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NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMITTEE  APPROVES H.R. 2786,
THE THEATER  MISSILE DEFENSE IMPROVEMENT  ACT OF 1998

Today, the House National Security committee reported H.R. 2786, the Theater Missile Defense Improvement
Act of 1998, out of committee on a 45-0 vote.  Upon final passage, committee Chairman Floyd Spence (R-
SC) issued the following statement:

“I am pleased with the committee’s strong bipartisan support for enhancing our nation’s ability to counter the
growing theater ballistic missile threats around the world.  North Korea has deployed the No Dong-1
missile.  Iran’s development of the Shahab-3 missile has proceeded rapidly and could be flight tested within
the next year and will have sufficient range to strike Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Israel.

“Unfortunately, our currently deployed missile defense systems were designed against older and slower
threats and have only limited capabilities against this new generation of more capable missiles. The speed
with which these threats have emerged was unanticipated by the intelligence community, and the U.S. needs
to take immediate and meaningful steps to address the problem.  The “Theater Missile Defense Improvement
Act of 1998” is a bipartisan effort to fund a series of initiatives intended to address the urgent need to
enhance the theater ballistic missile program during fiscal year 1998.

“Mr. Weldon, who has spearheaded this effort, has been ahead of both the intelligence community and the
Department of Defense in recognizing the seriousness of this rapidly emerging threat and the need for a rapid
response.  Likewise, Mr. Pickett and Mr. Spratt’s efforts have strengthened this legislation and helped make
it a strong bipartisan response to a serious threat.  I commend all three of the bill’s sponsors for crafting a
serious response to a real world problem.”

# # #

A summary of major provisions contained in H.R. 2786, the Theater Missile Defense Improvement Act of
1998, is attached.
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H.R. 2786
THEATER  MISSILE DEFENSE

IMPROVEMENT  ACT OF 1998

SUMMARY OF MAJOR PROVISIONS

The recently discovered abilities of North Korea, Iran, and other rogue states to significantly accelerate
their ballistic missile development programs has caught the intelligence and policy communities by surprise
and increased concern that currently-fielded U.S. theater missile defense (TMD) systems are not prepared
to address these new threats.  This rapid development of theater ballistic missile (TBM) threats is particularly
alarming because the U.S. currently has more than 200,000 military and civilian personnel and their families
living and working within reach of these weapons of mass destruction.

The committee believes that the U.S. must take immediate and meaningful steps to reduce the
vulnerability to these threats.  The “Theater Missile Defense Improvement Act of 1998” is a bipartisan
effort to support a series of initiatives during fiscal year 1998 to address the urgent need to enhance the
TMD program to meet emerging and unexpected threats. The committee is gratified that, after initial
reluctance to endorse any steps beyond its planned programs, the Administration now agrees that additional
funding would make a valuable contribution to the enhancement of theater missile defense capabilities.

Enhancement of Theater Missile Defense Programs.  The committee believes that efforts to deploy systems
to counter the growing theater ballistic missile threat to U.S. military forces must be significantly accelerated.
Therefore, the committee authorizes $147 million to ensure, to the extent possible, that the capabilities of U.S.
TMD systems keep pace with missile deployments by Iran, North Korea and elsewhere.  In authorizing funding,
the committee ensures that the recommended program actions are executable in fiscal year 1998, address worldwide
TBM threats, are consistent with planned TMD systems and system architectures, and comply with current
international agreements.  Additionally, all of the authorized amounts are fully offset within the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1998 (Public Law 105-85) and therefore conform to the balanced budget
agreement and established discretionary budgetary caps.  Specific program funding includes:

• $35 million for the Joint Composite Tracking Network (JCTN).  JCTN would link sensors from various
platforms to allow earlier, more accurate cueing of theater ballistic missiles, thus increasing the effective
range of TMD systems;

• $15 million to accelerate completion of the Patriot Advanced Capability-Configuration 3 (PAC-3) remote
launch capability.  Remote launch allows PAC-3 missiles to be deployed at considerable distances from
the PAC-3 radars and command and control equipment, effectively doubling the amount of territory defended.
Due to program reductions, PAC-3 remote launch capability had slipped a year to fiscal year 2000; this
funding would restore the operational capability to fiscal year 1999;



• $40 million for capability tests of PAC-3 and the Navy Area Defense System.  Both systems were designed
to defend against slower, shorter range threat missiles, but would still have some capabilities against the
longer range threat posed by Iranian ballistic missiles. This funding would provide for one test of each of
these TMD systems to determine the extent of their capabilities against more demanding threats;

• $6 million to support the integration of various sensors and communication systems to provide more
accurate launch point, trajectory and impact point predictions.  This early warning capability can be used
to cue weapons and radars more quickly and to support attack operations;

• $41 million for production rate enhancements for PAC-3.  The additional funding would allow initial low
rate production to increase from the currently planned four per month to six per month.  In addition, it
would allow full rate production to increase from the currently planned 20 per month to 30 per month.
Increased production rates would enable deployment of greater quantities of PAC-3 missiles if missile
threats are deployed in Iran and elsewhere more rapidly and in larger numbers than expected; and

• $10 million to improve interoperability between the Israeli Arrow system and U.S. TMD systems in a
timely manner.

Identification of Other Actions.  The committee requires the Secretary of Defense to identify additional steps to
mitigate the theater missile threat and to take steps to expedite their execution, including cooperative measures
between DOD and the Minister of Defense of Israel. The committee also directs the Secretary of Defense to
rapidly assess actions that might be taken in the Navy Theater Wide defense system to address near term TBM
threats and to report to Congress on any further actions identified to counter TBM threats.

# # #


