill be supported during the question and answer period by Dr. AnnaJohnson-Winegar, Deputy Assistant to
the Secretary of Defensefor Chemical and Biological Defense; Dr. Jane Alexander, Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency; Mr. Carmen Spencer, Defense Threat Reduction Agency; Mr. Michael Parker, Soldier and
Biologica Chemical Command; and Brigadier Eddie Cain, Joint Biological Defense Program.

Before our witnessesbegin, | want to say that | am deeply concerned about the chemical-biological threat
toour forcesthat areinthefield today. To paraphrasethereport of the 1997 Quadrennial Defense Review, the
threat or use of chemical and biological weaponsisalikely condition of futurewarfare. To meet thischalenge,
U.S. forcesmust be properly trained and equipped to operate effectively and decisively intheface of attacksby an
enemy equipped with chemical and biological weapons. U.S. armed forces must improvetheir chemical and
biologica warfare defense capabilities. Enhancementsin technical capabilitiesaloneare not enough, however.
Equally important will be adapting U.S. doctrine, operationa concepts, training and exercisesto takefull account
of thethreat posed by chemical and biologica warfare. That'sthe challengewefacetoday.

L adiesand Gentlemen, welcome. Welook forward to your testimony.
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